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This Pamphlet is not for general circulation. 

It is especially designed for those to whom it is addressed, 
and to explain away wrong impressions, to correct errors of judg- 
ment, and to vindicate my action in the matters referred to there- 
in. It will be sent to such others only as have manifested, or are 
known to take, a deep interest in the general subject discussed — 
and to those of the Fourth Presbytery of New York, and of the 
Synod of New York and New Jersey, who are believed to be 
deeply interested in the just administration of the Laws and 
Ordinances of the Presbyterian Church. 

It was prepared immediately after the extraordinary action 
of Session and Presbytery therein exposed. Its publication has 
been withheld at the earnest request of several, who have ex- 
pressed anxiety and desire for a friendly adjustment of all 
difficulties, without this painful exposure. 

To that end, efforts have been made by disinterested and 
mutual friends, some of which will be explained in the added 
pages of this pamphlet. Those efforts having failed, there 
seems now to be an increased necessity for this vindication. 

With a view to the most judicious and proper action in 
the premises, it has been submitted to some thirty ministerial 
and other friends of all the parties; including several members 
of both Session and Presbytery, who voted for the acts com- 
plained of; in response to which I have received the most ex- 
treme suggestions and advice — ^from that of a total suppression 
of this publication, and all farther action, up to the most vigor- 
ous and persistent litigation, in both civil and ecclesiastical 
courts. 

A large majority favor the course here adopted, and a final 
dismissal of the whole matter ; while many, mostly clergymen, 
advise to carry it up to Synod, as a duty to justice and the 
honor of the Church. 

My own preference, and that of most of my personal fiiends, 
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favor the former course. . It is believed that my cause, and my 
position in the controversy, would thus be sufficiently vindica- 
ted. I had fully determined upon this latter course, as stated 
in the original of this exposition ; but, in deference to the wishes 
of many ministerial friends, I have consented to leave the ques- 
tion of prosecuting my appeal and complaint in Synod for future 
decision. 

Among others, this exposition was submitted to six members 
of Session and the same number of Presbytery, with the request 
that any misstatements might be pointed out for correction. 
Two members of both of these courts have replied in writing, 
thus : " I do not discover any misstatement of the transactions 
of either Session or Presbytery," and " I do not notice any mis- 
statement as to any matter of fact which transpired in your 
case, either before the Session or the Presbytery." Several 
others replied verbally to the same eflfect While none took ex- 
ceptions to the facta stated, some objected to the manner of 
stating them ; and some omissions were complained of. In this 
revision, I have endeavored to correct every error suggested. 

A general statement of the case will be found in the first 
twelve pages. The remainder is devoted to the proceedings 
of Session and Presbytery, — the documents laid before those 
bodies, including Mr. Dodge's letters confessinjg my charges — 
notice of intention to appeal to Synod, with the reasons therefor, — 
Judge Bronson's and Messrs. Man and Parson's statements and 
legal opinions of the calumnies complained of, and other neces- 
sary explanations and evidence. 

For all these painful developments, and for whatever else of 
unpleasantness to me or others may ensue, the Judicial Com- 
mittee and their coadjutors in Presbytery and Session, whose 
extraordinary actions have caused this communication, must be 
held responsible. 

The reader will please correct the following EBBATA : 

At page 36, in the 11th line from bottom, for " are view," read " a review." 
" 48, " 8th " " for"Chap.IX,,"read"Chap.IV." 

" 48, " 7th '' " for "after this was signed by me," 

read " when this was signed." 



M EXPLMAtlON AND APPEAL 

3a wi^ 0fHenda. lit tke J/LadlaxirL SPqM.aJ-e S^i^-eskf^' 

teHaiL ^kujHik. 

i^;,^" If thy brother shall trespois against thee^ go and tell him his fault between thee and 
him alone ; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not 
hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the moitth of two or three wit' 
nesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them^ tell it 
UNTO THE CHURCH ; but if /i6 neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican^ — ^Matt. xviii, 15, 16, 17. 

Bbbthbbn: 

It is known to many of yon, — has long been known to some, — that 
serious matters of difference, such as are not excusable between professing 
Christian men, have for years existed between Wm. E. Dodge and myself. 

Some of you know that the acts of which I have been obliged to com- 
plain are most extraordinary, and such as it would be difficult to justify or 
to excuse on the part of any man of ordinary character and intelligence ; 
and some few of you know (having read some of the correspondence and 
other documents herewith submitted), how long and how diligently I have 
labored with him, through friends, by correspondence, and otherwise, for an 
adjusfment of all our difficulties upon Christian principles ; and how often, 
and how earnestly, and how vainly, I have appealed to his " Christian duty 
and honor ^' and his ^^ sense of justice as a man,'' and to every other noble 
sentiment, either to prove, justify, or retract his unprovoked calumnies and 
wrongs. Some of you are also informed of my more recent effi^rts to obtain 
a deliverance from Mr. Dodge's calumnies through the judicatories of our 
Church, in the ways enjoined in its ordinances; and also the curious results of 
those efforts, brought about by " the unlimited exercise of discretion," and a 
new and unauthorized construction of our ecdesiastical laws. (See pages 
39 — i5.) But some of you, being ignorant of all the important facts in the 
case, through misrepresentations or otherwise, have unwittingly done me 
great injustice in your judgment of both my acts and motives. 

To correct such misstatements or errors, by giving you the simple and 
well-authenticated facts in the case, and thus to remove all excuse for further 
acts of injustice to me, is my purpose in this communication. Having suf- 
fered until patience has ceased to be a virtue, and till that ^' charity which 
beareth all things " is liable to be construed into ^pusillanimity ; and having 
conformed to all the requirements of my text, save the last, — as well as to 
all that is enjoined by the constitution and laws of our church,^t has 



become myjduty to myself, my family, and to the chnrob, to conform to onr 
Saviour's injunction, and literally to " tell it to the ehureh^'* and then to leave 
my calumniator to the closing sentence of our text. As I shall soon show 
you, I am driven^ by the acts of Mr. Dodge and bis friends, to this last resort. 

I, therefore, bespeak your patient and impartial consideration of the facts 
which I will now submit, being all sustained by the accompanying well- 
authenticated official and other documents, copies of all of which are now in 
possession of Session, and by statements certified by both members of Ses- 
sion and of Presbytery, and abundantly sanctioned by other acceptable 
evidence, ready to be produced on any proper occasion. 

Preliminary to a true understanding of what follows, and to correct mis- 
apprehensions on that point, it is necessary to state that the matters now at 
issue between Mr. Dodge and myself are in no sense of a pecuniary or 
business interest, as between us ; but are wholly of a moral nature ; and that 
they originated in the discussion of a code of By-laws offered for adoption, 
and recommended by other parties, and designed to define the qualifications, 
limit the powers, and restrain the extra official acts of the officers and man- 
agers of an incorporated company, of which Mr. Dodge was a manager, and 
I,, then and since, but a stockholder. 

A reference in said discussion to the ^^ extra official acts and conflicting 
interests" of some of those officers and managers, which had often (and 
then recently) been condemned by our highest courts of law and equity 
as both illegal and immoral, resulted (foolishly, as it proved) in the appoint- 
ment of an Investigating Committee, to whom those imputations were 
submitted; containing 'not one personality or any charge which 7)ery 
seriously affected the moral character of any one ; but in response (not 
in reply) to which, Mr. Dodge and others submitted in writing to the 
said committee thirty-one folio pages, almost wholly filled with personal 
calnmnies, slanders, and other injurious imputations, well calculated, and, as 
I believe (and as is believed by others from an examination of the .docu- 
ment itself), designed to destroy my character and reputation in the estima- 
tion of said committee, thereby to save themselves from merited reproach. 

The report of the said committee, and their libelous card subsequently 
published in the N'ew York Times^ seem to show conclusively that such 
wore the results produced upon their minds. 

As specimens of those calumnies, and for his confessions of them, see the 
following correspondence with Mr. Dodge, commencing at page 21 ; and for 
their nature, and libelous character, &c., see the statements and legal 
OPINIONS of Judge Bronson and Messrs. Man & Parsons at pages 58 and 59 ; 
from which it will be seen that the wrongs of which I complain are exceed- 
ingly flagrant, unprovoked, and altogether inexcusable in a Christian brother. 
See also editorial notices of Judge Da vies', and other judicial decisions and 
comments upon similar cases occurring at that time (page 60). 

Any parties sufficiently interested may see the whole history and nature 
of the case in the "Keview of the Report of the Committee," referred to, 
and the Pamphlet "Railroad Mismanagement — the Dangers of Exposing it," 
&c.,whioh will be furnished to the curious on application. 

As those docuhients hav^ been four years before the public without one 
attempt to disprove, or even a denial of, their statements, by any responsible 
party, they may be referred to with confidence. 



I will now midertake to show you from the following documents, cerU<- 
fied by their Stated Clerk, now in the possession of our Session : 

FiBST, That for three years past there has been a continuous proposition, 
often and earnestly pressed upon Mr. Dodge, to submit all our matters of 
difference for a final settlement upon Christian principles, to three or five of 
Air mutual friends, which have as persistently been rejected by him, and for 
the most frivolous and disingenuous reasons. See pages 25, 28, and 32. 

Second, That as early as April, 1860, after Mr. D. had taken his letter to 
our church, and nearly a year and a half before he joined it, I laid these mat- 
ters before our Session, with a view to avoid the very difficulties which have 
recently occurred. 

Thibd, that all other means of redress having sadly failed (see the closing 
paragraph of my letter to him of May 16, 1862, quoted at page 82 following), 
I was compelled to lay my complaint before our Session, and the certified 
Minutes of Session (page 87) will show that they were placed in the hands of • 
the Stated Clerk in April last, and were taken up by Session for consideration 
on 27th of May. 

Fourth, that while I thus submitted nine distinct documents, including 
Mr. Dodge's confessions, and other proofs and testimony, the whole are gen- 
erally referred to, in the said minutes, only as " tJie communication of Mr. 
Phelps ; " nothing being said about " charges," nor any designation by title?, 
dates, or otherwise, to express the nature of said documents, or to trace them 
from the minutes to their files ; thus early indicating that partiality and dis^ 
inclination to entertain my charges herein complained of. See minutes, page 37. 

Fifth, from the said Minutes of Session (page 37) it will appear that, on 
June 5th, a very respectable committee of that body was appointed, " with 
power " to confer with Mr. Dodge and myself, " with a view to a settlement 
of our difficulties, and to report to Session ; " and that while I met with said 
committee and offered to meet with Mr. Dodge, and conform entirely to the 
committee's desires in the premises, the said Dodge contumaciously rejected 
all such propositions and overtures, and persistently refused to meet either 
the committee or myself. See pages 39 and 54. 

Sixth, that upon said committee's full report of all these facts to Session 
at their meeting, October 20th, they suffered to be entered upon their minutes 
only that "the committee had been unable to accomplish the objects for 
which they were appointed," thereby doing me great wrong in the suppres- 
sion of the most important facts in the case. See said minute, page 37 ; also, 
statement at pages 39, 40, 54 and 55. 

Seventh, that at the subsequent meeting of Session (JSTovember 4th), 
while my said complaints were under consideration, an adjournment was 
moved to permit one of the brethren to make a final effort for a harmonious 
adjustment of these difficulties ; and that, after several days' negotiation, an 
agreement was made, in writing, under date of December 8th last, almost 
wholly in conformity to Mr. Dodge's demands, submitting all matters of differ- 
ence between us to the decision of five mutual Christian friends, the whole to be 
disposed of in one evening, and which agreement was signed by the parties and 
witnessed by the said brother; and that the same was, the very next day, 
annulled, repudiated, and his name erased therefrom by Mr. Dodge, without 
my knowledge or consent, and all further negotiation peremptorily dosed 



by bim. See the said certified agreement and tbe correspondence referring 
to it, at'page 47 and following. 

Note. — ^No reference whatever was made to this matter in the Minntea 
of Sesfflon. See my complaint to Presbytery concerning it, fit page 89. 

Eighth, that my communication to Session of December 12th (see page 
82), demgned and well calculated to relieve Session from all embarrassment^ 
by disposing of the case in two efoeningi without any witnestes, was simply 
" read and placed on file " (see Minutes, page 87) ; and that no other notice 
was taken of a proposition which might have promptly and pleaaently termi- 
nated all our difficulties, and without any sacrifice of proper Ohristiam pride 
on the part of either Mr. Dodge or his friends in Session. 

Ninth, I shall show, and undertake to prove by members of Session them- 
selves on any proper occasion, that by the extra official acts of some of 
Session, I was unexpectedly frustrated in my proceedings and my cause 
prejudiced to such an extent as to make several supplemental charges and 
communications to Session necessary (see pages 19 and 38) ; also, several per- 
sonal remonstrances to our pastor ; and, finally, to call forth my letter of 
December 17th, written the very day on which my charges were so unex- 
pectedly and i^njudicially dismissed by Session, even while I was hourly 
looking for their invitation (which I had often been led to expect) to appear 
and explain, prove and justify them. (See page 36.) While so waiting, I re- 
ceived the following minute and communication from the Stated Clerk of 
Session, viz. : 

New York, December ISth, 1862. 
^' Gso. D. Phelps, Esq. : 

*^ Deab Sib : I am authorized by the Session of the Madison Square 
Presbyterian Ohurch, to communicate the following resolution to you, passo ' 
last evening : 

'^ * Besolved, That in view of all the circumstances of the case, and in th 
exercise of the discretion enjoined upon the Session by our Book of Disci 
pline, it is inexpedient for the Session to entertain the charges and specifica> 
tions of Mr. Phelps against Mr. Dodge, and that the same are hereby dis- 
missed.' 

"Attest, Fbedebiok Bull, Stated Clerh^^ 

I would most gladly have been spared such reference to, and comments 
upon, the proceedings recorded in the foregoing minute, as self- vindication 
has required of me ; and I beg that it will be distinctly understood, and^kept 
constantly in pind, that my complaints are against official acts, and my com- 
ments must not be construed to imply any disrespect for, or unkind feelings 
toward, a large minority of the members of Session. I believe they have been 
much beset with the same embarrassments so constantly experienced by me, 
and that their judgments and actions have been much swayed thereby, 
imperceptibly and involuntarily, I doubt not, but greatly to the injury of 
my cause. With these cautionary remarks, I proceed to state, in the tenth 
place, that the said decision or dismissal of my charges is pronounced by the 
most competent ecclesiastical jurists, to be wholly irregular, unjust, unsanc- 
tioned by precedent either in civil or ecclesiastical judicatories, and in direct 
violalloii of the iigimctioiie of our Book of Discipline, which nowhere author- 



izes either an unlimited or anqoalified ezerdse of discretion in awy case. See 
reasons and authorities noted in my appeal and oompliunt, pages 89 and 44. 

Chap. I, Sec. 2d, of our Book of Disoiplioe names, as among the ^' ends ^ of 
discipline " the removal of ^eTieee " and " also the benefit of the offender him- 
eelf; " and Sec. 8d dedans, " An offence is anything in the principles or prac- 
tice of a chv/rch mevn^^ which is contrary to the word of Qod; or whieh^ if it 
he not in its own natwre sirfulj may tempt others to m, or ma/r thevr spiritual 
ed\fieation.^^ 

A reference to my complaints against Mr. Dodge at page 15, add to the 
apeoifieations of the same at page 28, will show whether l^ey come within 
the foregoing definition in our Book. 

Chap, ni, in defining *'^puUic offencee^'* ^lOBt aptly describes the case 
now under consideration — which is certainly sufficiently ^^ notorious and 
scandalous, " and in removing which, as will be seen, all ^^ private steps ha/oe 
heen ineffectual, and there is obviously no way of removing the offence, but by 
a judicial process.''^ It will hardly be claimed that the action of Session, in 
dismissing my charges, was based upon the considerations named in the 8d . 
Sec. of this Chapter; certainly not for the want of ^^ sufficient proof ^^-^of 
which there was an abundance in possession of Session and tendered by me. 

Chap. IV, Sec. 1st, of our Book, enjoins that ^^when all other means of 
removing an offence have failed, the judicatory to which cognieanee qf it prop- 
erly belongs, shall judicially take it into consideration.^^ Sec. 41^ of same 
Chapter cites all the cases in which Session may exercise discretion. Sec. 
16th declares that ^^ the trial shall be fair and impartial. The witnesses shall 
be examined,^^ &c. Sec. 16th, '^ the judgment shall be regularly entered; " and 
Sec. 23d enjoins that ^^ in recording the proceedings in cases of judicial process, 
the reasons for all decisions, except on questions of order, shaU be recorded at 
length,^^ &c. It will be seen that Session openly and inexcusably violated 
every one of these laws*. Although they say in a supplemental minute, adopted 
January 29th, 1863, ^^ The Session have carefully considered the whole sulje^ 
during a period of several months,"*^ they claim that they did not ^'judicially 
take it into consideration," and on this plea, as will soon be seen. Presbytery 
very strangely dismissed the appeal. The " trial was not fair and impartial,'* 
neither myself nor any witnesses being permitted to explain or testify before 
them. No "judgment" was "regularly entered," and no "reasons for their 
decbion" were "recorded at length." They do not even pretend that either 
of the reasons enumerated in Sec. 4th (the only ones which authorize the 
exercise of discretion) would apply to me. Indeed, as will be seen (page 88) 
in their subsequent Minutes, they say that my charges were " submitted in 
due form," and they voluntarily indorse " their continued confidence in my 
Christian character." See also still later minutes at pages 63 and 64. 

How then shall we account for such a record f 

Some — ^and among them a learned member of Presbytery — ^have attempt- 
ed to justify Session in their unqualified " exercise of discretion," by a refer- 
ence to the prerogatives and usages of the grand jury. Let us consider the 
analogy. 

At the commencement of each Session, every grand juror takes the 
solemn oath * * "you shall present no one from envy, hatred, or malice; 
nor shall you leave any one unpresented through fear, fa/voTj affceiian or Kope 



cfrenDQ/rd; bnt you shall present all things truly as they come to yonr 
knowledge," &c. Members of Session acted under no such oath, nor, as 
appears from their records, xmder any especial solemnities. 

No grand jury could conscientiously, or would presume to dismiss a case 
until all testimony offered had been examined. Owr Session declined to hear 
€my witnesses or any easplanatiens. 

Grand jurors alternate ; and a case dismissed at^ one session may be re- 
presented the next month, before another set of men ; or may, in a different 
form, be brought before other courts. Our Session is a perpetual body, and 
no such remedy exists for renewing or transferring a complaint. If, as Pres- 
bytery have decided, there is no appeal or complaint to a higher court, then 
Session may become an odious Oligarchy or a dreaded Star Chamber Court. 
See page 47. 

Besides the reasons already assigned, the circumstances justify me in 
statihg that two near relatives of the accused are deacons in the church ; and 
what I will undertake to prove by members of Session themselves, that the 
intimation was openly expressed in Session, that if this case was pressed to 
an issue, the accused and his numerous relatives (some five or six families) 
would leave the church. 

/ do not believe such results would have followed. But grant all that was 
thus intimated, torn only poor and friendless men and small crimes be prose- 
cuted to an issue in the Session of our church ? Must every remote contin- 
gency be so carefully considered before judicial action can be had ? 

It will be recollected that it was subsequently declared in Presbytery, by 
a member of Session — there as a commissioner — speaking in behalf of himself 
and others, or another, that if they had supposed that Presbytery would 
have taken such action upon ray appeal, they might have voted differently. 
Indeed, I was assured by several, before the meeting of Presbytery, that when 
the case came back it should have a fair trial ; from Which, and otlier similar 
remarks made to me, I inferred that several of the Session only needed, in 
some way, to be relieved from the embarrassments above named. I know 
that this was a delicate case — very trying to the sympathies of some members 
of Session ; but as I had resorted to every possible means to avoid it, and 
had conformed to every prerequisite on my part, how could they so far forget 
their solemn pledges, and the positive injunctions of our Book of Discipline 
as herein before quoted I 

This brings us to the consideration, in the eleventh place, of the supple- 
mental action of Session, recorded in their minutes of 22d and 26th Decem- 
ber (page 38), in reference to which I beg particular attention to the objec- 
tions and expositions of them in complaint to Presbytery (page 41), and will 
further remark that this action is claimed to have been adopted by " my 
friends " in the Session, and after knowing my opinion of their action in 
dismissing my charges without any reasons assigned; and after knowing also 
the purport and reasons for my appeal and complaint to Presbytery, on 
account of that action. Oheerfally conceding their friendly motives, I must 
still be excused for protesting against the grave errors and evil tendencies of 
those proceedings, for the following reasons, in addition to those named in 
my complaint, pages 41, 56 and 5T : 



1st. The modification by interpolation or otherwise of the minntes or 
records of any judicatory (and especially of an ecclesiastical court), ^« or 
nine days after their decision has been solemnly made, recorded, approved 
and formally served upon the parties interested, can hardly be regarded as 
an excusable act, espedally on the part of an intelligent Moderator, who has 
been honored with the high office of Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Qhurch. 

If Session had the right to reopen this case once^ five days after a final 
disposition of it, they have an equal right to reopen it again, in five months 
UK in five years : and if they had the right to interpolate one paragraph, and 
thus to connect and add a long minute qualifying a decision nine days after 
its adoption, the same authority would allow them to add anything and at 
any time. But they have no such rights, nor any precedent in any civil or 
ecclesiastical judicatory. Such proceedings would prove an utter bar to all 
equity or justice in any court, and, if tolerated, would destroy all respect for 
all judicial bodies, 1st, because no such proceedings could be regarded as 
finaJ ; and 2d, because a part of auy such court might, at a subsequent ses- 
sion, explain away or nullify what had been done by a unanimous vote at a 
preceding meeting. 

2d. The inaccuracy of their first statement — ^viz., " The Session ha/oe care- 
fully considered the whole subject^ daring a period ofs&ceral months — " is fully 
proved by the several misstatements immediately following. See pages 41 and 
66. While that statement seems to show that ^^ they did judicially taJce the case 
into consideration^'^'' it is clear that no " careful consideration " could have 
been given to it. A careful consideration of the papers before them, or a few 
minutes^ consultation with me, would have saved them from those and several 
other grave mistakes. 

Their statements concerning the " origin " of the difficulty, " the eflfbrt and 
failure of an adjustment before the Board of Managers,^' the ^^ appeal to the 
public through the press " (so far as Mr. Dodge is individually concerned), 
and several other matters implied, are all incorrect and injurious to me as 
any one disposed may readily ascertain by the documentary evidence hereto- 
fore named, and still in possession of Session. 

Equally unfair are the references to the ^^ nature and long standing of the 
case," especially so soon after they had devoted more than a year to " the 
trial upon its merits " and " to a final issue " of a case which is open to more 
than all the objections intimated concerning this (except the social position 
of the accused), and in which there was no responsible accuser, but which 
was voluntarily taken up upon the complaint of " common fame." Besides, 
my complaints against Mr. D. were kept constantly fresh by the continued 
efforts on my part to adjust them, and on his to aggravate them ; and new 
charges and specifications were presented, even up to the very day before 
their final decision, dismissing the case. See pages 16, 82 and 88. 

And 8dly, in quoting from Book of Discipline, Chap. i. Sec. 2d, as " tlie 
ends of discipline " they wholly omit the two most important, viz. : " the 
removal ofoffences,^^ and " th>e benefit of the offender himself, ^^ both of which 
would undoubtedly have been promoted by the prosecution of my complaint 
to an issue. 

4tbly9 The dosing sentence of this supplemental minute is no less remark- 
2 
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able than the others, for it expresses a '* hope that tinder propef ivflueneeSy 
with the Divine blessing," wo " may yet see eye to eye," etc. Do the Ses- 
sion mean to acknowledge that they have not exercised the ^^ proper influ- 
ences," and have not sought '^ the Divine blessing "9 

It is proper to add that since the dismissal of the case in Presbytery and 
my notice of appeal to Synod was known to Session, I have received from 
their Stated Clerk (on the 7th Eebruary) copies of ammuUd supplemental 
minntes, adopted by Session on 29th Jskunarj^/orty'tliree day^afber my com- 
plaint was dismissed, and twenty-seven days after their last rec(Med action, 
in which two of the grave errors complained of in their former reeofd are 
now omitted ; but other implied misstatements are introduced and remain, 
quite as inexcusable and unjust to me. But as a dozen more supplemental 
minutes, or amendments of such, may be adopted by Session, dwring the next 
twehemonths, with the same right and propriety, it seems hardly worth while 
to notice these any further, till all are received. None of them are properly 
or excusably upon their records ; and while there, like other inaccuracies 
herein pointed out, they are a standing evidence of carelessness or wrong, and 
a monument of injustice, for the criticism of future generations ; and in jus- 
tice to Session as well as to me, they should all be expunged from their 
books. See pages 41, 66 and 57. 

Still later action has been taken in Session upon my request for copies of 
certain proceedings which were refused me, a statement of which may be 
seen, conmiencing at page 61. 

Many interesting questions and comments are suggested by the foregoing 
statements of facts, but it is not my present purpose to do more than to vin- 
dicate myself. I have carefully avoided all allusion to motives of which I 
cannot be the judge — any further than they are clearly developed in action. 
I prefer still to regard the majority of Session as rightly disposed. I believe, 
if they had been left to the free and unprejudiced exercise of their own judg- 
ments, all my difficulties would long since have been pleasantly adjusted ; 
and therefore I freely forgive them all the wrong which seems to have been 
done to me in their Board. 

Having thus shown you how I was denied all redress for my grievances 
in Session, and how my charges and complaints were dismissed, without rea- 
sons assigned, in direct violation of the injunctions of our Book of Disci- 
pline, I will now show you how my " appeal and complaint " and my " sup- 
plemental complaint " (see pages 89 to 43) were still more summarily dis- 
posed of in Presbytery, and with apparently much less regard to justice, 
propriety, and precedent ; and in still more open violation of our ecclesiasti- 
cal laws. 

This is a still more painful exposition than the foregoing, in so far as the 
authors of the conduct criticized are more venerable and distinguished ; and 
for that very reason, and just to that extent, is my duty the more imperative. 
The same acts done by less intelligent and more obscure men would have been 
lees injurious, and therefore might have passed unnoticed. I think the sequel 
win ftdly justify me in this matter, in the minds of all candid men. 

|j^*if ri.flHi ocmstiitation and laws of our church, as set forth in our Book of Dis- 



oipline, declare, in reference to its system of appellate jurisdiction, as fol- 
lows : " To prevent the continued existence of wrong done from ignorance^ 
prejudice^ malice^ or other causes^ is one great de&ign of superior judicatories'''' 
(see introduction to chap, yii) ; and the following paragraph declares " that 
every hind of decision tohich is formed in any church judicatory, except the 
* highest, is subject to the review of a superior judicatory,'''' &c. ; and sec. iii, 
§ Ist, states, " Af^ appeal is^ the removal of a cause already decided (deter- 
mined, ended, concluded) from an inferior to a superior judicatory hy a 
party aggrimed.^^ § 2d, ^^ All persons who have submitted to a regular trial 
im 4M inferior, may appeal to a higher judicatory ; " and the following para- 
graph (3d), ^^any irregulaHty, a refusal of reasonable indulgence, declining 
to receive important testimony, manifestation of prejudice in the case, mistalce 
or injustice in the decision, are all proper grounds of appeaiy And in re- 
gard to complaints, sec. iv, § 1st, declares that ^^ another method, hy which a 
ca/ase which has been decided (that is, ended, determined, concluded) hy an in- 
ferior judicatory, may he carried before a superior, is hy complain^'* And the 
next paragraph sajs, *^ a complaint is a representation made to a superior by 
any member or members of a minority of an inferior judicatory, or by any other 
person or persons, respecting a decision (determination, final end, &c.), hy an 
inferior judicatory, which in the opinion of the complainant has been irreg- 
ularly or unjustly made;^^ f^nd§Y, *^ this complaint brings the whole pro- 
ceedings in the case under the review of the superior judicatory,^'' &c. 

Upon the authorities ahove quoted, and under advice of the wisest and 
most experienced of our fathers in the church, I submitted to the Fourth 
Presbytery of New York my " appeal and complaint," and my supplemental 
and independent complaint, against the afore-mentioned proceedings of the 
Session of the Madison Square Presbyterian Church, which please see at 
pages 39 and 41 ; then turn to the minutes of the extraordinary proceedings 
of Presbytery at page 42, and read from the report of their judicial com- 
mittee : " As there has been no trial on the merits of the case, no appellate 
jurisdiction can as yet he invoiced. When a case is preferred to the court of 
first resort, said court is to consider whether it is proper to institute trial or 
to dismiss it,^"* &c., which, if correctly understood, dismissed my appeal and 
complaint, without a hearing, simply because my charges were so dismissed 
in the court below, thus suggesting the strongest possible motives to evade 
and defeat judicial action in " a court of first resort." Then please refer to 
my notice of intention to appeal from and complain to Synod of that curious 
decision, with the reasons therefor (pages 44 to 47) ; after carefully consider- 
ing which, I beg your attention to the following particulars in regard to the 
proceedings of said Presbytery : 

First. The important and inexcusable omissions and other inaccuracies of 
their minutes, as set forth in my notice of complaint to Synod and in my ex- 
ceptions made to their Stated Clerk, some four or five of which, as I am in- 
formed, have been corrected since my notice of appeal to Synod was in their 
possession. 

Seoond. The apparent fact noticed by several present, in reference to 
some of them, that everything in regard to their action had been agreed upon 
and matured, and the whole cause prejudged and decided beforehand. Wit 
11688 Ist, the motion by the Stated Clerk for adopting the " General Bales 
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dsc., ^^foT this session,'''* for the purpose, as stated by the mover, to avail of the 
use of the 40th, which provides for a judicial committee; 2dl7, the peonliar 
oonstmction of that committee in reference to the relationships and affinities 
of some of them to the several defendants in the case ; which it might ap- ' 
pear invidious to specify, — ^but which must have been known to many pres- 
ent — ^as such as would have been exceedingly embarraflsing to a conscientious 
or sensitive juryman in a civil court. 

Thibd. The action and report of said committee, 1st in this, that while 
the 40th " General Rule " under which they were appointed, and from which 
they derived all their authority, defines and limits their duties to be ^* to 
digest arid arrange all the papers, and to prescribe, under the direction of the 
judicatory, the whole order of the proceedings^'' they not only did not " digest 
and arrange the papers,'^ but in violation of all rules and precedents, they 
most sadly disarranged everything appertaining to the equity and justice of 
the case. None of the charges or documents submil^ted to Session by me, were 
laid before Presbytery or their judicial committee. 2d. In their assumption, 
wholly unsanctioned by ecclesiastical law or precedent, or even by any author- 
ized use of words ; viz., that the word " decision " is identical with, or im- 
plies only^ the " result of a trial of a cause upon its merits ;" when in the 
case before them, the Session themselves, the authors of the act complained 
of, in their minutes, twice call their action, dismissing the case, a *' deci- 
sion ;" and when the settlement of appeals from the chair on points of order, 
and other similar uses of the word are nine times "identified" with the 
term *' decision " (or decide) in the General Rules, under which the Com- 
mittee had their existence: see the 9th Rule, in which, even the determina- 
tions of questions of order are especially declared to be " decisions " and sub- 
ject to appeal, &c. 

FouBTH. The extraordinary action of the majority of Presbytery, in not 
only denying me all right of objecting to the strange proceedings in organiz- 
ing and appointing the committee as above stated, but even the liberty of 
speech also, till all matters were virtually settled. See Minutes of Presby- 
tery, page 43, which but very imperfectly convey an impression of the 
persistent opposition which was made to my being heard at all. I forbear to 
state those proceedings, as carefully noted at the time, except as follows: 

" After several other efforts to speak and protest, which were opposed by 

and , I objected to the minutes of Session being read from 

the hooh into which they had recently "been copied, for the reason that they had 
not been approved in that book, and that * the interpolated minutes ' com- 
plained of, only appeared in their pencil interlineations in the original book," 
which I finally succeeded in obtaining and showing to the Presbytery, but was 
not permitted to examine the Stated Clerk concerning the said minutes, 
although I had called him there as a witness for that purpose. 

Fifth. The inexcusable fact that while my appeal and complaints were in 
reference to a large number of distinctly specified irregularities, and other 
important matters (besides the final decision of Session), such as ^^ partiality,^'' 
^^ erroneous minutes,'''' " interpolation of their records,'''' &c. (see pages 39 and 
41), none of which were excluded, or at all affected by the frivolous objec- 
tions raised by the committee, still the whole were ignored, utterly disre- 
garded, and peremptorily shut out from all consideration by the action of 
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both the oommittee and the majority of Presbytery, as is more fblly'stated 
in notice of appeal to Synod, page 44. 

Sixth. The previons question being moved and carried, all farther debate 
was cut off, and the vote (upon a count being called) showed that seven, (fivfi 
of the oommittee, and Mr. W., a nephew of liir. Dodge, and one other,' a 
ministerial friend of Dr. A.) voted for the adoption of the report, 'and three 
against it — ^less than half of the whole number as announced by the minutes 
as present, voted at all, and but one] third of the whole number voted for 
adopting the report of the committee. 

The Presbytery solemnly adjourned with prayer, and most of those pres- 
ent left ; after which it is mid that their minutes were approved ; and I re- 
ceived the certified copy as printed at page 42. 

Thus I was a second time refused that impartiality and justice so fully 
enjoined in our Book of Discipline, and in The Book also : and thus my diffi^ 
culties with Mr. Dodge now stand. 

And now what further shall be done ? As stated in the preface, I have 
carefally sought counsel, and have been favored with all kinds of advice, and 
suggestions. 

" Forgive mM^ forgive them all," say Mr. D.'s friends, and some few others. 
But^ shall I do so before I am asked ? While the parties still persist in their 
wrongs ? I find no such instructions in " The Book." Our blessed Saviour 
taught (Luke xvii, 3, 4), " If thy "brother trespass against thee, rebuke him^ 
ATSTD IF HE BEPENT, forgive him,'''' &c., and although He gave His life to save 
those who have sinned against Him, yet he nowhere offers forgiveness with- 
out confession and repentance. Adopting the style of reasoning of our 
Reverend Judicial Oommittee, it may be added : 

1. Forgireness ** presupposes '* sorrow and confession for a wrong committed '* with 
a resnit— which result is identified with the '*'* repentance, upon which alone the forgive- 
ness of transgressions *' is recognized in ocb Book.^^ — Luke xvii, 8 and 4. 

2. *' As there has been ^' no sorrow or repentance manifested in the case, no forgive- 
ness " can as yet be invoked." 

''^Appeal and complain to Synod,''^ say most of my ministerial friends and 
counsellors. Acting under that advice, I promptly gave the required notice 
of intention to so appeal and complain (see page 44). But 

" State tJie facts, svhmit them to those interested, amd rest where you are ; 
your ca/use is abundantly vindicated and your opponent is sufficiently con' 
demned,'''* say others; and for the following reasons I had' fully decided upon 
this latter suggestion : 

FiBST. For three years Mr. Dodge has had my standing offer, often spe- 
cifically repeated, for a settlement of all our difficulties upon Ohristian prin- 
ciples. Once, he contumaciously rejected all advances of a Committee of three 
of the Session, appointed with power to settle these difficulties in the same 
way (pages S9 and 54), Once, without cause or excuse, he repudiated a writ- 
ten agreement for such a settlement, signed by both parties and witnessed, — 
and— erased his name therefrom, without my knowledge or consent (see 
pages 47 to 49). And twice, he and his friends have dodged and evaded a 
trial of my charges against him upon their merits, through the interpositioQ 
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pf frivolous objections based upon inezonsable technicalities and quibbles upon 
the meaniug of words ; and if he is willing to remain in his present position, 
with my diarges and proofs, including his qualified confession of them, still 
in the hands of Session and now made known to you all, cannot I rest? Am 
I not sufficiently vindicated by his so persistent refusal to meet the case upon 
its merits ? Upon that point my frieUds say I should be satisfied. They de- 
sire nothing better for me, an enemy could wish no worse for him. Whenever 
he desires forgiveness upon the terms eiyoined in the Bible, he shall have it 
even to seventy times seven. Until then I must submit to the iigunctions of 
our Saviour as indicated in the concluding paragraph of our text. 

Sboondly. To prosecute my appeal and complaint in Synod, would, first, 
involve a tedious delay till October next, during which time my own death 
or the death of one or two important witnesses would terminate the case, and 
leave my cause undecided, and my memory to suffer undeserved reproach ; 
or, sickness or absence of the same parties, or various other contingencies, 
might postpone it a year longer, or indefinitely ; and, 

Thubd, if none of these events should occur, the action in Synod might, 
and probably would be to refer the case back to Presbytery, who, by the 
same means before resorted to, might — I don^t know what they might not do^ 
and until their recent proceedings are reviewed and corrected, no respect for 
their decisions ^^ can be invoked '' (see foot note, page 43), and I see not why 
I should again, voluntarily, expose myself to such action. 

'* But,'' say the friends of the church, and the advocates of a pure admin- 
istration of her laws, *^ The judicatories of the church must be vindicated." 
Very true, but am I, who have twice been denied all justice in the church's 
judicatories, under further obligations of that kind ? 

While I feel confident, upon the assurance of those best competent to ad- 
vise, that all these gross errors of both Session and Presbytery would be cor- 
rected in Synod, yet I cannot see that it is my especial duty to protect or to 
deliver its judicatories from reproach. Having sufficiently vindicated my 
cause, a further prosecution of the subject by me, might seem to justify one 
of Mr. Dodge's calumnies. 

There are those whose official relations enjoin upon them duties in that 
matter which do not rest upon me ; and who also possess more power, and 
better means and opportunities than I enjoy for such purposes. To them I 
prefer to consign that duty ; and having thus laid before you my " explana- 
tion and appeal," unless overruled by the judgment and persuasions of others, 
I will rest my cause until we all appear before that dread tribunal where 
considerations of wealth and social influences will have no weight, where the 
plea of " expediency " cannot be made ; and whose decision iipon the great 
questions at issue has already been rendered in the verdict," He thatjustifieth 
the mckedj and he that condemneth thejiLst, even they both are abomination to 
the LordJ*^ — ^Prov. xviii, 15. 

Although much has been omitted for want of space, the matter has been 
fairly stated, and with sufficient fulness, as previous to some action on the 
part of Synod to correct the errors herein exposed. 

And now, what are to be the results of these sad developments, and where 
shall farther responsibilities rest? 
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In ihj honest efforts to oppose " extra official aetiy'*^ and to resist wrong 
deeds, I brought npon myself the injnrioiis attacks as herein stated ; and in 
seeking a deliverance from those, I have incurred the other evils herein ex- 
posed, in all which matters I believe I have done my whole duty — no 
more than the occasion called for, and I see not how I conld have done less; 
but who, with such consequences in prospect, will hereafter either care or 
dare to thus expose themselves for the correction of wrong or the defence 
of the right? 

I hold myself responsible for the truth of every statement herein made. 
"With these facts before you, you are now responsible before God for your 
Judgments and actions in the premises. 

I know I am exposing myself to the disapprobation of those whose acts are 
herein criticized, but I believe I shall not be censured by good men, nor my 
statements controverted in any way by any responsible party ; but I shall 
doubtless be subject, as heretofore, to disingenuous and unjust appeals to your 
sympathies and judgments, based upon a misconstruction of the facts; and per- 
haps I shall suffer from an occasional half-concealed attack upon my motives 
and acts by some, under circumstances which preclude all response. " But 
none of these things move me." Conscious of the rectitude of my course, 
and trusting in the justice of my cause, I will again bear in silence till my day 
of delivery from all misrepresentation and wrong. 

As for my calumniator, he will not suffer in his own esteem, nor much in 
the estimation of his friends. He has but to continue his public benevolent 
demonstrations which have so greatly increased since my complaints against 
him were first made public, and he will soon be set right again in this com- 
munity ; such is our present public sentiment, unwittingly created and fos- 
tered by our good men, in ways similar to those herein developed. 

So far as I am individually concerned, I trust this matter is now dismissed. 
But are there not further duties for some one to perform? 

Have not the church and this moral community great interest in the facta, 
principles, and practices herein discussed and exposed? 

Is it " expedient " or safe in this time of general demoralization among 
those in positions of wealth and influence, for our preachers and teachers, and 
our administrators of ecclesiastical law, by their examples and their solemn 
of&cial acts, to give countenance and support to an unlimited '^ exercise of 
discretion " and the practice of an uncontrolled " expediency " in the discharge 
of high official duties? 

Are such proceedings in harmony with the large expenditures now being 
made to teach sound morality and inculcate the Divine precepts of our blessed 
Saviour in our theological institutions, and from our- liberally supported 
pulpits ? 

Now in this time of our country's imminent peril — when our Government 
is suffering so intensely from such constant developments of moral and pecu- 
niary defalcations in all its departments — when the true-hearted but poor 
patriot is rudely jostled aside by those who have gloated and fattened upon 
the ill-gotten gains of extortion and defalcations in their contracts for the 
supply of our armies and navy^when men, hitherto occupying high positions 
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in ohuroh and state, are so overcome by the lore of money, and the distino* 
tions and immunities which it bestows in tbis community, is it wise to excuse 
and foster the sentiment that " money is king, and the king can do no wrong? " 
Is it not rather the duty and the time to exercise and advocate that stern 
morality, both preached and practised by our forefathers in our first great 
struggle for national honor and independence ; when menjs positions in either 
the state, army, or the church, were never secured wholly through pecuniary 
influence? 

These considerations have become quite too serious to be lightly disposed 
of. It is matter of grave doubt in the minds of many good men, whether the 
present immense expenditure of money and labor, in the distribution of Bibles 
and good books, and for the teaching and preaching of truth and righteousness 
in other ways, is blessed with a corresponding improvement in morals; and the 
inquiry naturally arises. Why ? — Is it because of the opposing influences of the 
bad examples and inexcusable acts of good men, as herein explained ? 

When those in high places in the church and society forget their responsi- 
bilities, and sacrifice their Christian honor to worldly purposes or practices, 
how can it be expected to stay the tide of demoralization in the masses? 

With these suggestions and inquiries for those in any way concerned — or 
those whose duty it is to watch over and correct the morals of this commu- 
nity — and witH'the following quotations from a discussion and exposure of 
somewhat similar transactions some four years since, I will close this appeal, 
and submit my case. 

" Without an^ reference at this time to the cause or remedy of an increase of corrup- 
tion in onr Judiciary, our Legislatures, aad our Municipal GovernmeDts, of which so 
much has been said and written, it may safely be asserted that the great and principal 
cause of the dreadful and increasing prevalency of the defalcations and mal-adminietra- 
tions in our railroad and other corporate institutions, is to be found in the growing dis- 
position to overlook and conceal or excuse all such trespasses/' * * * 

*' For many months past our conservative journals nave given us but too frequent 
reports of the painful exposures thus made in our midst; yet few seem to realize the 
magnitude of the evil, or the extent to which it has penetrated the more wealthy and 
nominally respectable portions of society ; and fewer still have the independency of posi- 
tion, or the moral couran^e to express their views freely, or to make any personal appli- 
cation of the evils and dishonesty thus exposed." * * * 

** More than this, however, is necessar^r to a remedy of the great evils referred to. 
Good men*8 minds have become contaminated. They have by habit and familiarity 
begun to regard with complacency what they would formerly, and ougb*« p-^w, to abhor. 
They must be brought back to right feelings and ^ accurate perception • ; nd this can 
only be done by a severe discipline. Things must be called by their rigu!^ tiames wher- 
ever found, and corruption must be rebuked by whomsoever practised, anditis apologists 
discountenanced." ♦ ♦ ♦ 

** Wealth, social position, and great and ostentatious benevolence must no long\ 
blind our eyes to the existence of such palpable wrongs, nor furnish so ready an excuso 
and so complete an immunity to the commission of crime." 

Since the exposures above referred to were made, a very decided improve- 
ment in the particular matters therein alluded to, has been experienced ; that 
the same or greater good results will follow these, is the earnest prayer of 

Yours, very respectfully Geo. D. Phelps. 

May, 1863. 
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CHARGES AND OTHER DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO. 

Yoar attention is now respectfully asked to the following charges and 
eomplaints against Mr. Dodge, with the accompanying correspondence with 
hina, and other commnnioations laid before Session ; copies of all of which 
are now in my possession, attested by the certificates of the Stated Clerk. 

NsTT YoBK, AprU %lstt 18(0. 
Fbe^ebick Bull, Esq., 

Clerk of Session of MadiBon Sqttare Presbyterian Church : 

My dear Sir : I herewith hand yon sundry docnments addressed to yonr Ses- 
•km, and which I request may not be opened, until presented to*the Session at a reg> 
ular meeting of the same ;* and I desire that the same may be presented and acted 
upon at the first convenient opportunity. 

Very respectftilly yours, &c., 

[Signed] Geo. D. Phelps. 

7b th£ Session {The Pastor and Elders) of the Madison Square Presbyterian 
Church : 

Bbethren : Under date of April 17th, 1860, 1 submitted to you the copies of a 
correspondence between Mr. Wm. E. Dodge and myself, referring to some of my com- 
plfunts against him, to which I asked your attention, and concerning which I made 
certain requests.f 

Those documents were returned to me by your Clerk, with a communication dated 
the 24th following, and with the explanation that *4t is not in accordance with the 
epidt of the Book of Discipline, that the Church Session should be the depository of 
matteri^ in controversy between brethren; which are not presented to them for their 
action ; " and closing with the remark that *' consequently it was not necessary for 
that purpose that the Session should read the correspondence." 

I had hoped that the presentment of the case thus made by me, would lead to 
tome informal action, which would change Mr. Dodge's known purpose to join our 
communion, and thus save me the necessity of any further action in the premises ; 
but his persistence in coming into the Church, taken in connection with the time and 
manner of his doing so, has imposed upon me the necessity of more formally laying 
before you my complaints against Mm. 

My own ill health since this event, and the well known occupation of the time of 
the Session with other absorbing duties, has delayed this action hitherto. But having 

* I had thus early received such intimation of opposition and other indications of 
hostility to my contemplated proceedings from one party, that I felt it necessary to keep 
my charges under seal until Session were met, ana ready to act upon them ; but my 
precautions did not much avail. 

t This refers to the correspondence of March, 1860, which see in the following 
pages, 21 to 80. 
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Bofifered much and long, and being still subjected to much wrong from the injarions 
and unchristian acts of Mr. Dodge, and he haying persistently rejected all the nsaal 
means of reconciliation in such cases provided, I am driven to seek relief through you. 
My duty to myself, my duty to my family, and my duty to the Church, all demand 
tiiis action at my hands. 

I therefore now present the following complaint or charges against Mr. Wm. E. 
Dodge, upon which I ask your official action : 

I charge Mr. Dodge with Falsehood, Conspiracy, Slander or Defamation, and 
Hypocrisy or Disingenuousness— especially as practised toward me, and greatly to my 
reproach and injury ; and generally against the peace, honor, and prosperity of the 
Church at large. 

FiBST. For the convenience of the Session and other reasons, I will now limit my 
charges of falsehood and defamation against Mr. Dodge, to the ten particular specifi- 
cations as shown in the same number of extracts or quotations from a certain written 
document over his own signature, and as more particularly set forth in the accom- 
panying document or exhibit marked *' A,*'* which is the copy of a paper prepared in 
1860 for other use, and which is now submitted herewith, as part of this communica- 
tion and complaint. 

The said extracts or quotations in red ink,! are from a certain written document 
dated the 23d day of March, 1857, signed by the said Wm. E. Dodge and others, and 
submitted by him and them to a number of gentlemen acting as a committee appoint- 
ed to investigate and report upon certain imputations' of official malfeasance made by 
me against some of the said parties. 

And I charge that the said Wm. E. Dodge did falsely, slanderously, and injuriously 
apply to me the said defamatory epithets and dishonorable imputations, with the 
design, as I truly believe, and as is plainly shown in the said document itself, to des- 
troy my reputation and ruin my character in the estimation of those to whom the said 
communication was presented, and thereby to frustrate and defeat the faithful and hon- 
nest dischaige of the duties of the said investigating committee ; and that such results 
did actually oocur, very much to my disparagement and injury ; and further, in con- 
sequence of the religious profession and general reputable character of the said Dodge, 
and through his influence or example, several other parties, who knew nothing of the 
merits of the malicious charges so made against me, and who, from the existing cir- 
cumstances, could not possibly know anything of them, were induced to sign the said 
documents, and thereby to add weight to the said false and malicious accusations, and 
to increase the evil designed against me. 

I further declare that the said imputations and charges made .against me ^ by the 
said Dodge, and as shown in the accompanying document '* A,** in red ink, are all 
false, defamatory, and malicious ; and that the most, if not all of them, must have been 
known to be so by the said Dodge, when he signed and used the said document as 
aforesaid, and especially that one in regard to a quarrel with himself, the falsity of 
which was then a matter of legal record. § 

I still further declare that when the said false and ii\jurious report of the said in- 
vestigating committee, based upon the said false accusations of the said Dodge and 
others, was presented to a very laige meeting of citizens, called by Mr. Dodge and 

* For these specifications, see the following letter to Mr. Dodge (page 28), where 
they are all quoted and explained as in exhibit' **A," which, to save repetition, is 
omitted in this publication. 

t Now printed in italics, in the following letter. 

i Now snown in the following correspondence, in italics. 

§ See a full expos^ and refutation of all these calumnies in ^'Bailroad Mismanage- 
ment," pages 20 to 80 of that pamphlet. 
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his associates, Mr. Dodge was present, and voted for or consented to its adoption, and 
also for the resolution that it should be printed and published ; that he was a member 
of the Board of Managers to whom it was referred for publication and distribution ; 
that he assisted or connived at that libellous transaction ; and that when appealed to^ 
to suppress the said report, by certain parties who foresaw and stated that a bitter con- 
troversy must necessarily follow the said publication, and who promised on my behalf 
that the said suppression should end the said controversy, Mr. Dodge did not use his 
influence, as earnestly requested, to >uppress the publication and distribution of said 
report, and thus put an end to all difficulty between me and Mr. Dodge and his 
associates ; but the same was printed and extensively circulated by Mr. Dodge and 
his associates, greatly to my injury, and to the mortification of many good men, both 
his friends and mine. 

In proof of the foregoing charges, I propose to offer the testimony of , * with 

such others as may be called for or needed in the progress of the trial, and also as 

submitted herewith the copies of correspondence with Wm. E, Dodge and , 

marked ** B," and *^ C,**! respectively, also two priuted pamphlets marked " D " f and 

" E."t 

And I shall also submit such other printed documents and original letters and 

writings as may be required to illustrate and establish my charges against the said 

Wm. E. Dodge. 

Seconi^t, I charge the said Wm. E. Dodge with Hypocrisy, or Dissimulation, in 
this — that when I was earnestly striving by correspondence and otherwise for a recon- 
ciliation with him, while virtually he confessed the authorship and application to me of 
the injurious imputations contained in the extracts herein referred to,{ he persistently 
declined to make any proper acltnowledgment of, or apology for the same ; and most 
nncandidly, guarded and qualified his language with ** ifs,** and other hypothetical ex- 
pressions, to such an extent as to nullify all his professions of kind feelings ; and that 
while ostentatiously proffering his forgiveness to me of injuries which I had never 
inflicted upon him, and of which he had made no specification or complaint, he still 
persistently refused to submit all matters of difference between us to the arbitration of 
mutual Christian friends, as repeatedly proposed by me, upon the frivolous and disin- 
genuous plea, that the state of his health and other engagements would not permit ; 
his health at the same time being as good as usual, and as was well known, he was 
then devoting much time to attending and presiding at political, temperance, and re- 
ligious public meetings, both here and in Philadelphia. § 

In proof of these latter charges, I submit the correspondence before referred to 
(Document " B *'), and shall offer the testimony of . 



As before remarked, the several documents herewith submitted and marked **A," " B,'* 
" C," " D," and " E," are all offered as necessaiy illustrations and proofs of my com- 
plaints, and " A ** and ** B ** are especially to be regarded as a part of this communi- 
cation. 

The originals of all letters and other documents will be produced when called for ; 
and at the proper time I shall also make such further explanations of the injuries I 
have sustained and am still suffering from the wronglul acts of Mr. Dodge, as the cir- 
comstances may permit or demand. 

* For obvious reasons, the names of nil the witnesaep, amounting altogether to 
seventeen, are now omitted. 

t Omitted in this publicfitirn ns un!icceps*nry in this caf^e. **E*' is the pamphlet 
" Bailroad Mismanagement," &c., which can be had by any who are curious in such 
matters. 
'I See his letter, in the following corrcRpondence. 

i See the following correHpondcnre with liim. 

I Names omitted mr rcasous before htated. 

2 
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I much regret that my well-meant efforts and the kind intenrention of friends for 
a reconciliation with Mr. Dodge, have failed of their purpose, and that the painfol 
dnty of preferring the foregoing charges against him is imposed upon me, and that the 
labor and unwelcome obligation of investigating them will now devolve npon you. 

It only remains for me to request that yon will give to the investigation the 
earliest attention that your other official duties will permit. 

Awaiting your official action, and your notice or request for my attendance, 
- ' I remain very truly yours, &c., 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

Nbw Yosk, April 21«^ 1862. 

Nxw YoBK, Jifay 1th, 1862. 
To t7u Session of the Madison Square Presbyterian Church : 

Dbab Brethren : Being unacquaiuled witli the prescribed rules in such cases pro- 
vided — when I submitted to you my complaint against Mr. Win. E. Dodge, I took the 
libeirty, in the accompanying note of April 22d, to intimate the desire, that if any 
informality, irregularity, or omission should be found in my proceedings, that I might 
be informed, and have the opportunity to make a prompt correction. 

I did not snpppse, of conrse, that any opinion could bo formed upon those points until 
my communication should have been formally received and read ; and the precise nature 
of my charges, as presented, should be known. 

But as questions were suggested to me yesterday by our pastor (your Moderator) 
whether xny complaints were not barred by the statute of limitations, and whether I had 
adopted all tlie prescribed preliminary steps, &g ,* I have been led to examine more 
thoroughly the rules governing the case, and I am satisfied that when the proper oppor_ 
tunity is given me, I shall be fully prepared to justify my course upon this, as well as 
upon all other points to be raised in course of the investigation. 

While such inquiries may, quite naturally, arise in the mind of any one, I shall pre- 
sume that no member of the Session will entertain any such doubts, much less express 
them to my prejudice, until properly informed of the nature and extent of my charges,! 
which it is to be presumed no one of the Session at present knows ; and which no one 
can fully understand and appreciate until the examination of some of the witnesses 
is had. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to refer to an erroneous impression, which by some 
strange means seems to have obtained currency, viz., that the acts of Mr. Dodge, of 
which I complain, were provoked by previous unchristian acts on my part towards him ; 
— such a conclusion would be utterly unsustained by facts ; — is highly injurious to my 
cause ; — and will of course not be entertained by any member of the Session until the 
facts shall bo submitted to justify such opinion. 

I shall be pleased if an early day can be fixed to commence the investigation of my 
complaints, — ^in the mean time it seems proper, and it is my desire that they shall re- 
main under seal until the Session can formally receive them. 

If not regarded as intruHive, I beg to call the attention of the Session to the Article 
IX of chapter iv of Book of Discipline, and remain, 

Very respectfully, your Christian brother, 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

* These " suggfestions " were made to me in a manner and form much more objeo- 
Uouable and embarrassing than is here indicated — and were the cause for submit- 
ting this and the following communications to Session ; and the *' questions '' raised 
and " suggestions " made, were not, by any means, confined to me. The result — as 
manifested in the action of Session — will sufficiently indicate their extraordinary nature 
and persistency. 

t In this, I was quite too confiding— and " presumed " too much. Although my 
charges were not formally received by Session until the 27th of May, one party at least 
seems to have known enough of their nature, to embarrass me very much by suggesting 
objections and arguments against them, in advance of their being presented. 
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1 NiwYoEK, Jlfoy 12<a, 18«f . ' 
2h the Session of tite Madison Square Prethyterian Church: 

Dkab Bbetiiren : Beferring to my ohargea against Mr. Dodge, and especially to my 
explanatory note of tiie 7tli iust., — it baa since occurred to me that some more partio* 
nlar observations upon the objections suggested by Dr. Adams, noted therein, concern- 
ing the possible irregularity of my proceedings, might remove all doubts and facilitate 
your action. I therefore beg yqnr attention to the following points, upon which I shall 
be prepared to offer further arguments when necessary.* 

First. In regard to " preliminary steps ;" — I suppose reference is had to Art. Ill of 
chapter ii, and my first remark is that the injunctions of our Saviour referred to therein 
(Matthew xvlii, 15, 16), were ottered when and where very few could either read or 
write; all negotiations and transactions were then necessarily conducted in person, 
and were perpetuated by oral testimony. Hence the injunction to go personally and to 
*' take one or two more" (brethren, or^members of the church are not specified) ; why f 
— **tliAt in the mouth of two or more witnesses, every word may be established." But 
since, in the providence of Qod, a better way has been provided by a correspondence 
in writing, securing at the same time a calmer discussion, and a more perfect establish- 
ment of every word uttered, surely it will not be claimed that the Idter of the law it 
to govern in this ca.se exclusively. I take it that it is the spirit of our Saviour's 
instructions which is to be our guide in this as in all other matters ; or else we shall bo 
somewhat embarrassed by the letter of the few verses following, as well as by some 
other texts familiar to you all. 

To adhere to a literal construction in all cases might open up some grave questions in 
regard to the practice of our own and many other churches. 

Sboondlt. I would observe that the matters complained of by me are not altogether 
of a "personal" character, but the peace, honor, and prosperity of the church are also 
deeply concerned; and the "offence" was very far from being "private." On the con- 
trary, it seemed to be so public and " aggravated " from the very first, as to preclude all 
reasonable hope of any private reconciliation, and to place it entirely without the reach 
of the restriction referred to. Most of the falsehoods and calumnies were nttered in 
the presence of, and in connection with fifteen men, and were submitted in writing to 
at least five others, clearly with the design to ruin my character ; and they immediately 
became public and notorious ; but, thirdly, having had the formality of personal 
interviews with Mr. Dodge, and having in those interviews, in the kindest way and most 
formal manner — and in that way best calculated " to establish every word " between ns 
— tried to bring about a reconciliation with him, until he peremptorily declined further 
negotiations (see copies of our correspondence, exhibit " B "),t I claim that even if 
the offence were "personal and private," I have conformed to all the preliminaries 
required by the true interpretation of the rule given by our Saviour on that point. 

In regard to the objection of limitation of time, which I suppose is founded on Art. 
V, ohap. xi, of the Book of Discipline, I would remark. 

First. My complaint is not simply of " Scandal," and if it were, it might be urged 
that the " crime " was, at first, and has always continued to be most " flagrant; " and, 
therefore, could not technically " recently become flagrant," but is now cruelly " fla- 
grant," and can never bo expected to be less so, unless some suitable retraction of the 
calumnies is made, or some restitution and reconciliation otherwise effected. 

SxooNDLY. I observe that no earlier presentation of the case was practicable. So 
long as Mr. Dodge remained in his former church relations, there seemed to me to be 
insurmountable difficulties in the way of such action. 

Constituted as the Session of that church then was, with Mr. Dodge, his brother-in- 
law, and his particular friend, C. B. Bobert (believed to be the ruling spirit of the Ses- 
sion, if not of the church also, and at the same time the fellow-conspirator and coadjutor 
of Mr. D.) as its principal members, a fair trial before that judicatory could not have 
been hoped for by me. 

♦ No opportunity was ever offered me for further suggestions or arguments, 
t Under date of March 9th, 1860 ; see following pages. 
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Thibdlt. The negotiations and efforts for a reconciliation were kept np by me until 
after my arrangements for my late journey to Europe were made, and until he 
peremptorily closed ther correspondence, and then I left my long-pending proposal for 
% reference of our difficulties to Christian friends, still open to be accepted by him at 
any time. 

Still more recent " preliminary steps " have been taken by me,* but the result is 
not such as to require any change of proceedings on my part or yours, and the difficul- 
ties are now assuming such an aspect, as to justify me in urging your earliest possible 
investigation of the matters submitted to you by me. 

His uniting himself with our church the first communion season after my return 
seemed to impose upon me the duty, and at the same time furnished me the oppor- 
tunity to renew my etforts to bring Mr. Dodge to a just sense of the wrongs done to me 
and to the church of our common Saviour. 

Hy sickness and your well-known pressing engagements have, since that event, 
delayed my proceedings ; hut as less than thirteen months have transpired since the 
termination of our (former) correspondence, in which he virtually acknowledged my 
complaints, surely under all these circumstances, and in view of the foregoing obser- 
vations, neither Mr. Dodge, nor any friend in his behalf, will interpose any of the 
objections referred to. 

Awaiting with much interest the commencement of your proceedings in this case, 
I remain Tour Christian brother, 

Geo. D. Phblfs. 

Document A, being the specifications referred to in the foregoiog charges, 
is omitted here — the same being recapitulated in the first of the following 
letters. 

Document B, being the correspondence with Mr. Dodge first submitted 
to Session in April, 1860, before Mr. D. joined our church, and again in 
April, 1862, with, and as a pnrt of the foregoing charges and complaints. 
From the introduction it will be seen that it bad been previously shown to a 
few Christian friends, with the following introductory remarks : 

• 

" In submitting the following correspondence for the perusal of a few Christian 
(Hends, it is proper to state th t it originated in the earnest desire and best intentions 
. 0^ a much-esteemed mutual friend, for the proper adjustment of the unhappy differ- 
ences too long existing between the parties.f 

** Its failure at the moment when a settlement seemed easy and certain, is mnch to 
be regretted. The persistent insertion of a very few little words into the programme 
of Mr. D.*s third letter, defeated the measure, and has unfortunately left ns in a worse 
position than before. 

* The correspondence which was commenced May 9th, 1862. See page (81) fol- 
io win sr. 

t This correspondence occurred after Mr. Dodffe had taken a i)ew in our church, 
but several mohtns before he presented his letter oi admission ; and it had its origin in 
the earnest desire of our then mutual friend, to settle our differences before he should 
join our communion. The fir^t letter is almoBt verbatim the language of our friend, as 
the original draft now in mv possession shows; for all the others over my name, I 
assume the responsibility. * 'the same friend also undertook to secure to me a suitable 
reply, which undertaking, after three fruitless efforts, he abruptly abandoned (see foot- 
notes further on); thus (unintentionally of course) leaving me m a worse position than 
before ; and here commenced that alienation and those embarrassments to which I have 
before referred. Because I would not accept, as saHs/actory^ from Mr. Dodge, what he, 
at first, and all my other friends afterwards acknowledged to be insufficient, he seemea 
to be highly displeased, and from that time declined to act as mediator, declaring in a 
note, under date April 10, 1860, that his *' responsibility in relation to the matter ceased 
some time ago," &c., as will appear further on. 
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" It should be observed that the whole difficulty, as it now ezistf, has grown out of 
the misrepresentations and exaggerations of my mild and qualified imputations against 
the Ulegcd official acts only, of certain parties specified, and tibe unnatural conspiracy 
or combination of those imputed parties, with a number of others unaccused ; and the 
strange proceedings of the Committee appointed to investigate the said imputations. 
If my complaints had been fairly or calmly conndered, either by the stockholders to 
whom they were first made, or by the Investigating Committee to whom they were 
referred, the whole matter would have been promptly settled, and without any acri- 
mony or recriminations ; or, if the usual civilities had been extended to me by the 
Committee, or by the imputed parties when their report was presented, nothing further 
would have been required on my part. 

" But certain parties were detennined to be whitewashed, and their friends, not 
satisfied with that simple service, but to make the colors stand out more prominently 
by contrast, must needs attempt to paint me in opposite hues. That was both dis- 
honest and unwise. Some of those parties may be excused. It was doubtless deeired 
and expected of them. But not so in regard to Messrs. B. and B. In a report just 
previously made by them, recommending a code of by-laws, got up expressly to guard 
against the very illegal acts of which I complained, they had, in the most explicit 
manner, committed themselves to my cause. (See their report on those proposed by- 
laws, printed by order of the stockholders.) 

*' Why, and under what circumstances they changed their policy, has been fully 
set forth in my last paifiphlet.* 

" Upon a careful review of the whole subject, while I deeply regret much that has 
transpired, and would gladly recall all of bitterness of expression which, under the 
most cruel provocations, I was con8traine<i to publish in defence of my reputation, so 
ruthlessly assailed, I must in truth, and in duty to myself, reaffirm the essential truth 
of every important imputation made by me, as well as the correctness of the several 
expositions of the wrongs of the several parties, as set forth in the " Histozy of the 
Investigation,'' the ** Review of the Report of the Committee," and the subsequent 
publications,* called forth by the more recent acts of the imputed parties, or their 
friends of the Investigating Committee. 

** In conclusion, I beg the reader to bear in mind how much easier it is, in such a 
retrospect, to discover and lament or condemn mistakes and errors of judgment, than 
to foresee and avoid them at the time." 

Nbw YoRK,fJlfarcA 9, 1860. 
Wm. E. Dodoe, Esq. : 

Mt dear Sir : May I earnestly solicit your candid consideration of what I am 

now about to write. 

I address you individually, and as a Christian brother, and not in any associate 
capacity. 

In the collisions of business matters, we, who were for so many years in pleasant 
relations as friends, have been brought into alienation and estrangement. 

Members of a Christian church, it should occasion either of us a profound sorrow 
to do anything which would bring reproach upon that Blessed Saviour whom we 
dedre to honor and serve. 

We are making rapid advances in life, and the tune cannot be long before we shall 
both stand before Him who searcheth the heart. I desire to live and die with a pure 
oonscience ; I most earnestly desire that there may be an adjustment of our present 
unpleasant differences on Christian principles ; believing it to be, not only our solenm 

* '* Railroad Mismanagement,^' &o. 
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dntj', bnt that it will also condnce to our mntual comfort and happiness, and nse- 
fnlness.' 

Some overtures which I designed should lead to this resnlt were nnsnccessfnl ; 
perhaps they were not wisely conceived or rightly expressed or correctly nnder- 
stood. I am more willing to concede that there was some infelicity on my own part, 
than to reproach yon for not accepting them. I mean to be so explicit now that there 
can be no misunderstanding of my real feelings. 

If any of our differences are the result of misapprehension, they are capable of 
explanation. If there has been wrong on both sides, there is a place for mutual con- 
cession. 

In regard to myself, I am far from making any pretensions to infallibility. I can 
/ see much which I wish had never occurred, and which I sincerely regret. If my 

present object were self-exculpation, perhaps I should plead the power of provocation ; 
to which I might add, that I felt myself driven to some measures which would have 
been avoided, had I been allowed a more suitable opportunity for explanation and vin- 
dication ; but on this occasion I have no desire to shield myself from all blame. 

"Wherein my disposition or conduct have been other than they should be, it is my 
desire to acknowledge and deplore it ; and if I have done wrong, it will give me 
sincere pleasure to repair it. I say this that you may not misunderstand the spirit in 
which I now approach you. 

On the other hand, I am not willing to believe that you, a Christian brother, 
would be happy to see me resting under imputations which are undeserved. It would, 
I believe, occasion you real pain, should I die with heavy charges resting upon my 
name, to the grief and injury of my family, which it was in your power to remove ; or 
with the conviction on my part, that yon had done me great injustice and wrong. 

Permit me therefore to say, that I am living now under the consciousness of a great 
wrong which it is in your power to remove. I do not now advert to differences of 
opinion in business matters, where our judgments as to measures did not agree, bnt to 
charges which affect my private character, which seem intended to ** stamp ** me as 
undeserving of Christian confidence, in reference to which I feel that I can and must 
invoke the interposition of your Christian truth and honor. 

I cannot but think (and it would be a relief to me to know that it was so) that you 
nave forgotten the terms of that language in which you have indorsed chains against 
me (all of which I sincerely believe are without foundation in fact), and from the 
effects of which, in their influence upon the minds and actions of others, I. am still 
Buffering. 

Will you permit me to recall to your memozy a few expressions out of the docu- 
ment referred to (the possession of which has so strangely and persistently been de- 
nied to me), which by their wrongfulness and severity have done me so great injustice, 
and occasioned so many painful feelings to me and others. I give you but a part of 
the few- 1 was enabled to procure.* 

Ist. * * * " There is now no difference of opinion in relation to the ex-Presi- 
cknfs gro98 miarepresentationa and mischief-making conduct,^* 

* These are the ten specifications named and referred to in exhibit " A,'* and sub- 
mitted to Session, as part of my oharffes against Mr. Bodge. Many others of a similar 
oharacter occurred at intervals throughout the whole thirty-one folio pages of the docu- 
ment, from which these, with so much difficulty, were copied. Not one of them could 
be justified by truth, or excused by any provocation. Indeed, they were all disproved; 
but after their designed effect hud been accomplished, my proo& and evidences of their 
fblsity and injustice were ignored by the Committee. (See the pamphlet before referred 
to.) How similar to the proceeding of which I now compldn I 
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2d. * * * " 7%er« it a malignancy of insinuatiati and falsification of fact that 
are tinaccountahle, except upon one principle well known to this Board." 

Sd * * * " -4 valuable water-power toas wantonly destroyed by direction of the 
ei'Presideht.** * 

4th. • * * ^^ This is another of those insinuations false and toicked.^* 

5th, ♦ * * ** J^tf sought by pouring poison into the minds of different members of 
the Board, to influence them against hinC^ (the Treasurer), " The talk of an Auditor 
was only a cover for the lurking attempt to undermine Mr. . " 

6M. * * ♦ "J[ second great cause of difficulty, was a personal quarrel and laW" 
suit with a neighbor, Mr. Dodge, a member of this Board.f He carried this quarrel so 
far, that finally Mr. Dodge^ for the sake of pea^e, yielded everything he required,*^ 
***** This led to thcU vindictiveness toioard Mr, Dodge rarely seen in a man of 
sound mind** 

1th, * * * *' It has been intimated that the defeat of his darling scheme was 
another great cause of his ill-tempered proceedings.'''' 

6th. * * * ** The eX' President's manner in tfie Board X o.nd in the office were wn- 
gentlemanly, and at times disgracefvl*' (** disgusting " first written, and partially 
erased.) * * * ^^ He would not hesitate to charge falsehood upon the members of 
the Board with great frequency,*^ 

9th. * * * ** The whole truth may be summed up in a few words. The ex-Presi' 
dent is a quarrelsome man. He has quarrelled with his minister — his physician, and 
his neighbor — toiih his partner in business, and tlie mechanics who build his houses and 
repair them,** * * * ** /if remains for us to say that the interests of the company have 
been seriously prejudiced by tlie ex- President.*' ** His obstinacy and jealousy — his un- 
fortunate temper, and especially his desire to introduce what he called improvements in 
machinery, have been a cause of large loss to the company. The loss on the single 
article of locomotives, which the ex-President took the responsibility to order, contrary 
to the opinion of some members of tlu Board, wlio strongly remonstrated against it, is 
very large, beside* greatly embarrassing the operations of the company,'* § 

Your special attention is called to the following : 

lO^A. « * « ''^ And if the present managers \\ are found deficient in duty, let the 
stockholders appoint others who will serve them more faithfully, more truly, more dis- 
interestedly ; on the contrary, if the committee believe that the ex-President is a quar- 
relsome man and a, mischief maker (and if they regard the unanimous testimony of 
the Board they will so believe), they are called upon to stamp him as such. Their duty 

* There was not the shadow of foundation for that asuertion. See my next letter. 

t This extraordinary misrepresentation is unpardonable in Mr. Dodge. Others 
might err through misinformation. He could not. He knows, and knew when he 
liffned that document, tliat there was not one word of truth in the whole charge. (See 
**Kaiiroad Mismanagement/' <&;c., pages 26, 27, and 28, and fill the blanks therein with 
«* W. E. Dodge.") 

X This charge comes with a bad grace from gentlemen who had twice — through 
committees and otherwise — persuaded me to recall my resignation of President of the 
company the same year; and after I had been three times reelected to the office by the 
BtocKholders themselves, and without even one dissenting vote. 

§ This, too, was most triumphantly disproved at the time, and no one better than 
Mr. Dodge knew its falsity. 

I This paragraph may be regarded as the key to the whole "matter, and it shows 
oonclusively that the object of Mr. Dod^e and of the conspiracy, in the scandalous 
charges thus made against me, were to mm my character in the estimation of the said 
Committee, and thus to pervert their judgments, and influcnoe their report; which 
purpose was but too well accomplished. For a full exposition of this matter, see the 
pamphlet ** Railroad Mitimanagement," &c., paiares 42 to 55. See also 18th and 14th 
pages of same pamphlet, where sundry liberal rewards are offered for another document 
80 full of errors, anywhere witnin the limits of semi- barbarism. • 
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to the managers^ their duty to the stockholders, and their d^Uy to themselves alike 
demand such action at their hands.** 

Now, my Christian brother, both of us proC^'SS to act according to the Christian mle, 
" Do unto others as we would wish others to do to us.'* ' 

Would you wish to rest under such imputations — so severe — when you were con- 
scious that they were not true, nor deserved ? 

I have no wish to deal in recriminations, liut I honestly feel that I am suffering 
from your acts. 

Wishing to do what is right to you from me. — is it not a duty which I owe my 
family, my own name, and the Christian church, that I should ask for right to be 
done to me ? 

You will not misjudge me for addressing you individually and separate from all 
your associates. You and I now worship at the same altar, and sit down at the same 
communion table ; you have known me well for many years. In regard to the untruth- 
fcdness and great injustice of several of the matters referred to, no one is better able 
than you to decide ; and, whatever mtiy be the case in regard to others, are there not 
special reasons why there should be a prompt and proper reconciliation between you 
and me ? 

Do you inquire what I should wish you to do, in the premises ? It is not for me to 
dictate. May not the matter be left to your own Christian feelings and judgment? 

You are aware what proposals I have frequently made, and which — ^if that course 
should still be deemed best or necessary— I hereby renew ; viz., to refer all matters of 
difierence between us to any impartial arbitration ; agreeing on my part to abide by 
such decision as may be thus obtained ; hoping thus that all misrepresentations and 
differences may be remedied in a manner which will be for the honor of religion and 
our own personal and domestic peace. 

These suggestions, as you will not fail to notice, are for you alone. 

Hoping that this communication will be received in the spirit in which it has been 
written, and praying for Divine guidance for us both, permit me once more to subscribe 
myself, Your Christian brother, 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

Nkw York, lUh March, 1860. 
Geobge D. Phelps, Esq. : 

My deab Sir: Your favor of the 9th instant was duly received, and my 
answer has been delayed that I might give it the careful consideration that its 
contents appeared to demand. 

I can but regret your allusion to past differences, for I had long since determined 
to forget and forgive the past, and have endeavored so to act towards yon that I 
presumed you were convinced that I entertained no hard feelings, but intended to treat 
you as a Christian and neighbor.* 

* Up to this dav, although I have repentcHv asked for the explanation, — I have 
never known what Mr. Dodge means by his prod'«'r8 of for^ivenesn. I can understand 
why he desires to ^^/orget" — but he ha» never told ine what he wishes to forgive— or of 
any injarv I have done him. 

Both ne and his friends seem to labor nnder a misapprehension in regard to my 
purposes in seeking a reconciliation with him. They f^eein to think it is altogether 
prompted by a desire to be restored to his personal fiivor! It has recently been inti- 
mated to me by one of our elders, that Mr. 1). was ready now "to shake hands, and 
make up I '' Many a person now sufferinsr for his wrong deeds would be glad to " shake 
hands and make up : '^ but no man is rich enough to purchase my favor in that way — 
so long aS he will persist in wrong and injustice. 
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I have no disposition now to go back and recall the many unpleasant matters of 
the past, nor do I think it would be calculated to bring us any nearer together. 

The extracts you have made were made from a document signed by a number of 
gentlemen as weU as myself, in defence of charges made against a part of our number, 
but which all united in the reply, and were made under very peculiar circumstances) 
and would have remained with the committee to whom they were addressed and never 
have met the public eye, if you had not seen fit again and again to have published 
them. This I have always regretted, but cannot be held responsible for.* 

I cannot see that any great good would result from the reference to which you 
refer, nor will the state of my health or my time at any time warrant such an under- 
taking. ' 

I hope we shall both be guided by Christian feelings ; and the fact to which yon 
refer of our worshipping in the same church, will be a farther incentive, I think, to 
the cultivation of kindly intercourse. 

Reciprocating all the kind Christian sentiments in your letter, I take pleasure in 
subscribing myself, Your Christian brother, 

Wm. E. Dodge. 

Nkw York, IXat March^ 1860. 
George D. Phelps, Esq. : 

Mt dear Sir : In a conversation last evening with our mutual friend ,t I 

♦ See my next letter for reply to this. 

+ This was the party before referred to as " our mutual friend," and the author, or at 




** Be 80 kind (if your judgment favors) as not to conmnmicate with Mr. D. till I have 
had one more interview with him." I accordingly waited, and on the evening of next 
day received, through this " friend," Mr. D.'s letter of 28a March. 

This third letter, after an evening's dipcussion with our friend, proving equally 
unacceptable, I left to write my reply, but the next nioming, very early, received the 
following note from our friend, viz. : " Please let me have that letter, and know nothing 
about it till you hear from me after the Sabbath." 

The Monday afternoon following, I met our friend in Broadway. He had consulted 
with some one, and had determined to have no more to do in the matter. He rede- 
livered the letter to me, and 1 promptly wrote the following reply to Mr. Dodge ; and 
on the same day wrote our friend as rollows — from which it will oe rightly inferred that 
a discussion, and some change in his views, had recently occurred : 

New York, March Q&th. 1860. 
it . 

• 

" In reference to the past, but without troubling you further upon the subject, I 
think it my duty to inform you, that upon the most serious consideration, and under 
the advice and sanction of Christian friends, I have addressed a reply to Mr. Dodge, 
which I feel quite sure will bring from him a response, better calculated than any 
vet received, to secure an honorable and pernmnent adjustment of all difficulties 
between us. 

" I hope he will show it to you, for I feel equally confident that you will approve its 
tone and character, and justify me for the motives which prompted it ; I most sincerely 
hope so, for it is one of the most painful events connected with this whole matter, that 
I could not promptlv bring my convictions of duty into perfect harmony with your 
judgment. But I lully trust that you will yet approve, or at least justify my course. 

" I beg you, therefore, to excuse my seeming want of deference to your wishes, and 
to suspend your judgment of my acts, until my plans are developed, rerhaps you will 
find my acts better than my expressions ; at all events, I shall aim to be governed by 
Christian principles. 

"Your misapprehension of the understanding between Mr. and me, concerning 

the proposed letter, will be explained at another time. 

" Very truly yours, &c." 

It will be noticed in the foregoing, that our judgments of my duty had begun to 
differ ; and from this time onward, I Had neither the sympathy nor forbearance of our 
former ** mutual friend." 



26 

found he was made acquainted with oar recent correspondence, and saggested iStie 
idea that it would be, he thought, gratifying to you, to have me state more fully than 
in my last, my desire that you should understand that I retained no unkind feelings 
towards you ; and that, in the review of the past, there are many things which had 
been said and done which I regretted, and if in any way I had wounded your feelings, 
I deeply regret it, and trust the past may now be forgotten, and that our future inter- 
course will be such as becomes those who desire to act in view of eternity. 

Very truly yours, 
[Signed] Wm. E, Dodoe. 

New York, March 26, 1860. 
Wm. E. Dodge, Esq. : 

My dear Sib : Your several letters of 14th, 2l8t, and 23d insts.,* in reply to mine 

of the 9th, were all duly received, and my answer has been postponed for reasons well 

kjdown to you.jf 

I cannot think you will be much surprised that I say to you, that after a careful 

examination, I can find nothing in yours which can be construed into a proper response 

to my letter to you. 

. This result I most sincerely regret. My letter was intended to be so frank and unre- 
served, as to open the way for a reply which should, at once and forever, dispose of all 
matters of difference between us. I think, upon a reperusal of the correspondence you 
will be satisfied that you have not met the case as submitted by me. 

The charges made by you against me are too specific and aggravated, and have 
wrought their intended worft too thoroughly, to be disposed of so summarily, or to be 
excused upon so indefinite expressions of regret. 

In my letter to you I designed to convey the impression, and I will say now dis- 
tinctly, that wherein you will show that I have wrongfully accused you, I will cheer- 
fully and promptly oflTer a suitable unreserved apology. 

^ While the terms of your letter express a generous spirit of forgiveness, I am lefl 
quite in doubt as to what are the acts to which your forgiveness refers. 

I do not recollect anything imputed to you by me, which is either of a personal or 
mminar nature, or which is very derogatory to your Christian character ; and in what 
I said of your official acts, I took pains to excuse you from all conscious and premedi- 
tated wrong. (See the Document.) By a reference to your charges against me, I 
think you will acknowledge they are about as severe as were ever presented against a 
Christian man. Some of them are purely personal, extending back over a period of 
many years, and some of them are of such a nature, that it would seem they must have 
originated with you. Those referring to my official acts, are all included in a period 
of time, during which yon wero not only a member of the Board, but also of the 
Executive Committee ; and I think I have submitted to you documentary evidence 
that they were all without authority or justification. (See my reply as laid before the 
Committee, and aflerwards published in my first pamphlet.) % If you are prepared to 
enstain your charges by any suitable testimony or justification, I will meekly submit 
to such odium and censure as such guilt would merit ; on the other hand, if they can 
neither be sustained nor excused, would it not be more consonant with your acknow- 
ledged Christian character to withdraw them ? Would you not be more happy thus 
frankly to relieve me from undeserved odium and censure ? Would it not be more 

* This third letter is withheld, for reasons stated in footnote further on. 
+ These reasons are explained in the foregoing footnotes, viz. : for the effort of our 
" mutual friend,*' to get a satisfactory answer to my first letter. 

X And since recapitulated in the pamphlet, " Railroad Mismanagement.** 
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noble in both of us, and more honorable to oar profesnons, to make a generous, unr»- 
•erved confession and a full retraction of all we have done wrong to each other ? This 
I shall be most happy to do. Indeed, I know of no other course for a Christian to 
pursue. 

Confession must always precede forgiyeness. It seems to me to be a solecism to 
expect the one without the other. For myself I know not how to accept forgiveness 
for acts to which my attention has not been called, and of which I have no recoUectioci 
or consciousness. 

Both confession and forgiveness, to be acceptable or lasting, must be specific and 
unreserved. With these views, you will excuse me for saying I esteem your letters too 
hypothetical and reserved. "If*^ is sometimes a hard word to get around; and to^ 
express regret for acts ** if" they have been committed, or which /may '* esteem 
derogatory to my character, ** &c., is certainly a very non-committal expression. 

In addition to its reservations, your last letter has been given to me encumbered 
with such restrictions in regard to its use, that its value to me, even if acceptable in 
other respects, would be but little. I feel constrained, therefore, to make no further 
allusion to it ; but your first invites a few comments.* 

While tacitly acknowledging the correctness of my quotations of your accusations 
against me as given in my last, you seem to justify them on the ground that they 
'* were in a document signed by a number of gentlemen as well as yourself, in defence 
of charges made against part of your niunber," &c. Have you reflected upon what is 
here conceded? viz., that sixteen were, by some means, influenced to join in a 
" defence ** of only seven of their number ? or, more tn|ly, a severe personal attack 
upon me, for but slight imputations against the ** official " acts of but seven of that 
ntmiber, and they specifically named ? What could be the motives for such an unnat- 
ural combination ? Does not the last quotation from the charges so presented, clearly 
indicate the purpose of that combination ? f 

I shall be pleased to have any better explanation. If no better reason exists, 
would you not feel happier to withdraw charges so made ? 

By this plea, that you were but one of a number, did you intend to relieve yourself 
from personal responsibility ? A moment's reflection must show you that such a plea 
will not avail before any civil or moral tribunal ; and least of all, before that at which 
you and I must soon appear. 

You next seem inclined to hold me responsible for the publication of those charges, 
and to excuse yourself that they were designed to be used before a committee ap- 
pointed only to investigate imputations against you. Did you ever reflect that the 
peculiar (secret) manner in which they were got up and used, after you had assured 
the committee that you had no charges to make against me, was the most aggravating 
circumstance connected with the act ? And are you not aware that their publication 
was a neeessifcy imposed upon me by the 'persistent refnsal of all opportunity to reply 
to the committee's report, influenced by and based upon those accusations ? Were you 
not present and assenting to that refusal ? Were you not appealed to subsequently by 
our mutual friends, and earnestly requested to suppress that report so made, with the 
consent on my behalf, that in such case I would suppress my promised publication, 
and suffer in silence all the injustice which had been done to me ? Did not you and 
your associates decline those peaceful propositions, and publish and scatter broadcast 
throughout the land several thousands of that report ? Under such circumstances, 

♦ See following footnotes upon thi« subject. 

t This refers to one of the specifications under the charge of conspiracy. A large 
nunlber, against whom no imputations bad ever been made by me, were induced to join 
in Mr. Dodge's libellous attack oguiust me, and thus to increase the power to crush me. 
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was I not justified in showing how that committee had heen acted on and influenced 
to make such a report, so full of grave errors, misquotations, misrepresentations, and 
wrongs? * 

You next express the opinion that no gocd will result from the arhitration or re£9i^ 
ence proposed hy me, ** nor will your health or time warrant such an undertaking.** 
Will no good result from a friendly. Christian reference ? Have you, who so liherally 
devote your time to puhlic duties, no time or health to devote one evening to the ad- 
justment of a three years' alienation with a Christian brother ? One evem'ng would 
furnish more time than was allowed me to vindicate myself before the committee who 
received and were prejudiced by your accusations. 

But I will not pursue this phase of the subject. I recur with more pleasure to your 
genial Christian sentiments. Your assurance that ^* you retain no unkind feelings 
toward me " is most welcome, and leads me to hope that a kind consideration of the 
foregoing, and a reperusal of my last letter, will enable you to give me 'such a reply 
as will effectually obliterate the past, and enable us to meet and dwell together as 
friends. Sincerely desiring that result, 

I remain your Christian brother, 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

New Yobk, 29^ March, 1860. 
Georoe D. Phelps, Esq. : 

Dear Sir : I am in receipt of your favor of 26th instant, and after carefully read- 
ing that and your former le^ier, I cannot see that my answers should have been dif- 
ferent from what they were, and I did hope you would have met them in the spirit in 
which they were iudited ; as it is my' wish to act in the spirit of my letters, I cannot 
think it will lead to further that object by longer continuing the correspondence. 

Yours very truly, 
[Signed] Wm. E. Dodge. 

New Yobk, AprU 9^, 1860. 
Wm. E. Dodge, Esq. : 

Dear Sm : Your favor of 29th ult. was received on the 30tb, and I deeply re- 
gret the conclusion to which you seem to have come in reference to the matters be 
tween us. 

I cannot see it to be mi/ duty to rest without one effort more to avoid the conse- 
quences which seem to me to be so unnatural and improper in your and my posi- 
tion. 

Since all my proposals of friendly mediation and proffers of prompt and unreserved 
retraction of every imputation wrongfully made against you have been declined, and 
nnce my more gentle appeals to your Christian duty and honor have proved so unavail- 
ing, I am sure I shall be justified in this last resort to your sense of justice as a roan. 

You stand confessedly guilty of conspiring or combining with fifteen others, to 
produce against me accusations and charges, in number and severity enough to CK^sh 
any living man. Your motive appears to be sufficiently plainly exhibited in the 
charges themselves. You say they were ^^ in defence of charges made against a part 
of your number,** you, of course, being one of that number. What " charge** did I 
ever make against you, which could justify you in resorting to such personalities ? 
Look at the documents ; the substance of all I said was, that you were in an official 
position where your interests must conffict with your duties as a trustee or manager. I 

* See the full exposition of this matter in pamphlet before referred to. 
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did not say ytm had done any wrong act. I took pains even to excnse yonr position 
by saying, '* I am quite willing to believe that the parties who have infringed upon 
this principle, have done so without any due consideration of its importance or of its 
moral bearings." (See my first pamphlet, page 81.) 

That is the very language submitted to the committee. (See also my last pamph- 
let, pages 18 to 28.)* What other accusations have I ever made against you? 

You confess that there was a combination ; you say '^ signed by a number of gen- 
tlemen," " in defense of charges made against a part of our number." How was that ? f 
Had the accused neither sb^ngth nor innocence to defend themselves before the commit- 
tee ? Was it necessary to compel a number of unaccused parties to join in so extraor- 
dinary personal abuse of me, to save yourselves before the committee ? As a man^ I 
ask you — ^was it right ? 

You virtually confess that this attack upon me was a secret thrust, and you say, 
** would have remained with the committee to whom they were addressed." Is it any 
palliation that your apparent design to ruin my character was not intended for the 
** public eye ?" Of course it was not — nor was it intended for my eye, as clearly ap- 
pears from the agreement between you and the committee, that I should never have a 
copy, or the possession of it for a single hour. You was but "one of a number;" 
but let us for a moment consider your individual responsibility in this matter. There 
was but one — ^if any — in all this band of sixteen, who had known me so long or so well 
as you ; and he was not restrained by any religious principles or professions. Many 
of the others were comparatively strangers to me, but not to you. Several had been 
but for a few months in the Board, and one, the partner of your particular friend, C. 
R. Robert, chairman of the committee, was never in the Board until months after I 
had left it ; and he was nearly a total stranger to me, and to all the existing facts in 
controversy. 

Now — do you not believe that neither he or any considerable number of the parties, 
could ever have been induced to sign that paper, if you had declined and not encour- 
aged it ? Do you not know that your charge that I " wantonly destroyed a valuable 
water power " is utterly without foundation or excuse ? Do you not know that that 
** water power " was of no value — that it, with the thousands of acres of land on which 
it was, — ^was owned almost wholly by you, your friend the chief engineer of the 
company, and four of your associates (the accused parties), — ^that it was nowhere near 
tlio company's works — that it was *' destroyed '* by your own agent, because you were 
substituting a steam saw-mill in its stead ? Do you believe that I ever knew of the 
transaction until long after it occurred ? (See ** History," page 49.) 

Your other charges against my official conduct are equally unjustifiable. You was 
in a position to know that the by-laws and regulations of the company made it 
impossible, and you ought to know that I never did purchase a locomotive or other 
machinery to the value of one hundred dollars ^ without the formal sanction of the 
executive committee (of which you was a member), and the subsequent approval of the 
Board. (See "History," page 60.) 

Without further particularity, must you not, upon calm reflection, confess that all 
your charges quoted by me, as well as several others not quoted, are almost, if not 
equally, without foundation or justification ? 

How could you make such a mistake in that which charges me with quarrelling 
with you ? Do you not know that this difficulty grew out of your violation of a 
contract under seal and upon record ? That I offered, by letter, " to submit the whole 

* "Railroad Mismanagement," &c. 

t Here was a virtual confession of my charge of " conspiracy.'*'* 
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matter of difficnlty between ns, to your two brothers-in-law, Norman White and Anson 
G. Phelps, and to abide their decision,'* which you rejected ? Do yon not know, that I 
sabseqnently sold my house at a great sacrifice, and for the sake of peace, removed 
from the scene of difficulty, — voluntarily offering to pay my own costs i^d withdraw 
the injunction, while advised that the case was all on my side ? (See '' History,*' page 
76 to 77, and the whole correspondence.) * 

Are yon not aware that it was your religious and moral character which induced so 
many others to sign the injurious document referred to ? and that also gave it such 

power for evil over the minds of your particular friends, C. E. Robert, and , and 

their associates in the committee ? Have they not, in^^their report, evidently tried to 
" stamp " me, as you ** called upon " them to do ? To use your own words, as applied 
to me, — Did you not ** seek, by pouring poison into their minds," to prejudice tiiem 
against me, and warp their judgments? You said to them, '*If you believe the 
unanimous testimony of the Board, you will stamp" him, &c. ; — and in their " card" 
in the N. Y. Times of Sept 14th, 1858, they respond to your. call, and echo your voids 
thus — " Mr. Phelps stands unanimously condemned by the Board of Managers ^ — 
** unanimously condemned by the stockholders," — and, as if to stultify themselves and 
show the absurdity of all their former pretensions of fairness and impartiality, they 
add, *^ unanimously condemned by the investigating committee," &c. ; and this, too, 
in the very face of their written declaration now in my hands, — '* that no investiga- 
tion of charges against you (me) was contemplated." (See " History," page 6).f At 
what time previous to this investigation had either the Board of Managers or stock- 
holders ever *' condemned " me ? or even disapproved, in any sense, of my official 
conduct ? Never. I appeal to the records. Could the investigating committee, upon 
a fair statement of facts, and a candid discharge of their duties, ever have condemned 
me ? Never. I was not even on trial before them. Two of them, Messrs. — — 
and Kobert, though your personal friends, had fully committed themselves against the 
acts complained of by me, by their expressed opinions and actions, as a conmiittee on 
by-laws, until after your combined attack upon me. 

There has never been a time, in my opinion, when you could not have put an end to 
all these difficulties. I know it will demand some sacrifice. Some of your late 
associates will strongly object I think I know all the embarrassments in the way of 
your convictions of duty, as well as the supports upon which you seem to lean to 
sustain you in your present course. You never will feel quite happy or satisfied until 
yon have done me justice. 

As so often before proffered, I will hold myself ready to meet you for a reconcHia- 
iion, on any proper terms. 

A friendly Christian reference seems to me the most proper, and I cannot think 
that your *^ want of time and health '*'' is a good excuse ; especially when I recollect that 
since I commenced the present effort, you have spent several days in Philadelphia, and 
at least three evenings in this city, in presiding at religious, temperance, and political 
meetings ; nor will it answer to call this a '* question of difference of opinion on business 
matters." It is a question of truth and honor. It has now become an issue which 
cannot be evaded. You have unfortunately, and I hope undesignedly, precipitated it, 
by returning again to your old associates, and by coming into more intimate soci^ 
(church) relations to me. These two acts are significant, and cannot be without their 
efiects upon our mutual firiends. 

But I will dose. I have spoken more plainly than I would have done, but for the 

* See the correspondence here referred to, " Railroad Mismanagement," pages 26 
and 27. 

t Sae letter to C. R. Robert, ** Railroad Mismanagement," page 44. 
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fifdltire of my two former appeals to your Christian sympathies. I am not willing to 
giTe np this effort for a reconciliation as impossihle. I must still indulge the hope 
that you will do me justice. 

It is proper I should say that upon further examination, I find that " the restrictions " 
in regard to the use of your letter of 23d ult., do not apply to that paper, as I supposed 
when I last wrote.* 

Without further reply from you, this will, of course, terminate our personal correa- 
pondence^on this subject. 

I remain, very respectfully, yours, Ac, 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

New Yoek, AprU Wth, 1860. 
Wm. E. Dodge, Esq. : 

Deab Sir : I was surprised to learn last evening that there is a misunderstand- 
ing in regard to the use of your letter of 23d ult.* I am happy to inform you, however, 
that it has not *'been published or shown to any of your late nssociatcs," nor was any 
such use of it contemplated by me. The liberty to show it to a few of my Christian 
friends was expressly reserved. If preferred by you, however, I will suppress its usd 
entirely, on such desire from you being received. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c. 

[Signed] Geo. D. Pbelfs. 

No reply received to this letter. 

Besides the foregoing correspondence with Mr. Dodge, there was submitted to 
Session, at the same time, one of June, 1859, and another of May, 1862. Neither if 
of sufiScient importance to be reproduced in full, — in this already too extended pamphlet, 
— but the entire copies, certified by the Stated Clerk, as having been presented to Session 
wi^ my charges against Mr. D., may be seen by any one interested. 

The first grew out of an application of Mr. D. for aid to a deserving young man ; to 
which I cheerfully responded with a donation — at the same time availing myself of the 
importunity to call his attention to our unfortunate differences, — which he answered by 
returning the money I had sent him, with the declaration * * * " Self-respect will 

not permit me to retain the dollars you enclosed, or be the medium of your 

bounty to the young man referred to. Declining to enter at all into the matters you 
refer to, except to ignore all your charges as far as I am concerned, I remain, 
respectfully, yours, &c." 

The other, of May 9. 1862, opened with a statement that no interview had been 

♦ The third letter of Mr. D. (March 23d, 18G0), in answer to my first, is claimed to 
have been given to me with special restrictions against its publication, or its being 
shown to any of his former associates. It seems a pity to suppress it here; but the 
following, from a note from our former *' mutual friend," under date of April 10th, 
1860, leaves me no discretion in the matter. 

" My dear Mr Phelps :' I was quite surprised when Mr. Dodge read to mo the 
following extract from your note to him of April 9tli." * ♦ * " What has led to 
this change in your judgment I do not know, as I have not been conversant with the 
case since the delivery of Mr. Dodge's letter to yon. But you must bear in mind that 
my own honor and veracity are now implicated with both parties.'* 

"The letter which Mr. Dodge wrote to ^ou, and which passed through mv hands, 
was written on the understanding (so promised to him by me), that it should not be 
publislied or shown to any of his associates. That pledge I repeated to you, in my 
study, before I read you the letter of Mr. Dodge, which was given to you by me on that 
condition." * * « 

While I honestly differed with our friend in my recollection, on some points insisted 
on by him, I have rigidly conformed to his and Mr. Dodge's understanding of the 
matter, as will be seen by my above note to him of April 11th. 
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had between us since he joined oar church ; — and that notwithstanding his former 
intimations that no good could result from further discussion of our matters, ** I am 
induced to ask whether you will see me to-morrow alone, or with two or three Christian 
brethren, with a view to a reconciliation and settlement of those difficulties ? " 

In his (second) reply, after stating that he had ** thought much of my sugges- 
tion " — and after another liberal expression of kind feelings, and " the earnest wish 
that we should forget and forgive all past differences," &c., he adds, " and therefore can 
see no possible good that can result from any further reference to them, and am 
confident that it would be worse than useless for us to discuss them ; and therefore, I 
doubt the propriety of the plan you suggest." 

My last, of this series, under date of May 16th, 1862, after referring to our corres- 
pondence of 1860, proceeds — 'I had hoped that two years* calm reflection * * would 
induce you, on my return from abroad— if not to come promptly forward and make a 
manly, generous, and Christian confession, and a full retraction of your false accusa- 
tions against me — at least to avail yourself of my oft-repeated and long-standing 
proposals to submit all matters of difference between us to a friendly Christian refer- 
ence or arbitration.'* * * * " It is true you make extravagant professions of kind 
feelings towards me, as well as the most magnanimous proffers of forgiveness. But 
though you have been often requested to do so, you have never specified any act of 
wrong done to you by me, and therefore I cannot apply or appropriate your forgiving 
grace, and am still left in great doubt as to the sincerity of all such professions of kind 
feelings." ^ 

" You have also, often expressed the " earnest desire to forget all past differences ** — 
in which expression I can easily believe both your earnestness and sincerity ; but you 
must excuse me for thinking, that you can never forget — no, not in eternity, — the 
wrongs you have done me, until you first make some suitable retraction and apology 
for them." • * * 

" Having exhausted all other means, and conformed fully to the injunctions of our 
Saviour in such cases (Matthew xviii, 15, 16), it seems to be my next duty to resort 
to the course indicated by the same authority in the verse following." 

^* Regretting the necessity of this measure, I remain, 

" Yours, respectfully." 

The following communications to Session were made after the final effort for an 
adjustment with Mr. D. had been made, and he had, without my knowledge or consent, 
repudiated and erased his name from the written agreement heretofore mentioned, and 
which will be found farther on. The first, under date December 11th, being an expla- 
nation of that event, and urging the Session to proceed in the case, is omitted. 

193 Madison Avrnus, ) 
New Yokk, December 12^ 1862: \ 

a the Session of the Madison Square Presbyterian Church : 

Brethren : Since addressing you yesterday, my attention has been directed to the 

embarrassments which are supposed to exist in the minds of some of your number, 

interposing obstacles to the consideration of my complaints against Mr. Dodge. 

So far as practicable, I shall be glad to remove all such embarrassments. With this 

view, and with the desire to close my controversy with Mr. Dodge before the first day of 

the new year, I propose, if Mr. D. will promptly concur, to confine my charges and 

specifications to such papers as have been already laid before you, which shall be 

immediately submitted to Mr. Dodge ; after three days he shall return them to you with 

his replies and counter charges, if any, which, in turn, shall immediately be submitted 

to me for three days ; after which we will appear before you to be qualified, and 

mutually and reciprocally questioned by each other, and by the Session, for a period of 
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time not ezoeeding, altogether, one evening or four hoars. After which, one evening 
(not exceeding foar hoars) shall he devoted to argament, illastration, and appeals, hj 
ICr. B. and mjrself, in order ; each heing allowed and confined to the same time, when 
•n the matters hetween us shall he sahmitted for the decision of Session, who shall 
render their decision hefore the first day of Janaary next. By this arrangement, aU 
appearance of witnesses and presentation of new charges will he avoided, and mnoh 
thne saved to the Session. 

This will he a great sacrifice on my part, hut I will cheerfully make it for yonr sakes, 
to avoid long and vexatious litigation, and to secnre a final settlement, if possihle, 
before the dose of this year. 

This proposition involves prompt action on your part, and your early response is 
requested; and if in the negative, I shall proceed to present sueh further charges 
iind list of witnesses as I may have to submit. 

Very respectfnlly, Ac, 

6io. D. Phelps. . 

No reply was received to the above, nor — as appears upon the Minutes, 
—any other action, than that it ^^ was read and placed on file.'* 

Nxw Yosx, Dee&tnber ITtA, 186S. 
2b the Seteiono/ihe Madiion Square Pj^eihjfterian Church : 

Bbxthbbn : Referring to my two communications of the 11th and 12th inst., I now 
submit to yon the additional specifications of charges against Mr. Wm. E. Dodge, 
therein referred to, and also the additional lists of witnesses to be cited upon my 
complaints. 

I am constrained to present these now, to guard against any objections which may 
be nused by any of your number, to any possible informality in my proceedings* 
Under my general charges against Mr. Dodge, of dissimulation and conduct unbecom- 
ing a professed member of the Church of Christ, I add the two following specifications ; 
viz.: 

FiBST, that upon the appointment of a committee of three of your number in June 
last,' to try to eflbct a reconciliation between Mr. Dodge and myself, and upon their j, 
subsequent several efforts to bring about a meeting between Mr. Dodge and myself and \ 
the said committee, while I oheerfhlly met with them at their request, and would gladly 
have met with Mr. Dodge ; and while I offered and stood ready to do anything which 
should be indicated by said committee as my duty to do, with a view to a settlement and 
reconciliation with the said Dodge ; he, the said Dodge, declined all such friendly and 
Christian overtures, and peremptorily and persistently rejected all such proffered means 
of reconciliation, by reftising to meet the said committee or me ; thereby manifesting 
the unchristian spirit herein complained of; and while professing to have no unkind 
feelings nor any complaints against me, he refused to confer upon our difftculties ; 
thereby manifesting the dissimulation herein complained of as unbecoming a profess- 
ing Christian and a member' of the Church of Christ. 

And I submit the names of Elders Ketchum, Hartley, and Kingsley, as my wit- 
nesses in my complaint under this specification. 

Sboondlt. I further chaige the said Wm. E. Dodge with dissimulation or insin- 
eerity, and with conduct unbecoming a professed follower of Jesus Christ in this : 
that during the forepart of the present month, at sundry times, between the first and 
twelfth days of said December inst., while one of your number, in good faith, and 
firom the best of motives, was zealously trying to effect a reconciliation between Mr. 
Dodge and myself upon Christian principles, and while the said Dodge declared that 
he had no complaints against me, nor any unkind feelings, he declined and rejected 
the several reasonable and proper propositions submitted to him in writing, and other- 
wise, for an adjustment of all our difficulties upon Christian principles, viz. : 1st In 
r^eoting and refusing to write to me a simple, brief, and very general letter of regret, 
or recantation of wfongs, acknowledged in previous correspondence as done by him, 
with the condition and expressed willingness on my part, that I should address 
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to him a corresponding note, and which it was understood should terminate all 
our diflBculties. 2d]y. In repudiating and annulling, the day after it was signed 
by each of us, viz., on or about the 9th of December inst., a written agreement to refbr 
aU our differences to a committee of reference of five mutual Christian friends, three ot 
them named by himself, and two of them by me ; the said agreement providing that no 
general reference should be had to old matters, and that but one evening should ba 
occupied in presenting and arguing our causes before the committee, whose decision 
should be final and binding upon each of us, and which should not be published, but 
only used and shown to our mutual friends, in explanation of our settlement, <fec. And, 
3dly, that after said repudiation on the part of said Dodge, and another amend- 
ment or proposition had been made on his behalf, viz., that I should confine all my 
complaints to be laid before said referees to the written correspondence between ua, 
and which was then and now before the Session ; and, after I had signified my accept- 
ance of this third proposition, in writing, and had asked also in writing, — " Should all 
my propositions be finally declined, let Mr. D. submit his ultimatum, to which I will 
promptly signify my assent or dissent," &c., — Mr. Dodge did notonly ignore and reject this 
my written acceptance of his supposed proposition, but in a manner and form oncandid, 
and greatly to my prejudice, pretended and endeavored to convey the impression in hia 
written reply, th^t / had rejected his proposition ; and thus he closed the correspond- 
ence and my efforts for a reconciliation, while^ he at the same time ignored and left 
unanswered my coll for his final proposition, which I not only expected from him, but 
fully intended, if possible, to accept ; and thus, forever, to close oar controversy. In 

proof of this lost complaint, I submit the testimony of Elder , , and , and 

the several memoranda and written agreements above referred to, and now in the hands 
of Mr. .* 

I also now submit the names of , , , and — , as additional witnesses in 

the case of my first chaises of conspiracy, falsehood, defamation, &c., heretofore pre- 
sented against Mr. Dodge. 

Should any of the foregoing specifications be deemed superfluous, my brethren will 
please excuse such for the reason that I have been much embarrassed with intimations 
of objections to both the form and order of my proceedings, which have made more 
specific and prolix action on my part necessary.f 

Very respectfully, your brother, 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

I desire particular attention to the following letter to Dr. A. It was 
written in good faith, and in the hope that it would secure to me some 
relief from the embarrassments therein named; but I was mistaken. No 
notice appears to have been taken of it. 

No reply or other reference was ever made to it, until two days after my 
charges had been so abruptly dismissed (which was the very evening this 
letter was received), when Dr. A. called on me, and, referring to the dis- 
missal of my charges against Mr. Dodge, said, that he had called to reply to 

* Since this communication was submitted to Session, I have succeeded in obtaining 
copies of all the memorauda and letters, and also the agreement referred to above, 
which was so abruptly repudiated and destroyed by Mr. D. See page 48. 

I I am informed that some of my good friends in Session disapproved of my making 
Mr. l^odge^s contumacy a cause of compldnt. 

Would they have me submit to all sorts of indignities, and a continued, persistent 
rejection of all friendly proffers of compromise, and then deprive me of the usual 
and proper advantages of such acts ? 

Should I not avail myself of such an opportunity to counteract the efforts being 
made in Session, to shut out my charges on every conceivable pretext of informality, 
real or unreal, '* limitation of time," <fec., <fcc. ? 

It will be noticed that five of these communications were prompted by such con- 
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tiiat letter. I had not got over my amazement at the extraordinary action 
of BessioD, and with all his recent agency in the matter pressing npon mj 
mind, I did not feel very kindly toward him ; and thought it more prudent 
not then to converse with him on the suhjeot. I therefore said to him mildiy, 
that I thought my written commnnication deserved an answer in writing. 
To his retort, — ^that he had no time to write answers to my letters, — I said 
he might do as he pleased, hat that I must now decline to talk upon that sub- 
ject, for the reason assigned, that I was afraid to trust myself, and that 
farther misrepresentations might result from it. He then proposed to talk 
with me as my pastor ; in objecting to which, I assigned the same reasonsi 
and again assured him that I would cheerfully receive and consider any com- 
mnnication he would make to me in writing ; and he abruptly left. 

I am informed that other versions have been given of this interview, — if 
80, 1 reply that I soon after made a note of the transactions, and also, that I 
have other corroborative testimony, and I declare the foregoing to be essen- 
tially true. 

I avail myself of this occasion to correct another erroneous statement to 
members of Session ; viz., " that I had written him scores of letters," con- 
cerning the charges against Mr. D. After a very careful examination (and I 
have been very particular to preserve copies),?! can find no trace of more 
than threey up to the time this assertion was made, extracts from two of 
which have been given herein ; and until he can produce them, I shall believe 
that I wrote him no others. None of these were calculated to prejudice his 
mind. I cannot think he designed it, but a wrong impression was produced 
by such assertions, which it seems necessary for me to correct. No farther 
interview has been had between us, except my new year's call, which Las 
not been returned. 

198 Madisoit AvBinnB, ) 
Nbw Yobk, December llth^ 1862. ) 

Rev. Wm. Adams, D.D., 

Moderator of the Session of the Madison Square Presbyterian CPmrch : 

Mt dbab Pastor : Enclosed I hand you a commanication for the Session of 
' yoar church, which please lay before them at the commencement of the meeting this 
/ evening. 

I avail myself of this occasion to refer to our brief interview of last Friday, and to 
renew the request I then so briefly made to you, viz. : that you would do me the 
favor, as far as practicable, to withhold the expression of your opinion upon the mat- 
ters at issue between Mr. Dodge and myself, at least until the Session shall have 
fairly discussed them, with the facts and evidence in their possession ; and even then, 
80 far as such expression would tend to the formation or undue influence of the opin- 
ion or action of others of the Session. 

You may not be aware that your official position and your social connecdon with 
some members of your Session, give you great, if not undue influence over them. 
Tou may not be aware that your late free expression of your opinion, and your 
probable action in the matters referred to, have caused me painful feelings, and much 
embarrassment in my proceedings. These sentiments have been often expressed to 
you, both verbally and in writing. Perhaps I have erred in my views, or in 
my manner of presenting them to you. If in either, I beg your indulgenoe 
and foi*g^venes8. I have the opinion that the presiding officer in any eccle* 
(dasdcal court, who has the casting vote, is expected to be cautious in making known 
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his opimons and determinatioxis upon proceedings not jet examined or follj discussed, 
lest his known Tiews and contemplated actions should influence others, and thus prej- 
udice the cause submitted for adjudication, and perhaps help to form an unrighteoos 
judgment. 

Perhaps I am wrong. If so, I may still appeal to your Christian sympathy, and 
beg you to exercise towards me the precepts of the Golden Rule. You must be aware, 
my dear pastor, of my need of the sympathy of all my Christian brethren, and especi- 
ally of my pastor. I do not ask or expect any favoritism ; I ought not to expect or 
to fear any favoritism to be manifested for my opponent. May I not have the 
assurance or hope, that you and all the brethren of tbe Session, will enter upon the 
investigation of the matters submitted by me, unprejudiced and imcommitted to any 
decision. 

I know that many are still in that proper state of mind, and I shall be glad to 
know that all are so disposed. 

Do sot misunderstand me, my dear pastor. I know both the strength of our pre- 
dilections, and the weakness of poor human nature ; and I do not mean to imply any 
censure ; but I de desire a fair, impartial examination of the complaints submitted by 
me, and to that end, I have addressed yon this note, and remain 

Be^ctfully your Christian brother, 

Gbo. D. Phelps. 
Rev. Wm. Adams, D.D. 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the origmal com- 
munication addressed by Mr. Geo. D. Phelps to Rev. Wm. Adams, D.D., Moderator, 
&o., which was accompanied by a commimication to Session of Madison Square Pres- 
byterian Church, of the same date (Dec. 17th, 1863), from lie. Phelps, of which he 
has a certified copy. 

[Signed] Fbbdebiok.Bull, Stated Clerk ofSeanon. 

Kkw Tobk, January 15th, 1863. 

Thus my case was submitted, and while I was still waiting a citation to 
meet with Session, I learned on the morning of the 18th December, that the 
eomplaint wafi dismissed, and on the next day received the following, viz. : 

** Nsw ToBX, December 181^ 1862. 
'^ Geo. D. Phelps, Esq. : 

"Deab Sm: I am authorized by the Session of Madison Square Presbyterian 

€^larch, to communicate the following resolution to you, passed last evening : 

** * Resolved^ That in view of all the circumstances of the case, and in the exercise of 
the discretion enjoined upon the Session in our Book of Discipline, it is inexpedient for 
the Session to entertain the charges and specifications of Mr. Phelps against Mr. Dodge 
apd that the same are hereby dismissed.' 

'* Attest, Fbedekok Bull, l^ted Cleri.^'' 

I immediately gave Session the required notice of my intention to carry 
the case np ; and npon the usual application, I received from their Stated 
Clerk a certified copy of the record of their proceedings, from which I snb- 
XQit all that is of any interest in the case, generally omitting the usual pre- 
liminary notice of those present, &o. 

*^ From the Minutes of the Session of the Madison Square Presbyterian Church in 
the city of New York, 

'^ Session met in the lecture room, Tuesday evening. May 27ih, 1862 ; present, 
Rev. Wm« Adams, D.D., Moderator; Elders Hartley, Benedict, Eetohum, Wopd, 
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digsleyi Lftne, Trask, and Bnll Opened with prayer. Ifinates of the previoiu 

meeting were read and approved. 

" A communication * addressed to the Session hy Mr. Geo. D. Phelps, a member 

of this church, was read in part, when, the hour of adjournment having arrived, the 

meeting was closed with prayer. 

'^Fbederick Bull, Stated Clerk.^ 

At the meeting June 5th. ♦ ♦ ♦ " The communication of Mr. Greo. D. Phelps 
was taken up and read entire ; whereupon the following preamble and resolution were 
tdopted : 

^ WhereaSj Certain papers and documents have been presented to the Session by 
Greo. D. Phelps, a member of this church, in relation to certain matters of variance 
between him and Wm. E. Dodge, also a member of this church, desiriog the official 
action of the Session thereon ; the Session, without in any way committing themselves 
to any future action in this case,* do hereby 

'* Jieaohe, That the said matter, together with the said papers and documents, be 
leferred to a committe consisting of Elders Ketchum, Hartley, and Kingsley, with 
power to confer with the said brethren separately and jointly, with a view to a recon- 
ciliation of the matters in diflTerence between them, and report thereon to the Session. 
Adjoomed,*' &c. 

The next minute is October 20th. * * * « The committee appointed to confer with 
Messrs. Phelps and Dodge, reported that they had been unable to accomplish the ob- 
ject for which they had been appointed, f The report was adopted, and the committee 
dischaiged. Adjourned with prayer," <&c. 

Next meeting, October 29th. * * * « The communication of Mr. Geo. D. Phelps 
having been called for, it was read and discussed up to the hour of adjournment, with- 
out any action being taken thereon. Adjourned,*' &c. 

November 4th, 1862. * * * <* Session resumed the discussion of the communication 
of Mr. Geo. D. Phelps, but without coming to any conclusion,} gave way to an ad- 
journment with prayer." 

December 12th, 1862. ♦ ♦ * "The Moderator presented two communications § 
from Mr. Geo. D. Phelps, bearing date December 11th and December 12th, which 
were read and placed on file. Adjourned,** &c. 

December 17th, 1862: * * * «« Present, Rev. Wm. Adams, D.D., Moderator, Elders 
Hartley, Benedict, Ketchum, Wood, Eiugsley, Lane, Trask, and Bull. Opened with 
grayer. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. The Modersp* 
tor presented a further communication § from Mr. Geo. D. Phelps of this date, which 
was read and placed on file. Session then resumed the consideration of the several 
communications of Mr. Phelps in reference to Mr. Dodge, which resulted in their 
unanimously adopting the following resolutions : 

^* Besolved, That in view of all the circumstances of the case, and in the exercise of the 
discretion eigoined upon the Session in our Book of Discipline, it is inexpedient for the 
Session to entertain the charges and specifications of Mr. Phelps agtunst Mr. Dodge, 
and l^at the same are hereby dismissed. 

* Notice how guardedly my chaises and the nine accompanying documents of 
proofs, ooofessions. &c., &o., are spoken of simply as " a oommunioation ; " and then 
now carefully, in toe following resolution, it is intimated to Mr. Dodge that he need 
not fear " any future action." Could he have been better encouraged to that contumacy 
which he afterwards manifested ? 

t For further explanation of this, see pages 89 and 50. • 

X This adjournment was to allow Brother to make that final effort, in which he 

succeeded in getting the agreement signed by the parties and witnessed, and which Mr. 
Dodge the next day repudiated and destroyed. See the agreement following. 

§ See these several letters immediately preceding. No formal notice was taken of 
either, although one contained new charges and specifloations. i 
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** Besolred, Tuat the Clerk be authorized to communicate the foregoing decision to 
Mr. Phelps." 

[The expediency of preparing a minute to accompany the above resolutions was 
deferred to the next meeting of Session for consideration.]* 

December 22d, 1862. * * * "In accordance with the suggestion made at last meeting 
of Session , it was JSesolvedfThai a committee be appointed to prepare a minute or reference 
to the resolution adopted at that time, in the matter of Messrs. Phelps and Dodge, and 

report thereon. Messrs. , , and were appointed the committee. The 

Moderator presented a communication from Mr. Geo. D. Phelps, dated 20th infit., 
notifying the Session of his intention to appeal from their decision, in his matter with 
Mr. Wm. E. Dodge, to the Fourth Presbytery of New York, and requesting a copy of 
all the proceedings had by the Session in that matter — which was read and placed on file ; 
whereupon it was Sesolved^ That the Clerk ,be authorized to f\imish Mr. Phelps with 
copies of the proceedings, and all papers referred to therein, which he may desire. 

" Betohed, That the Clerk communicate to Mr. Phelps the foregoing minute. 

" Adjourned with prayer to Friday evening, 26th inst." 

December 26th, 1 862. *< Present, Bev.Wm. Adams, D.D. , Moderator ; Elders Benedict, 
Eetchum, Wood, Kingsley, and Bull. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. 
The committee appointed to prepare a minute in reference to the resolution adopted on 
^he 17th inst. — in the matter of Messrs. Phelps and Dodge — presented their report, 
which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows ; viz." ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The minnte, here omitted, covers two pages of foolscap, and is the same 
referred to in the introduction, and also in the following appeal and complaint, 
as the one adopted nine days after the case was dismissed. 

The preceding paragraph, attached to the minute of 17th December, and now 
in brackets, was interlined, in pencil only, into the minute of December 17th, 
—after that minute had been approved and the next one entered upon the 
regular book. The original book was called for, and these facts all shown 
and explained to Presbytery ; but they took no further notice of it. Subse- 
quently, viz., on the 7th February, I received another amended minute, of 
equal, or greater length, over the date of 29th January — more than forty days 
after the. case was dismissed by Session, and ten days after my appeal and 
complaint had been so strangely rejected by Presbytery. Of course neither 
of these supplemental or amended minutes, however kindly designed by 
their authors, are entitled to any place here or upon the books of Session; 
uiy more than any other minute upon the same subject, which may he 
adopted six months or six years hence ; and if, upon are view of those records, 
Presbytery or Synod do not order them expunged^ there can remain bnt very 
little respect for the proceedings of either of those judicatories. 

All the foregoing minutes and documents are regularly certified by the 
Stated Clerk as correct, and as having been before Session for consideration. 

With the best advice and assistance I could obtain out of the Fourth Pres* 
bytery of New York (I did not suppose it was proper for me to consult vnth 
or to prejudice the minds of those who were to be the judges in the case ; 
although I afterwards found that my opponents had done so). I prep'ared and 
submitted to that body, in due form, the following " Appeal and Complaint *' 
Mid " Supplemental Complaint " ; but without much encouragement that I 

* This paragraph, now in brackets, is the one in the original book of Minutes, inter- 
lined into tlie foregoing resolution, in pencil — five days after that resolution had been 
approved and served on me— and before referred to a» *' interpolated minutes." 
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8boTild obtain any satisfactory resnlts short of the Synod of New York and 
New Jersey. Indeed, it was more than once intimated io me, that I should have 
to go through Dr. A.'s Presbytery, to find any proper redress for my wrong?. 

APPEAL AND COMPLAINT TO PRESBYTERY. 

Nxw YoEK, January 8<f, 1S68L 
To THE Kev. Chables H. Patson, 

Moderator of ths Fourth Pruhyteryof Nwo York : 
Rev. and deab Sir : The nndersigned respectfully represents, that on the 19th 
of December last, he received from the Clerk of the Session of Madison Square Presby- 
terian Charch a paper, of which the following is a copy, viz. : 

** Nrw ToBK, Dee, 18«\ 1889L 
<* Oeosob D. Phelps, Esq. : 

*' Dear Sir : I am authorized by the Session of the Madison Square Presbyterian 

Church to communicate the following resolution to you, passed la»t evening : 

" ' Helloed, That in view of all the circumstances of the case, and in the exercise of 

the discretion enjoined upon the Session by our Book of Discipline, it is inexpedient 

for the Session to entertain the charges and specifications of Mr. Phelps against Mr. 

Dodge, and that the same are hereby dismissed.^ 

** Attest, 

" Frederick Bull, Stated Clerk:'* 

The undersigned begs leave to appeal from this decision, and to complain of the 
ftotion of the Session in the case, for the following reasons, viz. : 

Firaty because the record or minute of sud decision is informal and incomplete, inas- 
much as it does not properly designate either party to the complaint referred to ; nor 
does it give the reasons for the said decision '* at length," as is enjoined in our Book 
of Discipline, chapter iv, section xxiii. 

Secondly J because no proper or fair investigation of the said charges was ever had, no 
opportunity over having been given to the undersigned to appear in person to explain, 
or with witnesses to testify in the said case, as was often requested by him. (See his 
several communications to the Session, now referred to Presbytery.) 

Thirdly^ because there was, as appears to the undersigned, a manifestation of great 
prejudice and partiality in the case on the part of certain members of the Session ; first, 
Sn that while the said charges wore virtually acknowledged by the said Dodge in a cor- 
respondence (copies of which were before Session, and will be referred or submitted to 
Presbytery) twice commenced by the undersigned, to effect a reconciliation upon Chris- 
tian principles — and while in that correspondence the undersigned made various and 
repeated offers for a reference of all matters of difference to the arbitrament of mutual 
Christian friends, which the said Dodge persistently declined, no notice is taken by the 
Session of any of these facts, and their decision is rendered and recorded without any 
reference to these conciliatory acts ; and 2dly, in that while my said charges and com- 
plaints were under consideration, namely, on or about the 5th day of June last, in con- 
formity to my suggestions in my communications to Session, they appointed a com- 
mittee of three of their own number ** to confer with the said brethren separately and 
jointly, with a view to a reconciliation of the matters in difference between themj and to 
report thereon to the Session ; " and while, at the request of the said committee, I cheer- 
fully met with them, and would gladly have met with Mr. Dodge, and while I promptly 
assented to their every expressed request, and offered and stood ready to do anything 
which should be indicated by said committee as my duty to do, with a view to a settle- 
ment and reconciliation with the said Dodge, and while the said Dodge declined all 
such friendly and Christian overtures, and persistently rejected all such means of recon- 
ciliation, by refusing to meet either the committee or mo, and while these facts were 
all stated to, and fully known to the Session, their minutes, under date of October 20th, 
only show the record *^ that they (the committee) had been unable to accomplish the 
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object for which they were appointed.'^ (" The report was accepted and the committee 
discharged/') and the Session thus concealed or ignored all these important facts in 
their proceedings, and left it to be inferred tliat the undersigned was wholly, or mainly, 
or equally guilty of contumacy, and of a refractory disposition, and equally amenable to 
the discipline and censure of the church, as is enjoined in our Book of Discipline, chap, 
iv, sees. 9 and 10 ; and by the same acts the Session withholds from the undersigned 
the credit, to which he would seem to be entitled, for his known willingness at all times to 
adjust all these unhappy differences by reference to mutual Christian friends. In proof 
of all of which the undersigned refers to the Minutes of Session, and to the testimony 
of Eiders Eetchum, Hartley, and Kingsley, and other members of said Session. 
And the undersigned especially and earnestly complains of the aforesaid action 
of the said Session, and respectfully asks that their said partial and^ unjust 
action may be corrected, and that their minutes may be ordered to be amended and 
recorded so as to truly and fairly represent the proceedings in the case. And Sdly, in 
this, that subsequently while the said charges were tinder consideration, viz., on or 
about the 6th day of November last, their further discussion was postponed to allow one 
of the brethren, informally, to make another and final effort for a friendly adjustment of 
the said difficulties ; and that while^ after much kind and long- continued effort on the 
part of said brother, a plan of reference was agreed upon, reduced to writing and signed 
by all the parties, and which was subsequently annulled and destroyed by the erasure 
of his name by the said Dodge, without the consent or knowledge of the undersigned, 
and the peremptory closing of the said negotiations by the said Dodge in writing, offer- 
ing therefor reasons which did not exist, and misstating my position in the case ; and 
that after said facts were made known (verbally reported) to the said Session, no refer- 
ence to the same appears upon their minutes ; but the whole is ignored, and the sab- 
aequent decision of Session is rendered as if none of these conciliatory acts of the un- 
dersigned, and none of the refractory and contumacious acts of .the said Dodge, had ever 
oome to the knowledge of the said Session. In proof of these last allegations, should it 
be required, the testimony of the brother above referred to, and other members of the 
Session, will be offered, and reference will be made to the memoranda and correspond- 
ence in the hands of the said brother and myself, and to the Minutes of Session. 

Fourthly, because the said decision of Session is unjust and greatly ii^urious to the 
undersigned, and unauthorized by the Book of Discipline, which nowhere '* enjoins " 
an unlimited aUd nnqualified plea of ** inexpediency^' to govern decisionH in such 
oases. 

JFlftfUyj because the reason assigned for such decision, viz., <' in view of all the dr- 
cumstances of the case," &c., is, without some qualification,, calculated to do great 
wrong, and to bring reproach and contempt upon the Church of Christ, inasmuch as it 
leaves it for each one to imagine and assign reasons injurious to the undersigned, ot 
Mr. Dodge, and prejudicial to the honor of the church, as will be more fully suggested 
to Presbytery by die undersigned. 

For all the foregoing reasons, and for such other causes, explanations, and evidence 
as will be submitted, the undersigned complains of the actions and minutes of said 
Session as unjust and very injurious to his Christian honor and reputation, and re- 
proachful to the Church of Christ ; and he appeals from its said decision to the said 
Fourth Presbytery of New York, and asks of that reverend body to reverse the said de- 
cision in the court below, to order a correction of their records and minutes, and lo 
take such further action in the premises as will vindicate the Christian honor of the un- 
dersigned, and save the Church of Christ from further contempt and reproach. 

I am, reverend and dear sir. 

With very great respect, 

Yours, Ac, 
I Geo. D. Phelfs. 
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' SUPPLEMENTAL COMPLAINT TO PRESBYTERY. 

Nkw Yoxk, January 10/A, 18({8. 
Bby. Cbablh H. Patson, 

Moderator of the Fourth H'ttbjftery of New York : 
Rky. and dear Sik : Having yesterday received from the Seasion of the Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, the minutes of their proceedings in the case of my charges 
agftinst Mr. W. £. Dodge, it now becomes my duty, in consequence of the numerous 
irregularities and errors in said proceedings and minutes, injurious alike to my 
Christian honor and to that of the Church of Christ, to submit the following additional 
eomplaints, which you will please consider as supplemental to my appeal and com- 
plaint submitted to you on the 8d inst., and to be laid by yon before the Fourth Pres- 
bytery of New York 

FiBST. I complain, that while I submitted to said Session specifio and grave charges 
and oomplaints (and, as their minutes say, in due form), with the simultaneous presen- 
tation and offer of abundant testimony to sustain them — embracing no less than twelve 
distinct communications and documents — their minutes refer to them generally, only 
as '* the communication of Mr. Geo. D. Phelps," and once only as "certain papers and 
doonmeuts * * * in relation to certain matters of variance between him and Wm. 
K Dodge," — thereby ignoring and suppreasing ftrom their records the important fact 
that grave charges had been presented by me against Mr. Dodge ; and then, when re- 
solving to appoint a committee to confer *' with said brethren," they take pains to re- 
eord that " the Session, without in any way committing themselves to any future action 
in this case, do hereby resolve," &o. (see Minutes of June 6th), thus manifesting their 
partiality and their early determination not to enter upon an investigation of the case, 
greatly to my prejudice, and to the reproach of said Session. 

The subsequent corresponding action of the Session, in not entering upon their 
Minutes the report of the Committee so appointed, '^ at length," as enjoined by our 
Book of Discipline, was referred to in ^'my appeal and complaint," of which this is a 
supplement, and to which I now refer. 

SxooKDLT. I complain, that after the Session had, without any reasons assigned, de- 
dined to entertain my charges against Mr. Dodge, and had formally " dismissed " them, 
and had served on me official notice of their said decision without reasons, and I had 
presented to tliem and they had received my formal notice of intention to appeal from 
their said decision, they subsequently, viz., on December 22d, five days after their said 
decision was rendered, and the cose was dismissed, and three days after my nptice of 
appeal was served upon them, reopened the case, and appointed a committee " to pre- 
pare a minute or reference to the resolution," &c., &c. ; after the entry of which 
minute of the meeting of December 22, there were interpolated in the minute of Decem- 
ber 17, inpencilf the words following, viz. : "The expediency of preparing a minute to 
accompany the above resolution was deferred to the next meeting of the Session for con- 
sideration ;" and upon the 26th following, or nine days after the said decision was ren- 
dered and the case was dismissed, the said committee reported to Session a " minute 
or reference," which was approved and adopted, and to which I beg the attention of 
Presbytery as it now stands upon the records of said Session. 

In proof of all the specifications in this complaint, I refer to and offer the said book 
of minutes, and the testimony of Mr. Frederick Bull, Stated Clerk of Session, and the 
several Elders, members of said Session. 

Third. I complain of the great inaccuracy of the aforesaid supplemental minutei 
and of its lamentable misrepresentations of the facts in the case referred to — and of the 
great wrong and injustice thereby done to me, and to the honor of the Church of 
Christ. 

1st, in this : That the assertion in the said Minutes, that " the charges in question 
are based upon a certain report made in the year 1857 by the managers (of whom Mr. 
Dodge was one) of a commercial corporation to its stockholders," &o., &c., is a state- 
ment wholly unsustained by the fkcts as they exist, and as they were dearly and ex- 
plicitly stated by me in my said oomplaints, as then and now in the possession of Session. 
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2cl. The allegation that I had ** failed in my efforts for on adjustment of my alleged 
grievances before the Board of Managers,*^ &o., is equally incorrect and nnwarrantable? 
and iusinnates actions and motives on my part which never existed. 

8d. The farther statement in the said Minute that *^ the session made the appro- 
priate efforts towards a reoonoiliatlon of those brethren without success/' without stat- 
ing the fact well known to the Session -that Mr. Dodge was wholly responsible for this 
fiiilure, he alone being contumacious and refractory, and he alone refusing to meet and 
treat with the committee appointed for that purpose, is a great manifestation of partiality, 
and injustice to me. 

4th. The expression in the same minutes of the continued " confidence of the Ses- 
sion in the Christian character of both these brethren," while the grave charges *' duly 
submitted " by the one against the other, with their appropriate proofs and tender of 
witnesses, are still in the hands of the Session uninvestigated, seems to be not " in 
accordance with any discretion enjoined in our Book of Discipline." 

While the thought cannot for a moment be entertained that any considerable num- 
ber of the said Session would knowingly and willingly so misrepresent the facts so 
clearly and specifically presented aeT were my charges against Mr. Dodge ; yet all must 
admit that such carelessness in their statements, so many errors and omissions in their 
records, and such failures to avail themselves of information and evidence so constantly 
pressed upon them, show most conclusively that no " careful consideration of the sub- 
ject " could ever have been had ; and justify me in asking that all of the said Minutes 
after the resolution dismissing the case, including the words interpolated, as herein ex- 
plained, may be expunged from the records of the said Session ; or failing to grant me 
this, that the said records may be ordered to be so revised and corrected as to conform 
to a true statement of the facts in the case, and to a fair representation of the proceed- 
ings of the said Session ; and the undersigned fhrther requests that Presbytery will 
adopt such other action in the premises as will secure to him that relief and justice of 
which he believes he has been deprived in the court below. 
I am, reverend and dear sir, with very great respect. 

Yours, 

Obo. b. Phxlfs. 

Presbytery being especially convened to adjudicate the foregoing appeal 
and complaints, disposed of the matter very summarily, as will appear from 
the following minute of their proceedings, furnished me by their Stated 
Olerk — suflScient comment upon which will be found in the following notice 
and reasons for " appeal and complaint " to the Synod of New York and N*ew 
Jersey : 

MEETING OF FOURTH PRESBYTERY. 

Madison Squabb Chuboh, January 19^A, 1863. 

Presbytery met at the call of the Stated Clerk, and was opened with prayer. 
Present : 

Ministers^J, Holmes Agnew, D.D. ; William Adams, D.D. ; S. H. Cox, D.D., 
L.L.D. ; G. L. Prentiss, D.D. ; 0. S. St. John, J. Spaulding, E. 0. Gillette, H. M. 
Field; F. W. Williams, J. Parsons Hovey, D.D.; Joel Parker, D.D. ; E. N. White, H. 
B. Smith, D.D. ; C. H. Payson, S. W. Bailey, T. S. Hastings, A. S. Freeman, J. P. 
Lestrade. 

Mders—Chailea H. Traak, from Madison Square Church ; F. H. Bartholomew, fVom 
Central Church ; A. W. Morgan, fVom West Church ; David Stevens, fi-om Manhattan- 
ville Church ; Amos Briggs, Haverstraw. 

"General Rules for Judicatories," in the appendix to the Book of Discipline, were 
adopted for the government of Presbytery for this session. 

A Judicial Committee, accordmg to Rule XL, was appointed, consistini? of G. S. 
Prentiss, D.D. ; J. P. Hovey, D.D. ; H. B. Smith, D.D.; S. H. Cox, D.D., L.L.D. ; J. 
Spaulding, and F. H. Bartholomew, Elder. 
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Bev. J. B. Dnnn presented a letter of ordination from New York and Brooklyn 
Association, and after answering the constitutional qnestionB, was received a member 
of Presbytery. 

Mr. G. D. Phelps appeared to prosecute an appeal from Madison Square Church 
Session, and Oliver £. Wood, Jesse W. Benedict, and George W. Lane appeared as 
Commissioners from the Madison Square Church. 

The Moderator laid before the Presbytery the appeal and complaint of Mr. Phelps, 
which was ordered to be put into the hands of the Judiciary Committee. * 

Mr. Phelps attempted to address Presbytery, but was called to order by the Moder- 
ator. He appealed ; but Presbytery sustained the dedsion of the Moderator. 

Presbytery resolved itself into an interlocutory meeting. The Judiciary Committee 
made a report, which was as follows : 

The Judicial Committee, in this matter, deem the following principles and facts 
to be relevant, as well as important and obligatory : 

1. An appeal or complaint presupposes a trial on the merits of the case, with a 
result ; which result is identified with the " decision," from which alone the transfer ot 
the case to a superior jurisdiction is recognized by our book. 

2. As there has been no trial on the merits of the case, no appellate jurisdiction oan 
aa yet be invoked. 

8. When a case is preferred to the court of first resort, said court is to consider 
whether it is proper to institute trial or to dismiss it, as our Book of Discipline, 
chapter iv, section iv, and in other places, both recognizes and enjoins. 

4. In the exercise of Christian discretion and prerogative, the court below appearfe 
to have solemnly and unanimously determined against judicial action on its merits, and 
so have recorded their opinion with sufficient fulness, as previous to any action on the 
merits of the case. Hence, the committee find and recommend that the matter be 
dismissed.* 

The above report was accepted, and on the motion to adopt, the appeal of Mr. 
Phelps and the records of the Madison Square Church Session were read. The appel-^ 
lant and the representatives from the Session were heard, and the members of Presby-- 
tery, after which the question was taken, and the report of the committee was adopted. . 

Mr. Phelps gave notice that he would bring this matter before Synod. 

The minutes were read and approved, and Presbytery adjourned to the call of the 
Stated Clerk. Closed with prayer. 

[Signed] J. Pabsoms Hovet, Stated Clerk, 



* Or thus : — The judicious public, in this matter, will deem the following princi- 
ples and facts to be relevant, as well as important and obligatory: 

1. Kespect for the decision of any judicatory presupposes an impartial exercise of 
an honest intelligence, with a result — which result is identified with justice — ^upon 
which alone confidence and submission are recognized and enjoined by oub £ook. 
Dent. XVI, 18, 19, and 20. 

2. As there has been no impartial exercise of an honest intelligence, neither 
respect, confidence, or submission can as yet be invoked. 

8. When a cause is appealed to a court of seccmd resort, said court is not to con- 
sider how it may evade an investigation and dismiss the case, but is bound to enter 
upon a judicial consideration, as our Book of Discipline, chap, ix, see. 1, and chap, 
yii, sec. 3, § 1, 2, 8, and 9, and in other places, both recognizes and enjoins. 

4. In the abuse of Christian discretion and expediency, the said court appears to 
have frivolously determined against judicial action on its merits, and so have recorded 
their determination with sufiScient f^ness, as previous to any action on the merits of 
the case. Hence, we find and reconunend that this matter be exposed. 

The above report will be accepted and adopted by at least 7 against 3 of any 
impartial community. 
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Notice of Appeal and Complaint from tJie foregoing Proceedings of Presbyte- 
ry, to the Synod of New Yorh and New Jersey, duly served upon the Mod' 
erator of Presbytery ^ January 28, 1863. 

New Yosk, January 28<A, 1868. 
To the Fourth Presbytery of New York, Rev. Chas. H. Payson, Moderator^ <ke. : 

Rev. and deab Sib : I have received from the Stated Clerk of your Presbjteiy a 
certified copy of the minutes of their proceedings at their meeting on the 19th inst., of 
which the following are extracts, viz. : * ♦ » 

[See the minutes of Presbytery (here omitted), immediately preceding.] 

Referring to the said minutes and to my notice of complaint, therein recorded, I now 
beg, on behalf of myself and the minority of said Presbytery, or of any who may feel 
scandalized, aggrieved, or injured, at or by the L regular and unjust proceedings therein 
recorded, respectfully to submit a more formal notice of intention to appeal, complain, 
or refer to the Synod of New York and New Jersey, from, against, or concerning the 
said decision, acts, or proceedings, or the refusal or neglect to proceed or act, on the 
part of said Presbytery, in the appeal, complaint, or matter of reference of George D. 
Phelps against the Session of Madison Square Church, their acts and proceedings, or 
their omission to act or proceed : Or, by any other proper means, to carry my said 
appeal, complaint, or matter of reference, to the next court above, viz., the Synod of 
New York and New Jersey, and to ask of that reverend body a consideration, inves- 
tigation, reversion, or such other action or proceedings as they may deem wise or proper 
in the premises, so as to relieve me from the injustice and injury done by the said Pres- 
bytery ; and for such further action or proceedings as may be deemed necessary and 
proper to deliver and save the church and its judicatories from further odium and re* 
proach, and for the following reasons, viz. : 

First. Because of the inaccuracy and informalities of the minutes of said Presby- 
teiy, especially in failing to record the important fact that debate was cut off by a call 
for the previous question, which was put, and further discussion thus precluded. 

Without noticing now the extraordinary action in the appointment of a judicial 
committee, or the objections which, if permitted, would have been made to the remark- 
able construction of that committee in regard to the relationship of some of them to 
the defendants and the accused party (which in a civil court would have excluded them 
from the jury-box). 

Secondly. I complain that the report of the committee, and the acts of Presby- 
texy based thereon, is a great wrong and injustice to me : 1st. In that the judicial 
committee so appointed did not conform to, but openly transgressed their authority, as 
particularly defined in the 40th of the general rules adopted by Presbytery as their au- 
thority and rule of action for that session, which defines the duty of said committee to 
be ** to digest and arrange all the papers,*' &c. ; in violation of which the said committee 
neither arranged nor produced any papers, but assumed to dispose of the case by pre* 
judging the meaning of words and terms without reasons or precedent, thus disregarding 
and prejudicing my rights. 2d. In that the said action shut out from all knowledge 
of Presbytery my charges and complaints against Mr. Dodge, with the proofs thereof, 
and other testimony in possession of Session, and which should have been read to Pres- 
bytery as is enjoined in chap, vii, sec. iii and sub-sec. 8th, and elsewhere in our 
Book of Discipline. 8d. In that, so far as it has authority or power, the action of 
Presbytery precludes me from any resort to a higher court, and from all relief in or 
through the church. The Presbytery assumes that there can be no appeal or com- 
plaint because there was no *' decision,** or any 'Hrial of the case upon its merits.'* 
This seems to be a mere verbal quibble unworthy so august and reverend a body, inas- 
much as the determination of the Session not to try and issue the case was one of the 



45 

8geaBca.tioDB in my conplaint, and which, in the legal and nfloal meaning of the tenn, 
is a '* decision.'^ The Session themselves term their action a ^* decision.** In the same 
minntes in which it is recorded they instruct their Stated Clerk "to oommnnicate the 
foregoing decision to Mr. Phelps,** and Presbyteiy knows well enough that my 
grievance was the action of Session, by whatever n^me it might be called ; and Pre»> 
bytery erred in confining the word *^ decision** to a final " sentence** or "judgment," 
or to the final result of a " trial of a case upon its merits,** for it covers wider ground. 
In Book of Discipline, chap, iv, sec. 28, it is declared that " the reasons for all de- 
cisions, except on questions of order, shall be,** &c, in which the settlement of a point 
of order is called a *^ decision.** See also the minute of Presbytery above quoted, in 
which it is stated, " He appealed, but Presbytery sustained the decision of Moderator,** 
without argument or any trial upon its merits. See also General Rules adopted by 
Presbytery for their government on that occasion. In the 9th, it is " declared that the 
Moderator shall decide questions of order, subject to an appeal,** Ac. Also the 17th, 
18th, ]9th, and 20th rules, in which the same signification is given to the term, and 
the 29th, in which it is stated, " Any member may appeal to the judicatory from any 
decision of the Moderator." Much more is the term " decision ** applicable to the re- 
fbsal of Session to do anything at all. 

Thibdlt. I appeal and complain, because even if the appeal ought to have been 
dismissed as irregular and informal, yet both the complaint and supplemental com- 
plaints being different (see decisions in Digest), remained, and might and ottght to have 
been investigated ; e^cially as my supplemental complaints were against the interpo- 
lated minutes of Session, inaccuracies and misrepresentations on their /records, and va- 
lions other important and independent matters, not regarded by Presbytery and not 
excluded by the technical objections reported by their Judicial Committee. 

FouBTHLT. Because the reasons assigned by the Presbytery for dismissing my ap- 
peal and complaint, are of such a nature as to prejudge mj case, and seem to add 
insult to injury. They refer to BoQk of Discipline, chap, iv, § 4, implying, or im- 
properly insinuating, that I am known to be guilty of ^e veiy imputations of which I 
was originally falsely accused by my calumniator, which I strenuously deny, and have 
in vain called upon my accuser to prove or justify ; and which the Session themselves 
regard as an unfounded accusation ; having, nine days after they had dismissed the 
case, declared in their minutes submitted to Presbytery, '* that they had continued 
confidence in my Christian character,'* and which declaration was unanimously agreed 
to ; yet Presbytery forestalled an investigation, and assumed that I was such a person, 
whereby great wrong and injury were done to me by them. 

Fifthly. Because, upon a count being called, a large number, more than one half 
of those announced as present, abstained from voting, only one third voting for the re- 
port. And the undersigned believes, that imder the circumstances, the vote is not a 
fair representation of the real opinion of Presbytery. 

Sixthly. Because, Ist, the action of Presbytery in sustaining the proceedings of 
Session by a resort to such quibbles and technicalities, is opposed to all correct ideas of 
justice and equity, as well as in direct conflict with the Book of Discipline, chap, i, 
eec. 1, 2, and 3 ; and chap, iv, § 1, in which it is enjoined, *' When all other means 
of removing an ofifence have failed, the judiciary to which cognizance of it properly 
belongs shall judicially take it into consideration.** Also, chap, iv, § 10, 15, 16, and 
28. Also the introductory to chap, vii, § 1st and 2d, in which it is said — " JSvery 
kindo£ decision, &c., may be carried up,*'>— chap, vii, sec. iii, § 1 and 2, in which 
" all persons who have submitted (that is^ "yielded to," "conformed,** "complied to") 
a regular trial in an inferior, may appeal to a higher judicatory." Also, § 8, 9, and 10, 
by all of which the proceedings of Presbytery stand condemned, and nowhere else jus- 
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tified. 2d. The action of Pnsbjteiy is^ or might be, a greAt wrong to Mr. Dodg^ 
(if innocent), and every other accused ^axty in nmilar circnmstances, inasmuch as it 
leaves it only to be inferred that the determination of both Session and PresbTteiy in 
inch a summary and unusual way, to dismiss the charges and appeal, &c., was based 
upon a belief or fear that a ** trial on its merits ** would result in a conviction of the 
accused party; especially as my appeal and complaint both showed, that there were 
in possession of Session, and which should have been laid before Presbyteiy (chap, vii, 
see. iii, § 8,) confessions in writing and other documentary proofs abundant to sus- 
tain all the principal charges made by me against Mr. Dodge. And, 8d, said action is 
calculated to sanction crime upon crime, inasmuch as it encourages the use of wealth, and 
powerful social influences to defeat a " trial of a cause upon its merits in a court of first 
resort," by the assurance ^ven that in such a case there can be no appeal or complaint to 
any court above ; and so it also gives its authority to the too common opinion that only 
**poor men and small crimes can be prosecuted to a judgment ;" a conclusion that 
ought not to be justified by any ecclesiastical judicatory. 

Seventhly. Because the dismissal of the case by Presbytery (like the re(\isal of the 
Session to try and issue it) amounts to a denial of justice. It is the boast of the Pres- 
byterian system, with its series of appellate courts, that it secures the rights of its hum- 
blest members (see Book Dis., chap, vii, § 1) ; but the undersigned, in seeking relief 
firom the unjust imputations and malicious and injurious slanders of a professed Chris- 
tian brother, is uigustly denied redress in two of our ecclesiastio courts, — dexiied even 
the heaven-born right to appeal or complain ; and is compelled humbly to invoke the 
mercy or grace of the reverend Synod of New York and New Jersey ; and i^ techni- 
cally, no appeal can lie, then he complains ; and if no complaint can be heard, then 
he respectfully begs that some other way may be opened, whereby he may obtain that 
protection, deliverance, and justice, of which he thinks he has been wrongfully denied 
in the Fourth Presbytery of New York ; and he further asks of the Synod of New 
York and New Jersey, that they will take such further action as will vindicate the 
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ and its judicatories from all further odium and 

reproach. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

The following supplemental appeal and reasons were suggested too late to 
be embraced in the foregoing : — 

To the Fourth Presbytery of New York : 

Rev.'^Chables H. Payson, Moderator : 

^ The following action was taken by the Fourtik Presbytery of New York, at 
their meeting held in Madison Square Presbyterian Church, January 19th, 1863, in 
relation to an appeal and complaint laid by me before that body. « * « 
{See minutes of meeting of Presbytery, page 43.) 

From this action of the Presbytery, I hereby give notice of my intention to appeal 
and complain to the Synod of New York and New Jersey, at its next regular meeting, 
and for the following reasons : 

1. Because such action or opinion is contrary to the letter and spirit of our Book 
<^ Discipline. The Presbyteiy take the ground that " an appeal or complaint " presup- 
poses a trial on the merits of the case, with a result, — ^which result is identified with the 
decision, from which alone the transfer of the case to a superior judicatory is recog- 
nized by our Book. But the Book asserts in chap, vii, sec. ii, and in the plainest 
and most unequivocal language, that " every kind of decision " which is formed in any 
church judicatory, except in the highest, is subject to the review of a superior judica* 
toiy, and may be carried before it in one or the other of the four following ways: 
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■amelj, by *' general leyiew and control," by "reference," by ** appeal," and by 
" complaint.** The action of the Presbytery denies this, and affirms that the decision 
of the Session not to entertain the chaiges preferred by me against a member of the 
Madison Square Presbyterian Church, is one from which no appeal con be taken. I 
complain of this action : 

2. Because it makes a Session, which is a court of first resort, in some of its 
action an independent and irreepomihle body, which is contrary to the whole economy 
of the Presbyterian system. If, as asserted by the Presbyteiy, there is action in that 
body from which there is no appeal, and of which there can be no complaint to a 
higher court, then, in that action it is independent of the Presbyteiy ; whereas, the 
Book subjects all its action to the control of the superior judicatoiy, and makes the 
Session responsible to that body for all that it does. I complain of this action : 

8. Because of its great injustice. If, as the Presbytery assert, there can be no 
appeal or complaint, where there is '^ no trial on the merits of the case,** then, if the 
Session refuse to entertain any charge or complaint laid before it, there is no redress 
for the aggrieved person. AH that the Session have to do is to refuse to try the case 
on its merits, and there the matter must end. Their refusal to try the case bars all 
appeal, all complaint, and leaves the individual without any redress. I complain of 
this action : 

4. Because it perverts the meaning of our Book in relation to " the exercise of 
Christian discretion and prerogative." The Book allows this limited exercise, but the 
fiitct that a Session thus " solemnly and unanimously determined against judicial action 
on the merits of any case,** cannot exempt that determination from complaint. If it 
can, then all that a Session has to do to avoid a troublesome case, is to base their 
refusal on the ground of Christian discretion and prerogative. I complain of this 
action, finally : 

6. Because it is subverdve of the rights and privileges of the members of the 
Church, and is destructive to the best interests of our denomination. X^ese rights and 
privileges are secured by the system of appellate jurisdiction which pervades our whole 
polity, and is the glory of Presbyterianism. Destroy this, and all our security is gone; 
and our whole system is changed, and is brought down to the level of a repulsive 
oligarchy, where the rights and privileges of the niany are in the hands of a few, and 
from whose decisions there is no appeal, and from whose action there can be no 
complaint. 

The foregoing additional or supplemental reasons are submitted to be attached to, 
and apply to my notice of intention to appeal and complain from and against the 
action of the Fourth Presbytery of New York, to the Synod of New York and New 
Jersey, in regard to the action of Presbytery, as more particularly defined in my com- 
munication of yesterday. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

[Signed] Geo. D. Phelps. 

Naw ToBK, January 29^ 1868. 

I now submit a copy of the written agreement for settlement with Mr. 
Dodge, with so much of the correspondence only as is, necessary to a clear 
understanding of the case ; omitting all the memoranda and negotiations pre- 
ceding the agreement signed ; and suppressing also the name of the good 
brother mediator in the case. Any one either carious or dubious, can see the 
whole history of that transaction satisfactorily authenticated. 

New Yoek, Deeember 8^* 1862. 
As a result of the correspondence and negotiations between Messrs. Geo. D. Phelps 
and W. £. Dodge through Mr. -« — , in relation to the unhappy difference between 
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these brethren, the following plan and conditions of settlement are agreed to, and are 
Bubscribed by them in good fuith. 

let. Five Christian gentlemen who are aeleoted, viz.) Mr. W. A. Booth, David 
Hoadley, Jasper Corning, Rev. Dr. John J. Owen, and Charles A. Buckley, are to be 
invited to sit as a conference to hear the respective statements of Messrs. Phelps and 
Dodge ; and on the following terms and conditions : 

2d. In no event shall the conference with Messrs. Phelps and Dodge extend 
beyond one meeting. ' 

8d. Mr. Phelps may submit in writing his complaints against Mr. Dodge, in doing 
which, he shall not occupy more than twenty or twenty-five minutes, and Mr. Dodge 
Bhall follow, submitting his reply or complaints.in writing jf he chooses, occupying not 
to exceed the same time, which papers are then to be left with the chfurman of the 
^ committee, either of whom may then ask Messrs. P. or D. any questions touching the 

statements made, &c. 

Mr. Phelps is then to follow in remarks not over thirty (80) minutes, and Mr. Dodge 
to follow, speaking not to exceed the same time, with privilege for each to rejoin not 
longer than ten (10) minutes each. Neither party shall be interrupted while addressing 
the committee, to whom all their remarks are to be addressed. 

4th. The committee shall, as soon as practicable thereafter, decide as to what 
apology or retraction shall be made by either party, and, under all the circumstances, 
- N what each shall do to satisfy the other, and shall so decide without any further refer- 

ence whatever to other parties, and no other papers shall be handed them than the 
t manuscript submitted to them at the opening. Each party, viz., Messrs. P. and D., 

shall abide by the decision of the committee or a migority of them, which decision shall 
be satisfactory, and they shall endeaver to forget and forgive the past, and thencefor- 
ward live as becomes good neighbors and Christians. ■ 

If the committee make their decision the same evening, Messrs. P. and D. shall in 
their presence, and at that time, carry it out; and if made subsequently (and it is under- 
stood that it shall be at the earliest practicable period thereafter) the committee shall 
designate a place and time, at which, in the presence of a third party whom they shall 
also designate, the said decision shall be carried out. 

5th. The proceedings or findings of the conference shall be rendered in wilting to 
..^ each party, and shall not be published by either party, but may in good faith be shown 
/ to their friends as evidence and in explanation of a reconciliation between them. 

It is respectfully requested of the gentlemen consenting to serve in the confi^renoe, 

that from the time of such consent, they abstain from all conversation or reading of 

anything in relation to this matter prior to the meeting or afterwards, excepting the 

manuscripts aforesaid ; and it is further the wish of the parties subscribing hereto that 

their mutual friend, Mr. , may be present at the meeting, and in their behalf state 

the origin of the conference, so far as is necessary. Any vacancy in the committee shall 

,' be filled by the remaining members, subject to approval of the parties.* 

Witness [Signed] Wm. E. Dodob, 

I Geo. D. Phelps. 

I This is a correct copy of the paper signed by Messrs. Phelps and Dodge. 

I [Signed] • 

Nbw Yobk, December 20^A, 1862. 

[After this was signed by me, Mr. Dodge claimed to have the following supplemental 
agreement, to which I added my assent as below.] 

December 8tS^ 1882. 
Deab Sm : In signing the paper presented to me this evening, I do so with the 
distinct understanding that I am to be furnished with a copy of Mr. Phelps's charges 
and specifications, at least three days before the meeting. 

. Yours, &c., [Signed] Wm. E. Donas. 

* These parties had not been consulted, but it was hoped they would serve. 
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' ITppn which I endorsed, as follows: 

^' Agreed to with the oorresponding nnderstanding, that Mr. Dodge ahall, at the 
nme tiane, hand to me, in writing, all the charges he may have to make against me, 
with the specifications ; and that afterwards no further charges or complaints shall be 
made or ofifored by either party." 

Thus all preliminaries to a sore, happy, and final settlement of onr long 
penduig diffioulties were agreed to, and signed, and I was promised a oopy of 
the agreement The next day I receiyed a request from Mr. W. to call on 
him at his house, upon doing whioh I was told that Mr. Dodge insisted upon 
the further condition, that I should confine my complaints to be submitted to 
the referees, in the 20 or 25 minutes allotted for that purpose, to what was 
contained in our correspondence of 1860 (see pages 21 to 80). Not recol- 
lecting precisely the contents of those letters, I offered to confine myself to 
the charges then before Session. This not being conceded, I agreed on my 
return home, to reperuse those letters and determine. I did so — and although 
I found that much of my case would thereby be sacrificed, I decided to yield 
this new demand also ; and to guard against any farther dispute or question 
as to the contents of the letters, I proposed to submit the letters themselves, 
as per the following note sent to Mr. W , the same day. 

198 Madison Avenub, Nsw Yobk, DeeemJber 10^, 1862. 
W , Esq. : 

DxAB Sm : 1 have just returned from the citv — have given your last proposition con- 
sideration, and will a|ifree that the oorrespondence between Mr. Dodge and myself in 
reference to onr difficulties, shall be submitted to the referees or committee, as the state- 
ment of the case between us, and the sum of all our complaints against each other ; no 
fiirther changes or complaints to be made on ei^er side ; and that each shall have the 
same time mr argument, illustration, or appeal. Neither party occupying altogether 
more than one hour and a half. 

If this is acceptable to Mr. Dodge (and I think it meets your statement of his wishes), 
let it be endorsed upon the present agreement ; but I beg of you not to make any fur- 
ther sugf^estions of changes to me, in my present state of health. 

Should aU my propositions be finally declined) let Mr. Dodge submit through you 
his ultimatum, to which I will promptly signify my assent or dissent, and that mustter* 
minate these negotiations. Very respectfully yours, (&a, 

Geo. D. Fhxlps. 

I thought I was thus yieldmg everything asked, and| again supposed all prelimina- 
ries settled. 

The next morning I received the following : which, except for certain former indi- 
cations of insincerity on the part of Mr. Dodge, would have occasioned great soiprise. 

257 Lexington Avenue, Beamber lO^A, 1863, Hi p. m. 
Geo. D. Phelps, Esq. : 

My deab Sir : By the inclosed copy of note just received ttom Mr. Dodge, you see 
the object I have so long desired and prayed for is not to be accomplished, and all nego- 
tiation is at an eud. 

It is proper I should say your proposition to submit all the correspondence between 
you and Mr. Dodge, is not that wnicn I made to you this morning,* and I very much 
regret that it was not accepted by you ; but it \b too late. 

I hope this disappointment, as I view it, will not add to your illness, which I am 
very sorry to know of. Begretting deeply the turn matters have taken. 

I am very truly yours, 
[Signed] W . 

* The propoAltioxi here referred to by Mr. W , was verbal. I claim— as will be seen in my 

foregoing letter— that my reply was a literal acceptance of it No Axrtiber explansHcn was made 
to me ; and no qnestion or doubt on that jK)int exlBted. I did not use the term •• all " (he corre> 
■pondenoe; but simply "&« correSpondeQce **— about which we )iad been talking. 

4 
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I retnm a copy of your letter to me ibis p. m. It is perhaps proper I shotild ktep 
the oiigmal, as I have Mr. Dodge's, hut will hand it to yoa if yoa want it. Both sig- 
natnres to the agreement are erased. I also enclose copy of the memorfmdnin read to 
Mr. Dodge, and yonr proposed reply.* — W . 

Wednesday Eyeiono, Deamber 10^ 1862. 

W , Esq. : 

Dkab Sm: 1 find by the letter yoa read me iVom Mr. FheljWi that he now pro- 
poses to submit all our correspondence t in place of the propositioxl you stated this 
morniDg, and it is evident to me that the conference will in that case taKe a very differ- 
ent course from what I had anv intention of entering upon ; and I feel constrained to 
decline, and thanking you for the kind interest you have taken, and as Mr. Phdps re- 
quests that no further suggestions be made, % ^ c<^ ^^^7 regret that after all your efforts 
nothing can be effected. Bespectfully yours, 

Signed, Wm. BS. Dodok. 

198 Madison Avenue, New Yobk, December 11^, 1862. 

W , Esq. : 

My dbab Sm : I have your note of this morning, and while I deeply regret the 
result announced, I am not much surprised at it. During all your efforts I have had 
much reason to doubt the sincerity of Mr. D.^s professions. 

The matter must now be brought to an issue withoat unnecessary delay; and I will 
thank you to give me a copy of all the other propositions which bave passed through 
your hands in this recent negotiation for a settlement with Mr. Dodge. 

Thanking you most sincerely for your kind efforts in this matter, and regretting the 
unfortunate result, I remain, very truly years, 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

P. ^. — ^In my last note to you I thought I was complying with Mr. D.'s last proposi- 
tion through you, and I still think I did, unless there was some hidden idea in tne mind 
ofMr. D. 

I understood that he insisted that I should confine my complaints to such as were 
named in my letters to him. In response I offered ** to submit the letters themselves, 
as the statement of the case between us, and the sum of all our complaints a^^ainst each 
other, no further charge or complaints to he made on either eide,^^ Was not this a perfect 
compliance with bis proposal ? Or did he wish for the opportunity to come forward 
with after charges? G. D. P. 

198 Madison Avenue, New Yobk, December 12^, 1862. 
W , Esq. : 

My deab Sut : In my note to you yesterday morning, I asked for a copy of all 
communications from and to Mr. D. which passed through your hands. 

Perhaps you overlooked that request. 

I wish particularly the copy of agreement signed by Mr. Dodge and myself, and the 
supplementary memorandum which accompanied it, with your certification that they 
were both signed. . 

The other memorandums would also be desirable, if not too much trouble for you to 
furnish them. I am sorry to give so much trouble, but having voluntarily begun the 
good work, I have no doubt you will cheerfally consent to finiso it. 

I have more carefully reperused your note of yesterday mominff, and I am in a little 
doubt whether yon intended any censure upon my course in tne late negotiations. 
When I left you the mormng of our last interview, I understood that the only question 
between us unsettled was, whether I should 'confine my complaints against Mr. D. (to 
be presented to the referees^ to such as were referred to m our correspondenoe (of 1860), 
or whether they should include those also which were laid before the Session of our 
church. * * * 

* This was Mr. W.'afrat effort, being a verj brief note, proposed by him for Mr. Dodge to write 
to me— in the most general terms expressing his regret, and retracting his calumnies against me, 
and which I consented to accept as a satisractory adjustment of all our difSculties. Mr. Dodge 
declined to write me such a note — and the foregoing repudiated agreement resulted from this 
preluninary action. 

t By reference to my preceding letter of same date it will be seen that I said " the,"" not " all 
the " correspondence, and nothing was meant but that which was before Session, the whole sub* 
stance of which, as will be seen, was in the two letters of March, 1860 (see page 21), and to avoid 
any new Questions about the contents of these letters, I proposed to submtt the IMtere themeehei. 
I cannot tnink Mr. D.^s objection on tiiat score was sincere. 

1 By reference to my foregoing letter to which this refers, it will be seen that I distincUy ask 
if Mr. Dodge should decline "all my propositions "that he would ** submit his ulttuiatvPPi" ^^ 
What construction shall be put upon sack a miMtatementf 
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• 

I ooneliided to aooede to what I supposed was your proposition. Ton can jnd|r« 
whether I should feel surprised at the reception of your note, announcing Mr. Dodge's 
declination and his peremptory termination of the negotiations. 

Now witness the dissimulation in Mr. D.'s last note. While I doted hy aeking afur- 
Hmr profotUionfrom Aim, he doses with ** and as Mr. Phelps requests that no further 
BOgffestions be made," <&o. 

How do you account for such a palpable misstatement of my note ? And yet your 
note teemt to imply censure upon me for not doioff— what ? 1 do not understand it. 

Tour statements concerning Mr. D.'s repudiation of the agreements signed, and his 
proposed modifications, were not submitted to me in writing, and in my then state of 
mind I may have misunderstood you ; but my response woe in writing, and it indicated 
plainly what I understood Mr. D.*s proposed changes to be, and my acceptance of them, 
as well as my request for a further and ultimate proposition from Mr. B., should he, as 
I rather expected he would, reject all mine ; and Mr. D. could not misunderstand my 
note. How do you account for the result? » » * 

Renewing m^r thanks for all your disinterested efforts to compromise this unfortunate 
quarrel, andagain begging that you will help to hasten it to ap issue in the Session, 

I remain, very respectfully yours, Ac, 

Qxo. D. Phelps. 

Several pages of^ correspondence followed, munly in reference to the unauthorized 
erasure of Mr. Dodge's name, and to my claim to a copy of the agreement, &c. ; and 
on the 20th of December I received the following, with the papers therein named : 

Nxw ToBx, December 20^ 1862. 
Mb. Phelps : . 

Dear Sib : I hand you herewith a copy of the agreement or paper signed b^ you 
and Mr. Dodge, with an endorsement, ffiving the facts as to the erasure of the signs-' 
ture ; also a copy of the joint note in relation thereto. 

Very respectfully yours, &c. W . 

I have fhrnished Mr. D. also with a copy. 

The following is the " endorsement " referred to above, which was written across 
the copy of the agreement when sent to me ; viz., on the 20th of December : 

" In consequence of a disagreement between the parties signing this pa^er, growing 
out of the construction of the 8d article, and the subsequent verbalpropositions relating 
thereto, Mr. Dodge declined to have anything further to do with it, and erased hiA sig- 
nature, and in consequence thereof, I took the responsibility of erasing the name of 
Mr. Phelps, and have mrnished each with a copy. 

" (Signed) W ." 

I think the foregoing conveys a wrong impression, inasmuch as there was never 
any " disagreement " concerning " the 8d Article." The difference arose wholly upon, 
a new demand made by Mr. Dodge, and from his still iiirther evasion, even after I 

had yielded to his new terms, as is plainly shown in my foregoing letters to Mr. W , 

to which no objection was made till after the action of both Session and Presbytery. 

TVliether, under the circumstances, it was the right of Mr. Dodge to annul and 
destroy a written agreement by erasing his own name, without my knowledge or con- 
sent — and whether it was right'for Mr. W to permit such erasure of Mr. Dodge's 

name, and to erase] my name also without my knowledge or consent, to a mutual 
agreement signed by us both, and witnessed by him, are questions which I prefer to 
leave for others to decide. 

THE SUPPRESSED REPORT OP COMMITTEE OF SESSION. 

In the preceding pages reference is frequently made to this report. 

I supposed I had received sufficient assurance to justify me in promising it in this 
place ; but since the foregoing was in type, it has been denied to me. Havingfailed^' 
in a personal application to the Clerk of Session, I wrote him an urgent request oik'' 
2d February, which he promised to lay before Session. 

Having received no answer, I wrote again on the 20th Febroaxy, as follows : 



52 

« On the 2d instant, I requested of 70a in writing, copies of certain papers belong- 
i^ to the late prooeedinffs of Session, in my charges against Mr. Dodge, to which I 
dium to be entitled by the 16th section of chapter iv of Book of Disdpkne, as well as 
by the resolution of Session of December 22d,in which you were * authorized to fur- 
nish me >vith copies of all the proceedings, ana aU papers referred to therein, which he 
(J) may desire.' These papers now asked for had oeen * referred] to,' and are now in 
your possession as Stated Clerk of Session. I again respeotfblly ask that you will g^ve 
me copies of them at my expense, or that you wul give me, in writing, your reasons fbr 
declinmg my request. Your iarly reply will much oblige 

" Yours very respectftdly, 

« Qio. D. Pmttw." 

On the 26th February inst I received the following : 

58 Wall Stsbt, Fiibruary 25^^ 18<$8. 
Gko. D. Phxlps : 
DsAB Snt : Your several communications of 2d and 20th instant were laid be- 
fore the Session on Monday evening last, and I am directed by Session to inform yon 
that your request therein contained is respectftdly declined. 

Very truly your friend, &c., 

I^tKDiiRioK Bull, Stated Clerk 0/ Session M, S* P. C, 

Having been subsequently assured that those documents, if in my possession, would 
be of great service to my cause, and being also well advised that I was entitled to them, 
I again ux^ged my request in the following communication, which, as will soon appear, 
was also designed to open the way for the introduction of certain peace measnres, 
kindly suggested, and proposed to the Moderator of Session by a judicious ministerial 
friend of all the parties, but which were withheld from Session, and other measures 
substituted in their place : i^ 

Nsw YosE, mh March, 1868. 
To the Session of Madison Sguare Presbyterian Ckurch : 

Bbbthbbn : Beferring to my two notes of 2d and 20th February, submitted to you 
through your Stated Clerk, and to your reply of 20th following, received through him, 
I am now constrained, under advice, to renew and respectftdly to urge my request for 
copies of the report and other papers therein specified. 

Those documents are deemed necessary to my case. I could not properly, or with 
full justice to myself, make up my appeal without them. Besides, they may prove such 
as to enable me honorably to abandon all further proceedings in reference to Session. 

I am well advised that I am entitled to those papers by the 16th section of chapter 
iv of our Book of Discipline, by precedent and by the former action of Session, as more 
particularly noted in my previous communications. 

I am also advised to give you this formal notice, that I have served upon Bev. 
Charles H. Payson, Moderator of the Fourth Presbytery of New York, my " notice of 
imUniion to Appeal and Complain " to the Synod of New York and New Jersey, f5rom 
and of the decision or action of the said Presbytery, in dismissing my appeal and com- 
plfdnt from and against your action in the matter of my charges against Wm. £. Dodge, 
as more ftdly described in said complaint. 

I have farther to submit to you, that I am recently and credibly informed, that the 
misconstruction which I had anticipated, has already been given to your action and 
resolution of December 17th, dismissing my charges against Mr. Dodge. 

It has been stated, under circumstances to do me great injustice, that the motives 
which influenced Session in that action, were based upon the reasons assigned for the 
exercise of discretion, as specified in section 4th of chapter iv of our Book of Discipline. 
This also appears to have been so understood by Presbytery, as expressed in the third 
paragraph of the report of their judidal committee, in which they insinuate against me 
thoee veiy imputations made by Mr. Dodge,~the truth of which I have always stren- 
uously deniedy— which I have ever been ready to disprove before Session, and for 
relief firom which my complunts against Mr. Dodge, and my appeals to Session, were 
made. 

I am hot wilHng to believe that Session were influenced by any such uiijufltifiiRble 
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BiotiT«iaihaT«b6«ii«lttibatodtothem; in<U«d,IamweU •MrandihfttUiAywertiiol 
•o influenoed, and I oannot think that they would be willing that so great injoatioe 
and wrong ahonld oontinne to be done to me, through their action, or irant of 
aotion. 

I have therefore respeotftilly to anggeat, that Seaaion take anoh action, and so ez- 
preaa their opiniona bj aome formal and direot vote upon that point, as ahall remove 
all donbt about their motivea, and do away all wrong impreaaionB on the minda of any 
partiea intereated. 

If your former aotion waa based upon anything objectionable in my Ghriatian char- 
acter, it ia due to me, aa well aa to the oanae of truth, that it should be firankly stated. 
On the contrary, if no such influences operated upon your minds, it is equally due to 
me, and to the oauae of truth, aa well aa to the Christian honor of all concerned, that 
it should be so ezplidUy stated, that no one hereafter may be either encouraged to mia- 
represent your motivea, or excuaed for still ftirther aggravating my cause, or widening 
the breachea already made. 

Tour early reply to my request and your response to these auggestions, wUl mueh 

oblige Tours respectftilly, 

Geo. D. Phxlps. 

NiwToBX, AprU20ih,ie9», 
7b the Session of the Madison Square Fresbj^terian Church .* 

Bbxthbbk : Under date of 80th March, I addressed to you a respeotM communica- 
tion, to which I requested and expected an early reply. Having received no response, 
I am led to doubt whether Session design to take any notice of my application ; and it 
seems proper, and circumstances require, that I should respectfully inform Session, 
that without notice of some formal action on their part during the present week, upon 
the matters submitted by me, I shall conclude that none is intended by them, and I ahall 
be compelled to govern myself accordingly. Veiy respectfully, &c., 

Geo. D. Phelps. 

New Tobk, J^prU 21^ 1868. 
Geo. D. Phelps, Esq. : 

J)eab Bbotheb : Tour letter of the 20th March was duly received and read to the 
Session. Important duties have so occupied the attention of Session as to prevent an 
earlier reply. 

Tour letter renews a request for copies of certain papers, previously specified ; ad- 
vises Session of your having notified the Moderator of the Fourth Presbytery of New 
Tork, of your intention to appeal and complain to Synod of the recent action of Pres- 
bytery, and ask Session if its former action, in dismissing your charges against Mr. Wm. 
£. Dodgi, *< was based upon anything objectionable in your Christian character." 

The Session have a sincere desire to meet your wishes, so far as is consistent with 
duty and a due regard to the best interests of the Church of Christ. 

The papers, a copy of which you request, resulted A'om an unsuccessful effort to- 
wards a harmonious adjustment of your difficulties with another brother in the Church. 
This effort, as was expressly stated to him, and as you were probably aware, had no 
connection with or reference to any judicial process, but was only designed to secure a 
reconciliation.* The effort having failed, the Session are of opinion that they ought 
not, as a matter of duty, honor, or precedent, with or without the consent of both par- 
ties in interest, furnish a copy of those papers to any one, and hence the ground of their 
former action on this point. 

The chapter and section of our laws to which you call our attention, refer to pro- 
ceedings after actual process is commenced, which we think you will admit was not the 
case here.f It was from no intention to deny you any right or privilege that the action 
of the Session was thus taken. The Session, sincerely desirous, however, to meet your 

* Is not this a virtual confession of one of the acts complained of to Presbytery, viz., of infi»ni«« 
ing Mr. Dodge that Session did not mean to act Jadioially on my complaints, ana thns eneonrsglng 
his contomacy. 8ee pages 40 and 41. 

tlmakenosaohadmiaaioii,«ttti«riai«atfd to the applioatfoner the** laws** iiliiiftdto^erl9 
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wiBhas, as fkr as is consistent, hsvB instnioted the stated oleA to sholir yoti or Mr. 
Dodge the papers in question for pemsal.. 

Upon the third point, the Session respectfully suggest, that its recorded acts, as sub- 
mitted to you, viz., its resolution of January 12th, and corrected minutes of 29th of 
same month, fully set forth its action, and adequate reasons therefor, and by no possi- 
ble construction of language can the minutes be made to do you ** great injustice," as it 
mainly presents facts, and you do the Session justice in ** not being willing to believe 
that it was influenced by any such unjustifiable motives as have been attributed to it.*' * 
The Session, while it deeply regrets such should be the case as you allege, cannot be 
responsible or accountable for any misconstruction of its actions or motives. Upon no 
point were the members of Session more united, than in expressing as they did, in their 
minutes alluded to, their entire oonfldence in the Christian character of the brethren 
whose case was before them ; and in referring at jour request again to the subject, the 
Session unanimously, cheerfully, and fhmkly state that their former action was not 
based upon ** anything objectionable in your Christian character.'' 

In closing this note, they desire to renew to you this assurance, and to express their 
regard for you, as a Christian man and brother, of our beloved Church. 

Very truly your Mend and brother, 

Fbbdsriok Bull, StaUd Clerk of Smion, of M, S* P. C. 

See answer on next page. 

As I cannot submit the papers and report, denied to me in the foregoing 
correspondence, I am constrained to give the substance of it, so far as a brief 
perusal, and other information received, enable me to do, the correctness 
of which, so far as it goes, will not be questioned. 

On the 7th of June the Committee of Session wrote to Mr. D., enclosing copy of the 
resolution (see minuses page 87) appointing them, toith power^ dtc,^ and asking him 
« when and where he would meet the committee." He asked time for consideration, 
and in response to the second note from the committee, Mr. D. called upon the chair-* 
man of the committee and ** declined to have anything to do in the matter." 

They then held an interview with me by appointment, during which I offered to 
meet them and Mr. D., and to put myself in their hands, to do anything they should 
decide to be my duty in the premises. They expressed themselves perfeotiy satisfied, 
and left, hoping still to bring Mr. D. and me together, and determined to make 
another effort with Mr. D., which they did by letter of June 27th, in which they inform 
him of their interview with me, and say *^they indulge the hope that a friendly 
reconciliation would be effected by a joint conference of the parties and the comspiittee " 
—and they repeat their request for a meeting, and ask for a reply. 

Mr. Dodge's answer of June 80th refers to his conversation with the chaimmn of 
committee ; declares that no good would result from such an interview, says ** our 
Pastor understands it " I " The trouble grew out of matters in which I acted officially, 
with some twelve other gentlemen, and it is not proper for me to act as an individual 
in relation to them, nor will it be productive of good to attempt it." 

There were other papers, containing statements of the committee, copies of letters, 
4&0., all of which were submitted to Session, and are now in their hands ;— and although 
their committee were appointed wUk potoer, the Session took no notice of Mr. D.'s 
contumacy, and only suffered to be entered on their minutes that the committee " had 
been xmable to accomplish the object for which they were appointed ; " thus leaving it 
to be uf^ufG^ inferred that I was equally or wholly to blame for that failure. 

Was this impartial action on the part of Session ? 

In the foregoing quotations we have Mr. D.'s second confession, in writing, of my 
principal complunts against him (see his letter to me, page 25), in which he says : *^ The 

the Implied allegation that process had not commenced. On both these points my advisers differ 
with Bession. 

* Here again we differ. I think the minutes so referred to do not '* mainly present flusts,** and, 
aKhoagh some <if them have been corrected by sobseqaent action, still they stand upon their records 
to misrepresent 
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eittMti you hxf made wwe madA from a doemnent ai^fned by a nnmbtr ^f footli* 
BMO aa well aa mybelf/' &c,, tnth which maj be inftrred thereasonaibrmyaiixietj to 
obtain ihoae papera, aa well aa the apparent oaoae for witlihoMing them from me. 

I think it waa a grave error in Mr. D. to pat in writing the miaatatement that he 
** acted officially.'^ Aa well might any one guilty of felony or any other offence, claim 
that he ** acted officially" aa the member of the Seaaion of a church. jNeither the 
eodcaiaatioal or dvil law allowa a man to commit oonapira^, alander or any other 
miademeanor, ** officially " in any reUtion ; and acta committed in anch combinationa 
and nndar such circumstances, are uanally regarded aa more flagrant, becanae more 
daogeroua and injuriona. 

It ia thia very feature in Mr. D.'s acta which haa aamnch aggravated thia caae, and 
made thia ezpoaition and vindication ao neceaaary. 

Naw Teas, 4pfi< 280, 1868. 
To ths Settion qfthe Maditon Square J^eebyUrian Cfhurtk: 

Bbbthbxn : I have received, through your atated derk, your communication of Slat 
instant, in reply to mine of 20tii ultimo, which aeems to have been misundemtood or 
miaoonstrued. 

I did not aak, or intend to ask Session, anything concerning their former action. 
Nor did I " request '* them <' to refer again to this subject.*' I only renewed and uiged 
a former request for copies of cerUun papers, the possession of which I claimed, and 
still claim as a right. For especial reasona I avoided all appearance of asking any &vor 
of Seasion, and only further repeated *' suggestions " which had been made by others, 
with a view to a final termination and dismissal of all matters pending before Seaaion, 
connected with my complaints against Mr. Dodge. I think, for the sake of the peace 
and honor of the Church, it is to be regn^etted that a simple and judicioua plan, suggested 
aa a peace measure, by a most excellent deigyman, a friend of all parties, and which 
was submitted to your Moderator, and through him to your recent committee (Measrs. 

W and L ), was withheld from Session, for whose consideration and action it 

waa deaigned. I believe it could have been adopted by Seasion without any sacrifice of 
true Christian sentiment, and that it would have reaulted in a happy adjuatment of all 
pending difficulties.* ^ 

As waa known to some of your number, after much persuasion, I had aasented to 
that programme, and was led to expect that it would be submitted to you. 

I suppose it waa withheld <* in the exercise of" that same *' diacretion enjoined in 
our Book of Discipline," which waa your authority for diamissing my charges against 
Mr. Dodge. 

* The plan here referred to, after Btipulatlng that the copies of papers saked for should be given 
to me, provided let, that a minute or resolations should be adopted by Session, declaring that^ the 

Sound of Session^s action in declining to enter into a Mudidal examinatioD of uiose diarges (against 
r. Dodge) was not any opinion formed in regard to them ; or, as has been intimated, any imputa- 
tion upon the personal character of Mr. Phelps, or the propriety of bis action in presenune those 
chalices; bat simply, as appears npon the records of Session, certain pecaliar and embarrasnng dr- 
camstances connected with the case, making it difficult in their view to take ftiU cognizance of it, 
and rendering it questionable whether a formal trial would be for the edification of the ohnroh or for 
the honor of Uie Master." 

2dly. **That Session reaffirm their confidence in the Christian character of Mr. Phelps, and dis- 
avow all supposed refiectlon npon it, either expressed or implied.^ 

8d1y. ** That as the matter has been brought before Presbytery and may have been mismpre- 
hended by them, a certified copy of these resolutions be tranmnltted to thdr stated clerk, and that a 
copy be also sent to Mr. Phelps.** 

This prt^amme was placed in the hands of the Moderator by the ministerisl friend alladed to, 
with the assurance that open its adoption ** substantially ** by Session, I would ** cease all ftirther pro- 
ceedings in the case before the Session, and refrain ftom the publication of this exposition. It was 
considered by the committee named above, who, instead of submitting it to Session, reported in its 
stead the foregoing communication of the 21st of April, to be sent to me, and which, as will be seen, 
differs from this programme in some essential points. 1st Instead of eivinff me copies of the papers 
asked for, it permits only a perusal of tbem. If it was intended that I uioala have any nseftil know- 
ledge of Uieir contents, why not " give me copies at my expense ** ? 

The next and most important proposition was entirely evaded. If Session's action in dismissing 
my charges aeainst Mr. Dodge was not based upon any opinion formed of them, there oonld 
tainly be no objection to say so. If, on the contrary, as I believe was the case, their action 
based upon such opinion, and a consequent reluctance to act upon them, then, in dismii 
them as they did, without reasons assigned, and without receiving my testimony and exidani 
Session manifested the unfairness and partiality to which I have alluded in my ocnnplaints to 
bytery and to Synod ; and benoe the importaooe of iettijog their more explicit deolaration 
point, as well as upon the others snomitted. 
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In mf QOmmuniflatiQn I aald, "It hm been stated, under ^eametanoee to do me 
great bijiwtioe, that the motivee which inflnenced Sewion in that action, were based 
upon the reasons assigned for the exercise of discretion, as spedfied in section 4, of 
chap iv, of Book of Discipline," &c. It had been so stated to a distinguished clergyman 
of this city, by *' a prominent member of Session ;" and further, that those reasons 
were not assigned in your minutes ** because you did not wish to blacken my charao- 
ter " I These statements were made known to some of you. Five of your number, a 
mi^rity of Session, being ssked by me, stated that thiir action was noi bssed upon any 
sudi reasons. ( Anotlier has since made the same declaration.) 

I did not believe that more than two of you were so influenced, and therefore it was, 
I thought you might be glad to disavow so wrong an imputation, in such terms as were 
submitted to your Moderator by ^e party referred to ; but I expressly declined to make 
Sny such request. 

It has been fiirther stated to me, by another distingaished clergyman, that a promi- 
nent member of Session told him, that Mr. W 's plan of an adjustment with Mr. 

Dodge wss defeated in consequence of my bringing forward a new proposition, after 
that agreement had been signed. It cannot be necessary for me to say to you that there 
is not a shadow of truth in such a declaration. You all know, or ought to know, and I 
stsnd ready to prove to you, that the fiulure of that effort was wholly owing to another ; 
and that Mr. Dodge repudiated, and erased his signature firom that agreement, without 
any good reason, and indthont my knowledge.* 

Several other erroneous and injurious statements have been reported to me as hav- 
ing been made by one of your number, to which I forbear f\irther allusion. Under 
these drcumstanoes I must totally dissent fh)m your declaration, that ** Session cannot 
be responsible or accountable for any misconstruction of its actions or motives.'' Since 
Session have been apprised of the evils growing out of their action or want of action 
in declining to use the proper means to counteract and correct those evils, do they not 
become parUetp$ crimmt f 

, 'tTou refer to your " resolution of Jan. 12th, and corrected minutes of 29th of same 
month." No such minutes, adopted so long after my case had been formally dismissed, 
and my notice of intention and ressons for appeal and complaint were in tiieir poeses- 
sic^, can be regarded as regular, or accepted by me as the proper action of Session ; 
nevertheless, I beg to reply that I have never seen, or before heard of any ** resolution 
or minute of JanI 12th." 

I have received copies of supplemental minutes of Deo. 26th, adopted nine days 
after my charges agtunst Mr. Dodge had been dismissed by Session ; which minutes 
eontained palpable misstatements ; and I have also received copies of your minutes of 
Jan. 29th (adopted 48 days after my said complaints had been dismissed in Session, and 
ten days after the action of Presbytery upon my appeal and complaint), correcting or 
omittii^ Bome'of those misstatements ; but in which you still do me great injustice and 
wrong by implication ; Ist, in stating or conveying the impression that Mr. Dodge's 
slanders against me were made in an official capacity, and therefore justifled, which is 
an unauthorized assumption on his part, and which yon could not have endorsed, had 
you permitted me to appear before you with my testimony to explain ; and 2dly, in 
stating, as you did, in reference to the report of the investigating committee, that *'no 
allusion whatever was made to the personal matters complained of by Mr. Phelps." 
This statement is not in harmony with the facts which were before Session in the docu- 
ments submitted with my charges, and to which I was always ready to add further tes- 
timony and explanation. 

In the 5th paragraph of the Beport named, it is said, in the very language of Mr. 
Dodge and his associates, that I " make insinuations against several members of the 
Board," <&c., which is untrue. In the 11th paragraph of same Keport is again echoed 
Mr. Dodge's language, *Uhe ex-President was very injudicious and uncourteous." 
The 18th paragraph of same Beport contains a verbal repetition of a gross misstatement 
of Mr. Dodge and his associates, in reference to my main cause of compliant against 
Mr. Dodge and some of his associates, viz., ** conflicting interests," and consequent 

* See Statoment and OonreipoAdenoeb pages 19 and 60i 
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dishoneat manajfement— by which misBtatements the whole qneation at issue was sadly 
and wiokedly perverted to my injary and wrong. 

In the 20th paragraph, the investigating committee qnote from the libelous paper 
of Mr. Dodge and his^assodates : *< It is not the first time the ex-Preaident (meaning 
myself) has insinuated that the line of the road might have been changed," &a, all of 

which was untrue and unjustifiable, both on the part of Mr. Dodge and Mr. B and 

his committee ; not a word of that kind having been uttered by me as stated. 

But, without quoting farther from the numerous similar references to the "personal 
matters complained of,'' I will only say, that I was prepared to prove to Session, as 
stated in my charges against Mr. Dodge, that his libels and slanders were calculated, if 
not designed, " to destroy my reputation and ruin my character, in the estimation of 
those to whom the sidd communication was presented, as has also been fhlly shown in 
the Review of that Committee's Beport, a copy|of which is submitted herewith for your 
further information. 

For the sentiments contfdned iu your last paragraph, I trust I feel a becoming grati- 
tade ; but the compliment would have been much more acceptable if my name, in one 
part of that sentence, had not been so coupled with one, who for so many years has 
persisted in doing me great wrong, and who still stands charged before you with *^ false- 
hood, conspiracy, slander," &c., with ample proofs of the same, in your possession, and 
tendered^by me ; — the whole confirmed or corroborated by his own recent letters to your 
committee, and other documents, of which you still refuse to give me copies ; in one of 
which Mr. Dodge says, " The trouble grew out of matters in which I acted with some 
twelve other gentlemen," and ho therefore declines '^to act individually" in doing me 
justice. . What a reason for refasing to do a Christian duty and fbr declining to make 
reparation for an acknowledged wrong. Ho thereby virtually acknowledges my charges, 
but strangely enough pleads as an excuse the very facts which prove the conspiracy 
charged by me ; and gives as a reason for not being reconciled that it would compro- 
mise his fellow conspirators. 

Several other matters referred to in your communication invite discussion, and 
cannot be assented to by me ; but I now forbear farther comment. 

I could offer some suggestions upon the propriety of allowing minutes so erroneous 
as I have shown some of yours to be, to stand uncorrected upon your records, where, 
for generations to come, they will do great injustice to one, to whom you have so re- 
cently been pleased to " renew the assurance of your entire confidence in his Christian 
character," and to " express your regard, as a Christian and a brother, of our beloved 
Church." 

In closing, I respectfally beg the Session not to consider this as either a complaint 
or a request for any farther or other action on their part. As there appears to be so 
strong an indisposition on the part of some to do me justice, I must look to a more im- 
partial tribunal for that equity which seems to be denied me in this Church of our 
Blessed Saviour. Very respectfully yours, Ac, 

Gxo. D. Phslfs. 

Statement and Opiniam of Judge Bbonsok and Messbs. Man & Pabsons — of 
the calumnies referred to on 2d a/nd Sd pages of this exposition ; and oi 
first published in the pamphlet ^' JRailroad Mismanagements 

As very few even of those who possess the inclination for such investigations, have 
the time and other requisites necessary to form an intelligent and candid judgment upon 
so complioatcd a subject— (especially a questionwhich has become so interwoven with 
conflicting interests and personal issues) — X have availed myself of the opinions of those 
whose competency in all those respects will not be questioned by any one. 

Few men— not even the parties implicated — ^have more carefully read all the papen 
appertaining to this case than Judge Bronson and^Messrs. Maa & Parsons ; and no one 
will question the correctness of their judgment or the honesty of their opinions. 

Judge Bronson declined to act professionally in the premises until he should be per- 
mitted to exercise his good oAoes as a peaoemakdr, which proposition waa oheeriUly 
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eqnoeded by me. His repeated efforts to effect a settlement by a reference of the mat- 
ters in dispute to disinterested parties, were unaviuling. 

Several other mutual friends have been equally unsuocessfhl. On applioation of such, 
I have r«peaUdly oonsented to rzUr aU the queitions at U8U4 to five disinterested, intel- 
ligent gentlemen, to be mutually chosen, and to abide by— and myself to puUish the re- 
sult of such a reference as final. Such a proposition could scarcely be declined by men 
having any confidence in the justice of their cause. 

JUDGE BEONSON'S OPINION. 

" In 1857, when certain by-laws, which had been proposed for adoption by the Del- 
aware, Lackawanna, and Western Bailroad Company, were under consideration, 
George D. Phelps, Esq., who had been the President, and was then a member of the 
Company, in the course of a written argument in support of the by-laws, made state- 
ments or charges affecting six of the Managers* and the Treasurer of the Company ; and 
a committee of the stockholders was thereupon appointed to investigate those charges. 

** Thirteen of the Managers and the President and Secretary of the Company there- 
upon made and subscribed a written document or paper of great length, containing alle- 
gations injurious to the character of Mr. Phelps, and laid the same before the committee. 
Mr. Phelps, though permitted to see, was not allowed to have a copy of the document. 
He, however, took several extracts from it, which he has submitted to me and desired 
my opinion in relation to his means of obtaining redress, but with the assurance that he 
has no desire to recover damages, nor to resort to an indictment, or any other legal pro- 
ceedings in the premises, unless the same should be deemed necessary to the proper 
vindication of his character. 

**I do not hesitate to express the opinion that the charges against Mr. Phelps are 
libelous, and would be so adjudged by the Courts, if the authora cannot establish the 
truth of what they have said. But after reading several publications by Mr. Phelps on 
the subject, I cannot think that his character needs any further vindication, and my 
advice therefore is, that the matter be suffered to rest without a resort to legal proceed- 
ings of any kind. 

*' At the request of Mr. Phelps I have also examined the report made by the above- 
mentioned committee, and withoat going into particulars, I must say that the commit- 
tee failed to state with accuracy the complaints made by Mr. Phelps which led to the 
investigation, and in that way made him responsible for opinions which he has not ad- 
vanced. This induced certain publications by Mr. Phelps for the purpose of setting 
himself right before the public* Those publications were followed by * a card ' from the 
committee, published in September last, which contains imputations amounting to a 
libel upon Mr. Phelps, if the truth of the charges cannot be established. Still in this 
case, as well as the other, I think Mr. Phelps has sufdciently vindicated his character 
before the public, and can well afford to forego a resort to legal proceedings of any 
kind. (Signed) Green C. Bbonson.'' 

STATEMENT AND OPINION OF MESSRS. MAN & PAESONS. 

Mr. Gbobqe D. Phelps : 

Deab Sib : At your request we carefully examined the report of the Committee 
appointed at a meeting of the stockholders of the Delaware, Lackawanna, and Westeni 
Railroad Company, held March 8, 1857, " to investigate the charges made by " you in 
your argument in favor of the adoption of certain By-Laws for that Company ; and in 
connection with the report, the charges made by you, your communications to the 
Committee, and the answers of the Managers, as also the various other dobumcnts and 
communications submitted to us bearing upon the matter; and in answer to your 
request for our opinion have to say : 

We understand thejmncipal charge made by you to have been, that six of the four- 
teen Managers of the Company had interests in associations transacting business with 

* Mr. Dodge was one of tkoee Managers. 
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the Gompftny, so preponderating over their interest in the Company, that by oontmeto 
fiivoring ancb associations, at the expense of the Company, they most be largely 
benefited ; and that in specified instances contracts had been made to the damage of the 
Company through the procarement or co-operation of Managers thus interested. Con- 
tracts thus made by a well-estublishcd rule of law, reiterated in numerous recent cases, 
are treated in law as a f^aod, and have no binding validity or effect. 

The situation of the contending interests of such Mana^rs is very clearly shown in 
the tabular statement at page 68 of your History of May 12, 1857. 

The report of the Committee shows that they did not examine this charge. 

They seem to have misinterpreted it into a general imputation upon all the Managers 
of the Company ; and their report is mainly made up of a defence against an attack 
upon the abstract principle of having Managers of a Bailroad Company interested in 
business transactions on the line of the road ; an attack not made by you, and not one 
of the charges the Committee was appointed to investigate. 

Having had the faithfulness and courage in these days of corporation abnses to 
attack a practice tending to the injury of a Company which had committed its interests 
to your care as its chief officer, you had the right to expect that the Committee would 
fairly consider the charges made by you, and give a full and free opportunity for you to 
meet such answer as should be made to them. 

The documents show that all the Managers of the Company, un4jBr the pretence of 
defending themselves against a charge never made, so far as we have been able to 
ascertain the contents of their answer, united in a personal attack upon yourself and 
your private character. You were not permitted to take a copy of that answer, or even 
to peruse it, save under the surveillance of members of the Committee, and upon it, and 
upon the issue claimed by it, was the report made. 

It needs but this simple statement to show that the Committee not only did not con- 
sider the matters, to investigate which alone were they appointed, but did consider 
matters with which they bad nothing to do. 

Where a person, arraigned upon a specific accusation, instead of meeting it, elects 
to be tried upon a charge framed by himself, and the tribunal before which the trial 
takes place consents, an acquittal is to be expected, and is of very little valAe. 

You also ask our opinion as to the character of the answer of the Managers, and of 
the ^^card'^ of the Committee, as published in the New York Timet, As the opinion 
of Judge Bronson shown us expresses our own views in this matter, we satisfy our- 
selves with simply stating that we fully coincide in his opinion, and are also firmly 
convinced that you need no further action on your part to vindicate the course yon have 
taken, or to set yourself right before the public. 

Very respeotftilly, your obedient servants, 

Man <& Pabsons. 
No. 64 Wail street, New York, March 1, 1859. 

When the peculiar, delicate and embarrassing circumstances connected with this 
case are considered, these opinions will be regarded as pointed and conclusive. 



Brief extracts from comments of the Press upon official misnumagement of eorpcraie 
interests^ originally puhlished intJie pamphlet ^^ JRailroad Mismanagement^** and 
now introduced to illustrate the nature of the origin of the matters herein ex- 
posed. 

THE LAW OF COEPOKATIONS. /. ~ 

{From the N. Y. Times,) 

( This case, in all its most im^orta^features, is identical wUh thai oftheeix mMUkg^ite 
exposed hy me — hut dbes not eoshiMt so extensive a conwirapg or ooralnnaiion — and come' 
quenUy its moral character was of a m/Uder type, and iis evU influence upon the stoekhokUre 
less. See the full report of the case in pamphlet form, as printed by William C. Biyant 
(&Co.) 

f* We have already ^1^4 publio fttt^ntion (q the recent deoisiOQ of Judge Daviet in 
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the ease of the Cumberland Coal Company a^^aiuBt Shennan and others. But the leading 
principle of that deoieion is one of so maoh importance, in its application to the generu 
management of Corporations, that it merits more general attention than it has received. 
* * * The necessity of such reform is nnivereally conceded. We hear constantly, 
and on every side, of the most flagrant abases in the management of Corporation trusts 
—of iDstances in which the property of stockholders is shamefully saciificed to the 
cupidity of officers, and the rights of the great body of owners held entirely subordinate 
to the private interests of individuals. 

** The main point decided by Judge Davies is, that an officer of a Corporation is legaUy 
incapaihle of trading iffith that Gorporation on his own privdze account; and cannot, there- 
fore, as President or other officer of a company, have dealings with himself as an indi- 
vidual. The Judge enters into this question at great length, and quotes a great variety 
of decisions, both in the English Courts and in our own, to sustain his position. The 
law seems to be dear, and it rests upon the plainest principles of common justice. An 
officer of a Corporation is a trustee. He is tne a^nt of the stockholders, and it is his 
duty to manage the property with sole and exclusive regard to their interests. * * * 

*' Lord Cranwortn, m an opinion cited bv Judge Davies, declares it to be a * rule of 
universal application that an agent having auties of a fiduciary character to discharge, 
shall not be allowed to enter into engagements in which he has or can have a personal 
interest conflicting ^ or which possibly may conflict^ with the interests of those whom he is 
bound to protect. An officer of a Corporation is le^all^r incapable of trading with that Cor- 
poration on his own private account.^ And Justice Wayne, of the United States 
Supreme Court, says that *■ this rule as expressed, einhraces every relation in which there 
ma/y arise a conflict between the duty whicn the vendor or i)arohaser owes to the persons 
with whom he is dealing, or on whose account ho is acting, and his own individual 
interest.' And^this position is reiterated and roenforced in a great number of other 
decisions cited by J ad^e Davies. * * * 

" Let the principle he has laid down, be sustained by the higher tribunals to which 
it will undouotedly be carried, and applied vigorously to the management of Corpora- 
tions of every sort and description in the country — ^and we should speedily see an end 
pat to the flagrant abuses of trast which are degrading our character, and enriching indi- 
vidaals at the expense of the masses of the people. * ♦ * 

» « * u Yjjg general mind of the country is thoroughly imbued with the conviction 
that corruption, peculation, and official robbery have become the order of the day. No 
denial on the part of those implicated, no whitewashing reports from committees of con- 
federates, can shake that conviction." * ♦ * 



(From the Evening Fost») 

" It may be safely assumed that * principles of equity which (says Judffe Davies) have 
been enunciated and enforced by Hardwioke, Thurlow, Loughboroaffn, Eldon, Cran- 
worth, Story, and Kent, and which the highest courts in our country have declared to 
be founded on immutable truth and justice, and to stand upon oar great moral obliga- 
tion to refrain from placing ourselves in relations which excite a conflict between self- 
interest ond integrity,' have been well considered, and will operate well in practice.'* 

A RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT KE-ENFOECED. 

" We last week briefly noticed a recent decision, delivered by Judge Perry, of Mary- 
land, in the.case of the Cumberland Coal and Iron Compan,y, as conflrming in all essen- 
tial points the views already expressed by us on the subject of fiduciary agents, and 
their liabilities in general. * * * 

^^ ^ I do not hesitate,' said the Judge, * to regard the law as requiring from all 
Directors of Corporations a careful and constant supervision over the rights, interest, 
and property of the stockholders. The position or office they accept imposes upon them 
a sacred (^ligation ; and a departure from this duty will, in my opinion, be fraught with 
dangerous consequences to innocent stockholders.' * * * 

) * » * * ^* The management of a iUilroad is a great power, and in proportion to its 
magnitude are the temptations to abuse. By the control of a road. Directors are con- 
stantly enabled to enrich themselves. * * * Besides, there are always side operations 
by which money is to be made. There wiU be contracts for freight, and for construction^ 
in which those behind the curtain have opportunity to engage. In short, fortunes can 
be amassed without any such violation or trust as is punishable by law. If only those 
who possess such golden opportunities can agree among themselves, their pathway is 
smooth. Usually the strong stimulus of self-interest is sufficient for tnis purpose. jBut 
if a portion of their number should looh with disfavor upon proceedings of this sort, itis, (u 
a general th/mg, not difficult to get rid of such troublesome associates. The modus operandi 
is well known, and commonly efficacious." 




Sir, — 77r« foUowivtj rrpltf to an article in the y. Y. Eoangelist, of the 29th ult,, 
having been dccliued bjf the Kditora of that journa/, i>, in this form, respectfully 
submitted for i/our pennaf. When lend, please give it to your rniuinterial neighbor 
or friend. 

New Yorky Novewber, 1863. 

THE PROCEKDINfJS OF TIIK SVNol) OF NEW YORK AM) NENV JEUSEV, AND THEER TXPOS- 

ITOUS imiEFLY ("UITIf'ISKI». 

Editors of the Keir York Fvnirielist : 

In your late notice of ti»e jirocood'mpjs of the Synod of Xew York and New 
Jersey, upon the reeor<l3 of the Fourth PresbjMer}'^ of New York, j'ou make some 
statements, ami draw some infcTcncos, which soeni calculated to convo}' crroneoiw 
impressions. IJolievinj^ that no misrepresentation or wrong was designed, and 
that your mistakes originated in the proceedings and records commented on \>y 
3'ou, and presuming that you woidd not willingl}' perpetuate such errors, and that 
you will cheerfully allow the usual opportunity for correlation, the following; 
comments and explanatory statements are submitted for publication. 

You suy, "the committee on the records of the Fourth Prcsbyterii of Xtw York 
made a report, in irhich. the St/no I acquiesced wilhont a dissenting voice (1). It had 
been anticipated that it iconld evoke a warm and perhaps an extended discusxion^ 
But the matter at issue teas so clearlg stated ^and the objectionable item of the mitiutcB 
was so dislinctlg defined, that those who had prepared to defend the action of the 
Prefbgterg, seemed fully satisfied with the result (2). In view of the fact that no 
practical evil had followed the adoption by the Presbytery of the obnoxious premise 
to its action, in which a principle utterly unconstitutional icas embodied, it was 
deemed inexpedient for the Synod to direct the Presbytery to review or correct its 
minutes^' (C). 

Your first statement may bo literally true, but, the report from some fifteen or 
twenty members present, in Synod, is, that the matter was presented at a lato 
hour of the session, in the midst of an animated discussion upon the tcmpernnco 
question, to which many seemed anxious to return, — tliat there was no discussion 
of the report whatever, and that its whole consideration by Synod did not occupy 
more than five or ten minutef'. 

Secondly. The same "members present" generally concur in the opinion that 
the report was not clear and intelligible, — otily two of the number i)retending to 
comprehend its import, and they diifered widely in their interpretation of it; and 
it is now quite certain, that, with a correct understanding of its inqiort, and a fair 
opportunity for discussion, no such unanimity — if even a majority vote to adopt 
it — could be had. 

But the main objection to your article, is in the closing paragraph abovo quo- 
ted; in which, by a misinterpretation of the facts in the case, you seem to justify 
or at least excuse, what by many is deemed the most exceptionable acts of the 



Presbyter}' ; and consequently, and inferentially, to impute blame in another 
direction. 

To make these comments clear to the reader, it is necessary to quote the records 
of Presbyter}' reviewed, and so much of the Synodical committee's report thereon, 
afi is supposed to have led to the errors in your article. 

Omitting irrelevant matter, the records of the Presbytery are as follows : 

" General Rules for Juilicatories," in the appendix to the Book of Discipline, were adopted for 
the government of Presbytery for this s Psion. 

A Judicial Committee, accordinj? to Rule XL., was appointed, consisting o' G. L. Prentiss, D. D, ; 
J. P. Hovey, D. D. ; II. B. Smith, D. D.; S. 11. Cox, D. D., LL. D. ; J. Spaulding, and F. IF. Bar- 
tholomew, Elder. 

The Moderator laid before the Presbytery the appeal and complaint of Mr. , which was 

ordered to be put into tlic hands of the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. attem])ted to address Presbytery, but was called to order by the Moderator. He ap- 
pealed ; but Presbytery sustained tlie decision of the Moderator. 

Presbytery resolved i*aelf into an interlocutory meeting. The Judiciary Committee made a 
report, which was as follows : 

The Judicial Committee, in tliis matter, deem tlie following i)rincii)les and facts to be relevant, as 
well as important and obligatory : 

1. An appeal or complaint presupposes a trial on the merits of the case, with a result; which 
result is identified with the " (iecision," from which alone the transfer of the case to a superior 
jurisdiction is recognized by our book. 

2. As there has been no trial on the merits of the case, no appellate jurisdiction can, as yet, be 
invoked. 

8. When a case is ])referred to the court of first resort, said court is to consider whether it is 
proper to institute trial, or to dismiss it, as our Book of Discipline, cliai>ter iv., section iv., and in 
other places, both recognizes and enjoins. 

4. In the exercise of Christian discretion and prerogative, the court below appears to have 
solemnly and unanimously determined Hgainst judicial action on its merits, and co have recorded 
their opinion with suflicient fulr.ess, as previous to any action on the merits of the case. Hence, 
the committee find and recommend that the matter be dismissed. 

Observe, that the foregoing report of the Judicial Committee consists of four 
premises grouped together as one argument, b}" tlie prefatory clause, " the follow- 
ing principles and facts" etc., with the conclusion, " hence" (therefore) " the com- 
mittee^'7irf (!) and recommend," <fcc. 

The first of these premises assumes that '* decision" is identical with, and is 
limited to " a tiial of a case upon its merits." Tlie second denies action upon an 
appeal or complaint because the deter ininalion of a case is not a decision. The 
third appears to declare for anunliniited and unqualified "discretion," from which 
there is no appearand of which there can be no complaint. And the /our/A seems 
plainly to contradict the first, though it does not make the positive assertion that 
'' the Court below had determined (decided) against judicial action," — which de- 
cision or determination against action was made one of the principal specifications 
in the complaint agai nst Session, then before ^ ^TTwWj^ for their consideration, and 
which the SynwA wholly ignored! /^^yi^'} ^/L^ ^^Ci^ 

The conclusion from the whole argument (the^ur premises) is, ''Hence the com- 
mittee find (judicially — decide, determine) and recommend that the inatter he dis- 
missed." 

Upon this record, the S^^nodical Committee — after quoting a part of Ch. vii., 
Sec. 1, Par. 2, defining their duties, but omitting and apparently ignoring the 2d 
injunction, " to examine whether the proceedings have been wise, equitable, and for 
tlie edification of the Church" — proceed to quote the first premise of the Presby- 
tery's record, which they condemn as " erroneous," and as " a false principle." 
They then refer to Book of Dis.,Ch, vii.. Sec. 1, Par. 4— which reads, '* jVo^Wi- 
dicial decision, however, of a judicatory shall he reversed, unless it be regularly 
brought up by appeal or complaint," whicii seems to be referred to as limiting their 
action, and excusing thein from revising the said records, or reversing the deci- 
sion of Presbytery. 






/ 



They thou most strangely ami erroneoutljf state that, " On the ground of the er- 
roneout principle be/ore staled, the Pretbytery declined to use its appellate jurisdic- 
tion in a particular ccme {}). Butt inasmuch as it dismissed the case not on thi» 
ground (2), but on the ground that ' in the exercise of Christian discretion/ <fcc. (3)," 
(quoting the fourth i>renii8e above), therefore, " the adoption of the false principle 
has led to no result which makes it the duti/ of the Synod to require of tlie Presbytery 
to revise and correct its proceedings (4.)" Upon the foregoing four erroneous state- 
ments or unnuthorizeil ndHuniptions, your declarntion that " no practicnl evil had 
followed," seems to have been based. The three foregoing declarations of the 
Committee njarkcd (1), (2) and (:;), and the conclusion drawu therefrom (4), are 
entirely incorrect, and are not sanctioned or sustained by an^'thing in tlic records 
reviewed, or bj'the di:«cus8ion, procet'dings, or vote had at their adoption by Pres- 
bytery. The wiiole action and report of the Synodical Committee hangs upoa the 
meaninirof the atlverb " hinre" ^therefore.) Tiic Committee confine its reference 
to the last of the four ])remises in the Presbytery's record. This is not only man- 
ifest from their deductions, but an explanator}' note from one of them most em- 
phatically declares thin, and hu insists upon that limited definition of the word, 
*' a^a logical ttrm." 

/ No such <listorted inclining was intended or recognized, cither by the Committee 

/of Presbytery, who ?/W it — by the members who discussed and voted upon the 

report — or b}' those wlio were, present and took uo action, "for the reason that 

they did not understand it.*' Tliirteen of those who were present in Presbytery, in- 

/ eluding the moderator, clerk, all of the comtnitteo except one — now absent — and 

seven of the ten who voted on the occasion, have been consulted, not one of whom 

pretends to any such limited u-se of the word " hence," or that the arguments or 

discussion of the question wer^i ui»on the fourth premise solely, or even mainly. -,_^ 

The majority afTirm that the arguments and their votes were upon the 4 w e^first^^ l^ 

premises alone. It is <]iiite certain that several of the Session whoso action was 

comjdainod of, as well as many of the Presbytery, considered the question of "un* 

limited and unqualified discretion' to be und(itermined by Presbytery; and it still 

appears to be undecided, and they regard it still, as it in fact was made ot the 

time, the most important matter embraced in the "appeal and complaint" sub* 

mitted to Presbytery against the Session. 

From the foregoing, it would seem that nothing at all was determined in Pres- 
bytery, and little or nothing has been really or intelligently decided by Synod — 
except the *' constitutional" questions of appeal and complaint. All else — includ- 
ing your own declaration, that "no practical evil had followed," (tc. — seems to 
hang upon the meaning of "the logical term hence" as used in the foregoing 
records reviewed by Synod ; upon the import of the word " decision " as defined 
in the said recor<ls by Presbytery; and in the extent of " the expediency " author- 
ized, and the unlimited and un(pialified "discretion enjoined in our Book of Dis- 
cipline," as assumed by the Session in their resolution dismissing grave charges of 
falsehood, slander, conspiracy, <tc., made "in duo form," with the i^rofFer of 
seventeen most respectable witnesses, and by a responsible accuser, of wliorn the 
Session subsequentl}- record in their minutes "their entire confidence in his 
Christian character," and for whom they renewedly " express their regard as a 
Christian nian and brother, of our beloved Church." 

Hence (therefore, from oil the foregoing premises), we conclude, 1st, that some 
"practical evil" has followed the adoption by Presbytery of the obnoxious 
premises — and hence your c mmients herein reviewed have wrought some "prac- 



tical evil" which justifies this explanation; and, 2d, That " in nil governments 
conducted by men, wrong may be done from ignorance, from prejudice, from 
malice, or from other causes." (Book of Dis., Ch. vii.. Par. ].) And that although 
oar "boasted Presbyterian system is unequalled in its constitution and hiws," yet 
in its judicatories, as in those of ir civil and military dcpartnients, errors may 
be committed and wrong done tin ^ngh carelessness and hnsty legislation, as well 
as by the causes quoted above from Book of Dis. And, hence, we think that 
those who assume to act as "judges in Israel" should be careful In obtaining and 
stating facts, and also impartial in their decisions, remembering what Tiik I^ook — 
Prov. xviii., 15th, and in other places — "both recognizes and enjoins." 

On some future occasion, should one occur, a more full exposition of all matters 
herein referred to may be submitted. 

November 6th, 1863. C. 

** The following (additional) principles and facts are relevant, as well as impor- 
tant and obligatory :" 

1. When all other means of removiny an offtnno. have failed, the judicatory to 
which coynizanee of it properly belonys shall judicially take it into consideration.^* 
(Book of Dis., Ch. iv.. Sec. 1.) 

2. "In all governjnenta conducted by men, \crony may be done from iytwraticc,frotn 
prejudice, from malice, or from other causes" (Book of Dis., Ch. vii.. Par. 1.) 

And "In reviewing the records of an inferior judicatory, it is proper to examine, 
Ist, whether the proceedings have been constitutional and regular ; 2(/, whether they 
have been wise, equitable, and for the edifcnticn of the Church ;'* and, 3d, " Cor- 
rectly recorded," (Dis., Ch. vii., Sec. 1, Pnr. 2.) 

3. "All persons who have submiVcd to a regular trial * * * may avvv.w. from 
any irregularity in the proceedings of the inferior judicatory to a higher,'' &c. 
And " any person or persons may (i;t like manner) coMrL.vix respecting a decision by 
an inferior judicatory which is deemed unjust." (Dis., Ch. vii., Sec. 3, Par. 1 to 4, 
and Sec. 4, Par. 2 and 3.) 

4. In violation or disregard of the foregoing laws, and in the distortion or 
exaggeration of" Chrislim discretion and prerogative," it appears that judicial trial 
was pereuii)torily refused "in the Court of first resort;" an appeal, and a com- 
plaint of which, Avere summarily dismissed on technical grounds solely, in the 
Court of next resort, and that the "review" of the said proceedings was incon- 
siderately or imperfectly made in the "Court above." Hence (therefore, from the 
foregoing princijiles and facts), it is " concluded that wrong has been done through 
ignorance or other causes," from which some "practical evil has followed," wliich 
should not have made it "inkximidiknt/o/' the Synod to direct the Prtabytery to 
revise or correct its mhtules ;" and " hence we find and recommend that the matter 
bo (not) dismissed," but that it be further and mare carefully considered. 

A PRESnYTKUIAN. 



Note. — From a former exposition of tliis case, ('' A XiW J^hasf hi JCccIeifhiftitcol Lnu\^^ *fec., 
pages 11 and 12,) it apjiears that the furtlier |ir(.>«-eiiti<)n of " '/'he App>'<(L''^ and *• The Com- 
plaint" in Synod, was lon^ since (in May hi."»t) aliandonrd for the n'asnis, amonjr several othfr-* 
tlien as:«iKned, tliat tlie complainant had ^' Knpictcufl;/ cittdicattd hitt antKe ;" and that " initil 
thelr*^ (the Session and I*r«'sliytery'sj) "■ /trocn^/uif/H an- nrUncd and cor, it fid, no n-xpect for 
ihi:ir dtcitfionn can as ytt bt incckid.'^ 
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